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] INDY’ The Action Game 
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NEWS@LETIERS ee 


AMSCENE 


Latest news of the CPC world 


REACTION 


As usual, you've got plenty to say 


EMMA BROADLEY 


More brickbats, bluntneass and biting sarcasm from 
that fearsome Broadley woman 
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ROCK AROUND THE 
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of the definitive AA guide to MIDI. James Pinto looks at 
what you need to get you going 
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THE ACTION BEGINS ON 43! 





mmm THE VERY BEST IN CPC ENTERTAINMENT — 


Ad Stiller! pie 
You got a taster last month, now sharpen a | aq . 





those shuriken for the full game... 
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CONTINENTAL CliGUS 
You thought WEC Le Mans was good? Play the — 
that's streets ahead... ) 











you've ever wanted IL ; 
for your CPC fit intoa aaa £/ Ml 
shopping trolley? The =7e-\ArG 
appallingly lucking J4f 
winner of this 
month's fantastic 
AA/Shopper competi- 
tion will have five 
minutes to find out... 





50 OPantNTON GUN Tori? 


Codemasters flies off in a rage 





2° SPREADING THE WORD 
The first of a three-part senes on customising Protext 
MANY A GOOD TUNE... 


That forgotten classic Tasword gets an even break 
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J Flightless frolics down under with little Tiki the Kiwi 









FORUM = 
Adam Waring cuts his teeth on readers’ problems 
SMALL ADS 
onal ads, big bargains. Get that magnifying giass out! 
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS! 
We check out the BIG games heading for your CPC 
BALROG 
AA's new adventurer in uncharted lands 
THE SIREN’S SONG 
The tale of a CPC fan turned multi-millionnaire. 
HI-ScoReE “a | FIRST EDITION 
| Part three of the AA guide to publishing on your CPC 
TYPE INS 
a ie ee a a en eam ) _ More rip-roaring routines from our readers 
; = ae on : 
CHEAT MODE 
Four packed pages of poking fun 
INSIDER DEALING 
PHIL HOWARD blows more cracking secrets wide open 
BUYERS GUIDE 
Don't sign that cheque until you've réad this... 
AAFTERTHOUGHT 
All those things we thought of at the last minute 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


How do we do it? More fantastic CPC bargains 
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releases... updates... previews... new releases... updates... previews... new 


AMSTRAD CONSOLES ITSELF 


@ The secret is out! New CPC-based console on the way 





<8 


@ The multi-talented CPC: is there a console version on the way? 


In a surprise move, Amstrad 
plans to launch a new CPC-based 
console machine in April next 
year. 
The new machine will not fea- 
ture new technolagy, however, 
Leaked information indicates that 
developers have been told to dis- 
mantle a OPC and rebuild it as a 
250K console. Games would he 
pupplied on ROM cards. 

Prices have yet -to ba 
announced, but to swoceed the 


consdies will almost cartainly have 
to cost around the £70 mark o7 
fess. 

What's also not clear yat is 
whether the console will feature 
additional graphics and sound 
hardware over the CPC. Here, 
Amstrad could face something of a 
Catch-22 situation. Without dedi- 
cated hardware, a CPC-based con- 
sole would have its work cut out 
competing with such machines as 
the &bit Sega, currently enjoying 


Dixons slashes CPC prices 
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a new lease of life. On the other 
hand, if the boys at Brentwood do 
incorporate extra hardware, the 
machine is unlikely to be able to 
access the CPC's huge software 
base. 

Amstrad boss Alan Sugar has 
been wanting to get into the con- 
sole market for some time now, $0 
the development of a CPC-basecl 
console might seem a logical 
move. It might also be, however, 





To coincide with Amsirad Action's 
fourth birthday celebrations the 
| magazine's latest ABC figures have 
just come in. With circulation fig- 
ures for the penod trom January bo 
June 1959 totalling 35,169, Future 
Publishing's Amsinad Action is the 
| only &-bit magazine to show a year- 
on increase in sales, 

| Greg Ingham, publisher of 
Amstrad Action, says, "The figures 
| show what a strong and healthy 
market the CPC supports. We look 
| forward to further growth in this 
| area 

















Future looks great 
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sire to lead to a surge in the CPC 


currently hargain 
market, Loy of hardware 
li only Amstrad itself had offered 
those prices inthe first place:. 
@ Dixons’ decision to take tha CPC range from ils 
shelves has revitelised tie old “Amstrad to-axe CPC 
1y. shock horror’ rumours. They could even be right - 
forever, after ail, any machine can only goon so long. How- 
ever given a} ihe CPC's current strength and 6) the 
number of times that rumour's been round before, 
vou needn t hold your breath, 
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machine. 


| AMSTRAD ACTION 


= SS Se | 


that with five years of manufac- 
ture behind it, CPC intemals can 
now be tumed out for next to 
nothing. 

What is for sure, however, is 
that if Amstrad is to make a suc- 
cess of a CPC-based console it's 
Goirmy to have to use every ounce 
Of its admittedty formidable mar- 
keting muscie. 

Amstrad itself is keeping tight- 
Upped on the whole subject. 









We can't take all the credit 
show what 2 loyal and disceming 
bunch of readers you are, and 
demonstrate the CPC's continuing 
And as for the future — well, you 
ain't seen nuthin’ yet! q 





® Dixons CPC price bonanza = limiled period only, 
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Spectravideo 


The latest “joystick” from Spectraviceo is in 
fact nothing of the sort. The company itself 
prefere to call it a “game controder™ - a 
Suitably blanket phrase for an object that 
looks Hike nothing you've ever seen before 
Actually, that's nol sticily tue. The 

Quickshot OS 129 resembles nothing more 
than 4 pair of motorcycle handlebars. The 
idea is that you should grasp it would both 
hands (as in the photo), with your left 
your right the fire button. The O05 1295's 
design, it's reckoned, will enable the player 
to “almost forget it's there". 

| Hopefully the Spectravideo's new game 

| controller will prove more inspiring than the 

| Wixmaster. The 05 129 will cost £12.50, 

| while the best-selling Quickshot Turbo comes 


Dizzy goes 06938 
Codemasters’ cuddly cartoon 
character Dizzy is $0 popu- 
lar that be could soon 
have his own odin. 
Listed amongst the likes 
=_. of Sexy Suzy, and 
_  , Pouting = Patrica, 
4 the premium rate 
helpline — costing 
2op io 2op per 


minute = will offer , 
hints and tips in solving [Hila 
the Diszy arcade adventures. A} a 


spokesman from Codemastors 


down to £10.50. You can find out more on 01 
900 0024. 


many telephone calls and letters from baffled 
gamesters, that an automatic helpline with a 
taped message is the only way lo appease the 
overworked stall, 

@® Codemasters has hit 

the big time well and 

truly with Aecketar = a 

whole spread in Mach- 
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takes control 


bs te hands on computing’ 


Arnor going cheap 

Arnor Ltd, widely regarded as the king of 
cericus software, is having a sale of disk- 
based programs for the CPC range, The 
company is running a number of special 
offers on many of its products, some of 


| which are now less than half the orginal 


price, 
@ Protext, the best-selling word proces- 


| sof, has had £10 lopped off its price tag, 


and comes with the bonus of a free tutor: 
al book, Protext, A PCT Users Gunde, 
written by Future Publishing's very own 
Rob Ainsley. The new price is £49.90 
® Armort's highly acclaimed assembler | 
Maxam IT sees its price slashed by half, | 
down from £49.95 to G24. 
® The BCPL systems programing lan- 
guage has also had a hefty price cut, from 
£24.55 to fld 

A spokesman for Amor assured us 


| that the CRC was assured of the compa- 


ny Ss continued support. Contact Amar on 
O733 BES0S. 
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1992 and all that ) E.L.Oh! 


Entertainment International is continuing its assault on the software 
market with three more outstanding projects for the winter months 
After the earth shaking Gazza’s Super Sooper comes Enight Foros, Team 
Yankeo and Dr Doom 's Revenge 

Anghtorce promisas to be the hack and slash 
epic of the season if i can live up to its 
billing. You star as the the imight of es 


Organisers of the Amstrad Expo "69 in France are reported to ba 
expecting nearly half a million people through thelr doors this Octo- 
ber Vilibe this figure was described as optimistic by the Amsuad 
Cent Pour Gent Magazine, it shows the GPC's strength acrosa tha 
walar, 

The market does seem to be little differant though, 4 factor 
apparent in the magazines, Amstrad Cent Pour Cent features pre- | tea 
view comics to draw in the punters while its type-in sections Crunder, protector of the people of Bel- iF 
demand new Levels of typing accuracy. One recent listing reaching a oth. The battle to rescue a Kidnapped Ste ie 


staggering 1623 lines! : princess takes him beyond the city lim- = a 
: a J | | hs and inte a chase across time 






~ 







The game features five time zones each with a = if 
massive twenty five levels. Mit tis up with great oy zh | 
graphic animation and the only problem will be find: | ea 
Ing a disk big enough to hold it! — 

Team Yankee is another attempt to make qood 
software out Of literature, This time you are part of 










Mar HA 


RMI POMEL “i 4. eet RS =a tank group in the NATO's last stand against the 

ami ad Mught of the Russian Hed Army. The three key ale- 

ments are seen to be the using as much of the 
book as possible. the accuracy of the tank simu- 
FE Aw PCW aS ETRE lation and the split 


$0 AA, POU) CAN EMAC, TH BME ere WY 
TOM CLANCY BCTeOH parspectiva 


SIMO SUeE ABET os 


views of the dif- 
ferent members of 
Team Tanke, So it 
could ba gicxd 
news for Sing 
fans but bad 
news for thoge who 
hate reviewers bad tank puns! 

Last but mot least is news of another 
Marvel superhero Dissting on to the CPC 
soeen. Captain Amenca makes his second 

: appeaiance if game form, this time to 
thwart Dr Dooms aaa Little is known at the moment about the plot. 
but coming from the same stable as Crary Cars I with its overscan pic- 
tures and Titan, the fastest-scrodliing game in the history of the Amstrad, 
you know it has every chance of being a doozy. 


j 
] = 7 . 1 . 
la Vers | Av had something ol 
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® fhe Expire and your poysiiek fake 2 [ives ogee Desh ing thanks fo Oomark 


Byteback has cause] some- 
thing of a stir with its new 
RIVOMUSLILG Campaign. To pub- 
liciaa Kendo Warrior Maskand 
Cosmic Pirate it 68 to Tun a 
berias of ads in the Beano and 
the Dandy. With a cirewation 
Hgure of around 500,000, the 
exposure if going to be 
unprecedented. It'll be inberest- 
ing to eee whether such 
aggressive. marketing will pay 
of with such a young target 
market, 





° Jule bdlevchaion stills from Anighhorce 





| | AMSTRAD ACTION 2a 


* Fully illustrated 
* Over 20,000 words per 
ote : _ Se | ~ UL 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES }astloe.iillee 
/::/ UK £15.00 [embokicncieomue! 


ifjeas'/ Suna | i abn Mcode, Hardware pro- 
i jj 7 Mss ccamaet ONG: citafudttehhaecnegdtettencress naktestde snes kekulecene jects and much more. 
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CASPELL RIBBON REFRESHER 
An 80z can does up to 30 ribbons 


[ ESN Advanced OCP Art Studio — £18.95 
ONLY £7.95 PER CAN cm OCP Art Studio — £15.95 
| Ieee 9 The mean oh seca Jed st 
| ) ferunay TWARESE together with the Genius Mouse, 

THE PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE Interface and Mouse Mat — £49.95 
CPM DISC 1 - - MACHINE CODE TOOLS . Price £6.50 (£39. 95 without the Advanced Art 
220 6nd B60 bhhemiblerk £80 to Bo bo FRO code trarclane, Detuaging monitor and asseen- 
Crete lira ea serie, Enna fin Sompor, Cl Peeve ene more 


CPM DISC 2 - COMPUTER LANGUAGES Pee) Ram Delta JOystick ....-.cccccccccccosseceeseesseseseseeveseeneeveseerec 99 


Small-C, Prolog, Lisp, EBasic, Serail-C-intereeter pus NewSwaeg ____ Kador Seal 'n' Typ@ COVELS.sssessossscscssesnnenn atte. 7.95 
‘CPM DISC 3 - FILE AND DISC MANAGEMENT _ Price £6.50 . aaa 


Linrary utilities, Cesc quality checker, Und GREP command, PCW disc reader, Disc sector eciaor, | yi, : 
Toot tie gorker, Word cowareier. Bi Sew Sri anal Pore. MasterCalc 128 
MasterFile Ill 























CPM DISC 4- AT YOUR LEISURE Price £6.50 ! o a - 
Cava AcbrAtMee Cspen; Cobsalls: Goll: Weed seach BASING: Miche devretbdor Oevecioe MasterCalc AND MasterFile ie! Bh, Fhe tt aah orp eee 49.95 
calculator, idee ‘epras Wality. peo New Sweep and mone | Wwe ey > : 
! | p 
ie DISC sins i cone — MRR Protect (CP/M+) occcsccesoesenseenstsnnennevternsnnninn en 47.00 
T Pyaar spreads ene vordory ata She wars i 8 iy Cheese with ol ory, i i 
Soarar, Word counter, Camm utility, plus Mawéineer and mare, Pocket Protext (Cc P/M +) uaa iebeade SERS cOTR Tne attstetes cadens oa, 25 





CPM DISC 6 and 7 — PASCAL PLUS (Two Discs) Price [10.00 [BQ ol) sr ee 19.50 
Pascal, SCI, Cobol, EBasic, Powertul text editor, plus NawSweep BCPL: (CPIM) vcccisvcossnzesavsstatiseveratereertenrecrrinbenrienr ters 19.50 
CPM DISC 8 - MORE COMPUTER LANGUAGES SED Armor C (CPIM4) vsscscsseserscsessessesecsssersssecseasiavsesneisensee 39,00 | 
Forth, Goals, Cabel, Expert 8, Powerful text editor, plus Newdweap | Maxan 1.5 (ROM)........ aca daig it oad eae note eran nateoes | 
(CPM DISC 9 - COMMUNICATIONS 7 Price £6. 50 Protext Office (DISK)..............0.. esa aRt area ch ne tare F27.25 


Max, Kormit, Kormade, interface and Senori-Modern, Veneye, SOULS Gade, pus Now Swed —— 
and moce Rombo Rom Box . 


PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS * PLUS | | VIDI-CPC digitiser 
Public Domain software support available to WACCI | |> * CFe discs (yes we've got them) .............0..0.00..11.95 
subscribers. 10 x CF2 discs ......... toa dandanenatbwia nikal piaeeiotauerte radeaas we. a5 
Mega-big homegrown library | 20 x CFé2 discs. ..... | 
Send £1.25 for full catalogue and details (E and OE). | | PMP 2000/3000 Printer Ribbons (each). cece 3.20 











WACCI UK, 9 SOUTH CLOSE, TWICKENHAM, MIDDX TW2 5JE 
Est. 1986 — Phone 01-898 1090 








@Sit down for your rights 
May I say that, despite being a 
6129 owner, I find all this talk 
about Amstrad’s altitude to the 
future of the CPC range to be 
rather out of place. 

Amstrad is in business to make 
and sell computers {and other 
ee. T you buy a CPC, 
you have no night to 
the contmuation of 
the range, or to any 
Supporting prod- 
ucts, Or component 
parts. Neither do 
you have the right to 
have your letters to 
them answered or the 
ight to a free telephone 
enquiry service. Your only legal 
right is that the machine contin- 
Wes tO Operate for the guarantee 
penod. After that, you are on your 

course it is a lot nicer to 
have lots of feliow USErs, software 
experienced Tepalners, Good maga- 
Times etc, and these are more like- 
ly to predominate while the range 
is Current — but we have no night 
to their existence. 

As Stated, Amstrad's job is to 
make and sell as many computers 
as & can, to pay its shareholders 
the biggest dividends. [Tf they 
decide to oFerDrice, or undermar- 
eet the CPC, to kill it off. or to cut 
their owm throats, then it's past 
cumomers Wil have to lump it, 
Unies they can voice their opin- 
hs a3 Sharehokiers. 

The best way for Amstrad to 
sell ore Computers is to get all 
the past customers to ditch their 
Od machines, and buy the latest 
modal every few years. The trou- 
ble is, most CPC users (including 
me} won't do it. The CPC is too 
good, and the upgrade products 
ira inctompatable, but T[ don't 
blame Amstrad for trying. 

John Fairlie 
Bristol 





AA: The question of ‘rights’ # a 
very difficult ane. There is noth- 
ing spaciically wrong with what 
you say, John, but you have fo 





"A letter can make all the difference (it brought the Pilgrim 


back!). So write to: Rea 


on, AA, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ. 


And in case you need any more incentive, there's £15 on 


offer for the letter of the month! 


foo. Most would agree that when 
they buy a complex and 
expensive machine, 
they are also Boying 
@ Celta amount of 
future support = 
Dy implication, 
even if it's not in 
the small print. To 
use your argument, 
you might just as weil 
gay Ford motor company 
has a night to stop seliing the 
Escort when if likes, melt down 
its entire stock of spares and 
withdraw all workshop manuals! 
Ie's not hard to imagine the reac- 
Hon of most drivers! 
Sul, we're awarding you 


@Shot down in flames... 





Letter of the Month for making 
some pretty reasonable points, 
Blast you - and as a change from 
boiled in ail for what bes done to 
the CPC etc etc efc. 


@Join the club 
I am in peed of pour assistance | 
purchased a Amstrad CPC454 
about sit months ago. Ever since 
then [ have bought Astra 
Action magazine, and every month 
you slip in a leaflet to join the 
Home Computer Club, The first 
time | saw this leaflet [ was 
thrilled to know that I would be 
able to join. 

Well, [ have been trying to join 


[ would like to question ome aspect of Trenton VWrebb'’s Laser Squad 


renew, in AA 49, page 50. 


“ie sane s is “accurately simrulating the one-to-one combat up 


rebel space marnnes”. How can this be | 


Stated with any certainty? Has Trenton 


ea Served with 
fee. surely the accuracy of a ‘simulation’ can | 


‘rebel space marines’? 


* S— only be judged by someone with an 


© intimate knowledge of the subject | 


being simulated! 


Without this knowledge, how can a 
judgement of the simulation’s accuracy 
iS AS be made? 
Fis dao’ inctinndteet chook fio ‘han ‘served da Vistionsl (2nd cofumn, 


| 16th line.) He's been arourn a bit, hasn't he! 

| Apart from that [ must say it was a good , 
| review, and [ really think Tought to try the game | 
| ON 


Steve Loe 


Ramsey, Huntingdon 


AA: Trenton assures us he has 
spent some time as a rebel space 
marine, though if was shortly 


PS, A warm welcome back to the Pilgrim! Long 
| may he grace the pages of the best colour 
| Amstrad magazine around 


after he served in Korea and @ Trenton was In tact . 


before he went to Vietna 





la whet loft him 90 horribly dleAgored.. | 


| AMSTRAD ACTION 


now for six months, I fill the beaflet 
in and send it off, but to my dis- 
pair, I have no reply from them. I 
have sent off four of these leaflets, 
but still no reply. I have written 
letters but still no reply, does this 
Home Computer Club even exist? 
If it doas could you please try and 
help me out, By contacting them 
for me (as I had no luck). If you 
could ask them to write to me so | 
coukd join, it would be fully apnre- 

Halesworth, Suffolk 


AA: Well there you go. Perhaps 
someone from the Home 
Computer Club reading this will 
get in touch with Michael? 


@There's no accounting for it 
lam the newly élected treasurer of 
our local Amstrad Users Club, and 
shortly after taking office, I decid- 
ed to get ‘a bi of software’ to tidy 
up the acoounts. Imagine my sur- 
prise when a leading software 
retailer in the city told me that 
“there is nothing availiable for the 
CPC range, but we think there is a 
bhoke living on the Gold Coast (of 
Queensland) who has written a 
program that will do the job". 
Enter AAG, right on cue. The 
AA Buyers Guide ‘Business’ 
Accounts’ section has listed a 
number of accounting modules 
from SD Microsystems. But there's 
no address listed in the Buyers 
Guide, so we can't write! Telecom 
Tequire a fee the size of the 
National Debt to telephone the UE 
from Australia 30 could you please 
a) phone SDM for me and ask them 
tO send me details of thoir 
accounting software, and b) gat 
them an advert in your iDustrious 
Magazine so that others may gain 
the advantage of knowing what 
they ara about. You might like to 
remind them of the slogan that 
Going business without advertis- 
ing is like winking at a girl in the 
dark —- you know what you are 
doing but no-one else doas!| 
Ric Allberry 
Brisbane Amstrad Computer Club 


AA: Consider & dane. 








@Displeasure, disgruntle- 
ment, malcontent, 

[ was pleased to see your review 
of Keyword in AA 49, but would 
like to coment on some of the 
First the good news. We have 
reduced the price of Keyword to 
£19.95 on disk, proir to the release 
of a new ROM-based version — due 
out within a couple of months. 
Now on to your points, [t is true 
that Keyword takes up a fair 
amount of memory, but with the 
disk version this is unavoidable 
due to the amount of data packed 
into the program. However, as you 
mentioned, ft doss work from 
within the Protext ROM, leaving 
over 12k free for text. 

With regard to your comment 
of Keyword only having 10,000 
about by the amount of informa- 
Hon you Can squeere onto one 
side of a 3° disk. However, for 
each word you select, you are pre- 
sented with up to 40 synonyms 
(Many more than you get with 
some printed thesauruses = or is 
that thesauri’), which, based on 
the 1,000 main subject headings, 
gives you an effective vocabulary 
of up to 40,000 words. 

you picked up on a 
number of words you feit should 
condemn, diagnose, emend, fea- 

Taking these in tum, typing 
bai at the main prompt offers the 
word belief, Amaze, bland, con- 
damn, grill and hip are not in the 
dictionary — although many syn- 
onymns of these words are. 
feature definately is in the dictio- 
nary!! 

oo if the first word you think of 
doesn't happen to be there, the 
gecomd or third almost certainly 
will. 

One of the essential benifits of 
a disk-based thesauris you didn't 
Key-words linked hypertext-like 
structure, you can instantly follow 
avenues of thought, roaming 
through the database, at many 
times the speed you can look up 
just one word in a printed the- 

However, as always, we have 
listned to your comments and 
when the naw ROM version is 
released, virtually all the CPC's 
Main memory will remain avail 
abe to the user, plus we are look- 
ing at adding a facility whereby 


you can include your own words 
In the database, 
Anyway, thoee pointe apart, | 
still think AA is the best read you 
can get for the CPC. By the way. I 
any of your readers would like a 
copy of Keyword, they are avali- 
able fom our new address: 6 
Ennerdale Road, Stockport, 
Cheshire, SK1 4NR. 

Robin Nixon 


@Needing a fix 
Please help me. Shortly after | 
bought my 6128 at Christmas, the 
keyboard was damaged = in par- 
ticular, the keys A, S, E, C and the 
spacebar A ftermible nuisance to 
keyboard players or in general 
use, | have tried several places to 
seo if I can get it fixed but they 
have not answered, gone 
bankrupt of do not fix personal 
computers any more. | am sure 
there are a lot of people with dam- 
aged CPC's so it would be a help 
to all of us if you could perhaps 
give us an address or dealer. 
Solihull 


AA: Try VSE Technical Services, 
Dept 104, Unit 6, @ Nursery Road, 
London SW9 8BP (01 737 0234) 


@Sugar sweet 
Congratulations to everyone on 
the AA team for producing such a 
wonderful mag. 

But just before you shove this 
latter askle with all the other let- 
ters of congratulations, I would 
like to make a small point. 

A lot of people sit in front of 
their CPC, load up a game and 
play to their hearts content, hour 
after hour, 

Three out of oe —— who 





much time, sae att hard weak 
has gone into the keyboard and 
(green screen) moniter in front of 


cially Alan Sugar. 

He was left at one stage of the 
production, unknowing to himself 
that ha was in charge of proceed- 
ings, Dut Alan and his ‘Sugar 
Drive’ held onto the fort until peo- 
ple like Roland Perry and Mark 
Eric-Jones came to relieve Alan 

Tf Alan Sugar and other people 
like Roland Perry and Mark Eric- 


Jones did not contribute to the ~ 


production of the CPC 4&4 and 
664, then in my personal view I 


@AMSTAAD ACTION 





ity Frio 


I'm writting to you in order to vent a bot of anger... rant, rave, rant, 
rave, rant and rave. There, now that's done [ can tell you this. I love 
my CPC, which I have had for years now, but recently I tried to sell it 
(horror on horror) and my parents siopped me (much to my delight). 
The reason was | wanted to get an Atari ST because my friend had 
one and with it you can create games on programs such as STOS and 
the Shoot-em-up Construction Kit. This was the temptation. Where is 
all this leading? Well could you tell me if there are any plans for such 
programs on the CPC and if not then could you suggest to everyone 
eer Ne, ae 





Jez Becker 
Weybridge, Surrey 


PS T count four or five mistakes in this letter = what about you? 


AA: If you're alter a games croation package, take a look at Pandora 
(reviewed AA4?), Incidentally, we dan't know about foer or five mis- | 





think that all 464 and 664 owners 
would now own sh***y Spectrums 
and cr**y Commodores as well as 
16-bit computers. 


AA: We're lost for words Simon. 
Alan Sugar certainly did the 
word a great service when he 
brought out the CPC, but it seems 
fair to assume he didn't do too 
badly out of the deal himeeif. 


@Easy way out 

Why the heck can't software pro- 
grammer include an option of 
additional (or infinite) lives $0 that 
we at least can see what the other 


one ~ wanting to sell 


screens or levels look lke? After 
all, we want to cheat a bit. I 
wouldn't be the least surprised if © 
there were some game iovels 
which nobody has ever reached, 
even the programmer or hackers. 

Chesterfield 


AA: No matter bow hard the 
game, we doubt there are screens 
so tough to get to that even the 
programmers haven't seen them, 
Mike... 

As for incorporating Built-in 
cheat modes, opinions vary. Some 
would say it just takes away the 
challenge. 


@Off colour 
I was playing on my 464 the other 
day with a friend, when he moved 











REACTION 


the keyboard and a strange thing 
heppened. All the colours on my 
monitor went funny. Red colours 
went black white colours blue, 
yellow colours green etc. Then, 
when Dy mate moved the key- 
board back, all the correct colours 
came back agam! | have since 
found that this happens whenever 
ety keyboard is placed at certain 
angles and distances to my mMoni- 
tor Can you explain this strange 
phenomenon? Is my computer 
malfunctioning? Or is my colour 
moniter going green, (I mean turmn- 
ing ito & green screen moniter — 
met going environmental fmend- 
byl? 

And this may sound absurd, 
but does hoovering your computer 
damage it in any way? 

een work on the 





Michael Dempsey 
Sittingbourne, Kent 


AA: Well Michael, we'te not too 
fe about why your mMoniter's 
colours are changing - unless 
you've got 2 dicky monitor lead — 
Duet we can State categorically 
that unless you're using the 
Acne 600hp Turbodeluxe indus- 
tial vacuum Gleaner (which will 
actually suck the lettenng off the 
keys), your CPC isn't in too much 
danger from the housework. 


@Alternative venue 

Here area few interesting facts:- 
® in 1986 | bought an Amstrad 
CPC 44 

® In 1967 I bought an Atari ST 

@ [n 1989 ] sold my Atan ST. Why 
hother spending £25 on a piece af 
software? The games are more 
like qraphics demos because there 
is no gameplay. Disk swapping is 
aso a problem, with some Games 
taking five disks. 

So what have I done that's 40 
interesting’ I have organised a 
computer show — The §-bit Mico 
Show. For just 75p entrance per 
person you receive free gilts, free 
entry into a draw to win a compaut- 
eT and of course the chance to pick 
up loads of bargain software and 
hardware. 

The show is to be held on 26th 
November in Tamworth Ars 
Centre and bookings can be made 
by sending an SAE to D. Batts 
with cheques/po's enclosed. For 
this you will receive maps and fur- 
ther information. 

Unlike a yuppie 16-bit show 
you will be able to try cul the 
Games on show (some serious 
software too), There will also be 





many companies holding stands 
(the §-bit micro will never die, 
increased CPC sales have proved 
50). 

D Betts 


AA: Soumds good to us. (Good 
enough for a free plug, anyway.) 


@Discologie - un upgrade 

On a visit to France m the sum- 
me, [| dendéd to upgrade 
Diseology from my English version. 
3.4 to the latest French version 
(Siren software were not offering 
an upgrade). I sent off a cheque 
(French) to Meridian Informatique 
and received the latest version 
(5.1) within a week. I contained a 
émart property printed manual and 
the ‘online’ help was pot complete. 
This version is excellent with sev- 
etal new functions in the copier 
and explorrer {mainly technical). 
Well worth the 100FF as it 


















Big down under 


the same in England! 





very easy time. When the 
CPC was first intrxduced 
it was heralded ag the 
new generation in com: 
puters (that was 2 
years ago), Now the 
| humble old CPC is con- 
sidered ag the same cat- 4 
egory as the OLD, 
Commodore Vic-20! 4am 
Now I have had y 
enough, for J 
instance, # 
here in @ 





















| trees....1 ( You're fired — acl) 





Wow l!!!! I can't believe that I am writing to you at 
last. Ever since I have had my Amstrad CPC 6128 
computer | have been trying to obtain a second- 
hand copy of your wonderful magazine. You see, my 
mum won't allow me to Duy magazines because 
they are too expensive. Even though your magazine 
is worth it, it isn't fair thet here in Australia we are 
expected to pay $6.00 for Amstrad Action and only 
$3.20 foryour tival magazine when they both cost 


Anyway, I have had the urge to let all of your 
‘Pommy readers know that us ‘Aussie’ Amstrad 
CPC owners are not having sis 












includes full online help for each 
module. If you have a reasonable 
knowledge of French, translation 
is simple enpough and technical 
jargon can be found im a good 
French-English dictionary. 
Hf you ever wondered what the 
two betters after éach sector meant 
then I enclose a list for v3.3 v5.1 
also has a track messages as well 
a5 Sector Messages. 
(CM — Control Mark — Sector is 
erased 
— Data Error — Sector provokes. 
drive error (track format size 
different irom sector size} 
(DD = Bata Error in Data fed — 
Sector contains data and gives 
‘FE = Filler Byte — Sectors consist 
of tdentical bytes 
‘HD — Head Address — Sector con- 
tains an emor on the sade mum- 
ber of the ID 

SWC — Wrong Cylinder - Sector 
Contains am error on the track 
number of the ID 


‘DE 


/ND = No Data = Sector empty with 
@ Dotmal sector ID or a sector 
with an erased ID at the time 


Version BA has many more. of 
these two letter messages as well 
as the 3 letter messages. For those 
interested In upgrading then send 
a cheque for French Francs for 
TISFF (check the price first, the 
extra 35FF is for p&p outside 
France) to Mendien Infonmatque, 
67 La Canabbere 13001 Marseilles 
France, and their phone number is 
O10s3 91 34 15-63. 

T hope this helps people a lot. I 
will be happy to write the letter in 
French for anyone who is interest- 
ed of to make a phone call on their 





AA: Thanks for that info, Julian. 








© Ths Auosles spurte CEC sccorteg's Robert Taytor They seuai ba oul ol tak 


Adelaide ther ar only two shops that stock 
Amstrads. Not one bulletin board contains CPC saft- 
ware and everyone thinks they are rubbish! 
Because of this I do not have any programs 
(except this Word Processor that I typed out of a | 
magazine 3 years ago), because the few that are | 
around ane fist too expensive. | 
Anyway, I am gratefol for my Amstrad CPC 6128 
and my printer as 1 could not do without them 
Homework is 100 times faster with a word protes- 
sor, Oh well! Perhaps one day I will come bome from 
a second-hand computer shop with a bund of 
Amstrad Action magazines and maybe my first 


enjoy reasding your magazine at the 
newsagents stand every month or 
50. 









Robert Taylor 
Para Hills West, South Australia 





























AA: My word, you Dave 
got it rough over there, 
haven't youl That 
AS600 is pretiy 

| steep, but all we can | 
say is that “you get 
| what you pay for". 

| As for going down 
fo We pewsagents fo 
ead AA every month, 
we really don’t think | 
that's a very good idea 
| = Fou'roe nowsagant 
can’t exactly be thrilled. 
























| Which is why, Robert, 


we're sending you a free 
12-menth subscription. 





THAT WOMAN 


—_ 





BROADLEY 
SPEAKING 





Oh Dear, Emma Broadley has had 
some mail, and it certainly isn't 
from an ardent admirer. 
WHEELER dons his gloves, puts 
in his qumshield and climbs in 
the ring... 


little bit too far this time. I've got a few 

things I have got to get off my chest. 
(Don't even think about calling me names for 
that one), Firstly and most simply, just who 
the hell do you think you are? Are you trying 
tO Xpress a complete view of women in gen- 
eral, or just you and a little posse of friends 
out to slag off anything with a picture ofa 
pretty lacy in it? 

Yes you've guessed it, (congratulations, 
you used your brain instead of your mouth). 1 
am pretty annoyed about your sex and vid- 
lance statements. Don't get me wrong, I'am 
periectly in agreement with the reduction in 
Violence, Kul Your COlUMM ADGUL SEX 15 JUST 
complete b****cks, 


QO kay lady you've pushed your luck just a 


Sport for all? 
In your words “...when so many people are 
oxposed to the Sport every week...” — oh, 50 
are we to assume Uhal newspaper stands, WH 
oath etc leave the papors open on the 
shelves? No I think not 

And do people buy the Sport, open it at 
| the center pages in the computer shop and 


| It's a disgrace! 


force children to take in the sight? No. Why 
don't you think about what you are saying? 
Nobody makes you buy the Sport, Penthouse, 
eLc, nobody! 

Exploiting fomales? Viouldn't you agree 
that Women as well 48 men have 4 brain 
inside thelr nead? Do the Sport have press 
qangs Which they use to round up attractive 
woman and foreg them to remove thailr 
clothes and smile? Wo. The women do it 
because they Want (6, okay? Can you under- 
sland that? They want t0, Mast of these 
ladies (,yeathey are still ladies } are attractive 
enough to work af models alone, WIthouL pos: 
ing nude. 

To quote you again, “The Sport finds its 
way into thousands of homes where children 


can see it”. Oh sure! In come our beloved 


press gang again, breaking into houses and 
Firategically placing the paper on the break- 
fast table for the Kids to see in the neorning. 
Actually mo, | don’t think so at all) Anybody 


your column about 
sex is just complete 
b****cks! Tr 


who buys the Spart im't going to begin show- 
ing its contants nonchalently to minors - or 
am | uneducated in these blindingly obvicus 
facts’ Uf so please enlighten mae. 

No | haven't finished yet. You find such 
aforementioned publications degrading? Well 





I don't know what Steve 
thinks be's playing at, but he 
was on the phone to me earlier 
this week telling me that! 
wouldn't get my ual whole 
page this issue. Whatever the 
reason, | think he's very 
unwise. For a start, from what 
my friends tell me I'm now 
pure this is one of the most 
popular pages in the maga- 
zine, Of course, | can't take all 
the credit for that, as I'm sim- 
ply stating out loud what 
everybody knows is simply 


Common sonse anyway. “Still,” 


my colleagues say, “It's about 


time” that somebody stood up 
and was counted." 

Which is why I'm a bit 
miffed at Steve for cutting 


down on my space this month. 


This is the month, after all, 
when Dixons announces it's 
going to stop selling the CPC. 
How absurd can you get! The 
CPC is without a doubt the 
best #-bit micro you can buy, 
and Dixons is dropping it! 


Mind you, with they heavy dis- 


counting it's using to clear its 
stocks there's going to be a 
stampede. Perhaps the sales 
boom will be enough to make 


14) AMSTRAD ACTION 


Dixcons think again? 

never have happened if 
pared to cut the price of the 
just one of the &-bit oon- 
tenders, the CPC would have 
wiped out the Spectrum and 





‘Commodore 64 complotely.. It's 


almowt as if Amstrad has a 
deathwish as far as the CPC is 
concermed. It launched tha 
finest machine on the market 
and lets ft sulfocate slowly by 
Offering no discounting, no 
promotion and no back-up, 





A question of time 


We, the édional team, wish to poinl oul hal 
ihe views expressod by is Broadley do not 
necessanly correspond with our own. Not that 
we re abou! lo toll her thal to her face, of 
course. In the event (hal you disagred wilh 
something she says, drop us aline and we ll 
eliner print it of pass on, Anyihing, as pong 
as ils gol somebody cise § name al the bot- 
tom. 

Write to: 


Broadley Brickbats, Amstrad Action, 
4 Queen Street, Bath BAI 1EJ. 


In ihe meant, were just off fo ine dr med 
shelter to wail it lor the momen! Emnw reads 
whal Mike Wheeler's gol lo say 


let's just think who is degrading you. [ don’t 





think the people who Buy them are physically | 


or mentally degrading you. Nor the producera | 


or printers. [ll tell you. Without the people 
who pose for things in the first place, there 
would be no degradation. If they felt that 
strongly about ‘exploitation’ they woukin't do 
i. So basically, it is women degrading 
women, wouldn't you agree? 


. Violent tendencies 


You are against violence in computer games? 
Fair @nough, so | assume you are against 
other forms of uncontrolled violence? 
(Controlled meaning Boxing, Wrestling ete.) | 
quote you once more — “If the fat creep who 
owns it [the Sport] were severly beaten up I 
wouldn't mind a bit" Hmm ,J think that says it 
all. As ] said before, Engage your brain before 
opening your mouth will you? “The staff of 
this ragshould be publidy fogged and all 
their possessions bumt” That really gels up 
my nose. What have you got against the 
graphic artist, printers etc? Just tell me how 
they have hurt you and in what way they 
dagerve to be publicly flogged? If that isnt 
unnecessary vidlence in your eyes then take 
yourself down to your local psychiatric hoapi- 
tal and recite your views. 

Pormeographic? Ha!- don't make me laugh 
Are you telling the workd that an attractive 
may who is fortunate enough to possess a 
great body and decides to show off a little - 
just the top half mind you - creales porno- 
graphic material? My dear lacy, forgive me for 
making assumptions but you have a loft to 
learn 

To end on a lighter note, as I am not a 
complotaly sex mad, arrogant person, | think 
that your plece on copyright was brilliant. The 
letter to end all backing-up arguments. Well 
dome. All in all, your column makes a good 
reac, just steer Gear of trying to end the sex 
argument thal we all know about and love to 
hate 

Thank you for your time and I look for: 
ward to seeing your reply. 





YOU CAN RUN BUT T 


YOU CAN’T HIDE FROM 
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So how do you play music on 
your CPC? What instruments do 
you need? What's a sequencer - 
and what is this MIDI lark-any- 
way? JAMES PINTO is the tan 
with all the answers... % 


= 
on 


he world of MIDI is 1Tke, a closed book 
i ee ee ee bomberde, 





cal mumbo-jumbo, and no ‘clue as to ile ik 


all means. 


| 


———— 


a 


Well you'll be pleased to hear that mak- 
ing music the MIDI way is actually quite 
simple. The principle is basically that of 
translating notes produced by a musical 
instrument into a form that can be under- 
stood and manipulated by a computer, 

Of course, with the huge variety of musi- 
cal instruments = not to mention computers 
= available, some standard had to be hit 
upon to allow them all to be able to send 
data to each other MIDI (Musical 
Instrument Digital Interface) is that stan- 
dard. Effectively, any MIDI-compatible 
instrument will produce music data that 
any MIDI-compatible computer can under- 
stand. 


Play it again 









Once you have your 
MIDI date, you 


PAE, 





EMR Miditrack pertormer 


SS ———————— = = 





(includes 8-track sequencer software on ist Str 
£34.95 on disk - can be configured to mete the Me 


a (with sequencing software on tape and disk) 


ty bu own just one keyboard and you want to use a software-based sequencer such as OHCP's you will nee 
th aha tl sneer pe helipad tate cotkets on i. The: 


can then edit it via a “sequencer”. This is a 
device that records MIDI data and then 
replays it in much the same way a5 a tape 
recorder (minus the tape). A sequencer"tan 
come in either software or hardware form, 
though nowadays most musicians ‘use soft- 
ware-based sequencers Written specifically 
for their own machines. 

Sequencers*break down into two further 
categories .- real-time and step-time vari- 
eties. A real-time sequencer will play back 
your myisic exactly as you recorded it - 
includifig wrong notes! It also records all 
those awkward silences at the start of your 
<. performances when you realise you've trod- 


Salen on your plectrum... 


“s. ithough you can edit performance 
or: iipters such as the playback volume, 
abtgrt uch values and velocity sensitivity, 
Cv can ‘t actually edit the notes, As you can 
gine, to get good results with a real-time 








wall n-the first place, 


A step- time sequencer is quite different, fi 


aint: twa 


It allow#- you to enter notes cne by one, 


including-rests (when no note is played). It 
works tocthe same principal as any’ CPC 


music editor (not necessarily MIDI-compati- é 


ble) such as the Music System or the Micro 


Music Creator, in’ that you enter each note 


has 16 channels - you can assign-a different 
instrument to each one for an "onchestrat- 
ed” effect). 

Step time sequencers. Thay enable you 
to enter your compositions using a. MIDI 
keyboard, and then correct any bum notes 
Or errors using a note editor, where: you 
enter notes in MIDI data format. The advan- 
tage of this is that you can produce compo- 
sitions which are physically impossible to 
play (such as incredibly fast arpeggios and 
scales), and the music you produce is very 
exact because of the greater precision you 
can exercise versus that you get with a real- 


Noe bong al Electronics 


: =% ay shestag i 


29, 85 


n you need to be able to play pretty of] 


The principle is employed by, groups | 
such as the Pet Shop Boys, making use.of" | 
slightly more advanced tools auch as a 
Fairlight. The result is that, their ‘nitisic | a 
tends to follow logical sequences, If youlis- | 
ten to some of their earlier sangs this ipa! 
is very noticeable: listen, to how" music 
builds up in patterns, This is defin a 
great advantage musically, anc ‘wotil quite 
recently such control.was ava only to 
Atari ST or Apple Macintosh ‘users. To know 
that such packages were onlp-ayailable on 
the more expensive computers was enough 







































to break your-heart! ) | 
But Io and beholt.) w you can do such 
wondrous’ things © on Cre. A few | 


months. ago Poantiation. Software released 
its Multi-Track Step Thme MIDI Sequencer 
(try saying that ufa hurry!) - the only pack- 
en ~ R < b for the CPC. 

















meé ~ computers will connect 
TD! instrument (the Atari ST 

or-example), others - including the CPC - 
requis a] MIDI interface, To compose | 
music, then. you will med: 
1) Your (get away!) oat 
2) A MIDI instrument can 2 
3) A MID interface —_ 

MIDI in for the CPC are ASTER | 
from a numberof sources. See the | 
panel for a run-down of the best. 

‘To make life easier for the budding musi- 
cian, DHCP and EMR offer MIDI interfaces) 
which include soquencing 
of the package, Those 
sequencers, however, so ary 
iting. Fortunately, Fo 
sequencer will ran with’ 
faces, opening up a I 
CPC musician. 





ae 

















Foundation Step Tim 
Sequencer @ £34.95 disk 


| @all CPCs @ Foundation 


software (0252) 543945 


| FSTS will ran on any CPC as 


bong oe It hes a disk drive con- 
nected, But this is not 60 easy 
for 464 owners, for in order to 
use the software you need to 
hove a MIDI Interface and the 
disk delve plugged into the 
expansion port on your CPC al 
tha same time, Again we have 
ihe same old problem concem- 


|. ing the DDF-1 not having a 


user to plug further peripherals 
into the CPC. 
Fortunately, there are two 


| solutions, depending on which 
| Inlerlate you own. The EMR 


Inlerface is avadable either with 
or without a through connector 
= definitely a life-saver, Any 464 
disk drive owners buying 


remember to state thal they 


want the interface with a 
through connector (not to be 
confused with MIDI THR}. 

Hf you own esther the Music 
Machine of the DHCP interface, 
contact DHCP (40 61207) fora 
special cable, costing aboul a 
benner, thal enables you to plug 
the disk drive in, imépective of 
whal other paripherals ane cure 
Fenily connected. Alternatively, 
@ecirontcs butts can make thelr 
own cable by connecting three 
Sway edge connectors and 
two “Reversiboards” to a length 
of IDC ribbon cable. The IDC 


“Herersiboards” are only avall- 
able from Maplin (part number 
GO37S). The total cost is about 
{9 (hardly an earth-shattering 
saving over DCHP's ready-made 
hen). Contact Maplin for details 


on % (0702) 552971, 

allows the user lo compose and 
arrange songs easily using any 
MIDI-compatible keyboard. The 


package is intended for use with 


a Yamaha PSS680 keyboard, but 
works quite happlly with any 
MIDI synthoaslser, though you 
might have to change the 
dotault MIDI channel settings. 

Up to eight differant voices 
inves) and four percussion 
sounds can bo played simulta- 
neously, each with adjustable 
volume and ull 7 octave note 
range. Noles are entered using 
ihe CPC keyboard or from the 
synthesiser using a Patton 
Editor. Each pattern can be 
transposed up or down or 
copied, Drum patterns can also 
be copled, 

Once you have written a few 
pattems, you can move on to 
the Song Editor. This is where 
you decide in what order to play 
the patterns. For example the 
start of your sequence could be 
pattem 1, 2, 3,4, 1, 1,2,4 and so 
on. Pattoms can be played in 
any order and up to 99 patiems 
are available. 
mou. From here you can 
assign each voice to any one of 
the 16 MIDI channels. You can 
abe assign a sound to each 
volce, For example Track 1: 
synth bass, Track 2: strings, and 
eo on for the other tracks. 

The FSTS is extremely easy 
to use. Although the display can 
initially seem rather daunting, 
you soon get the hang of it. 
Chris Owen of Foundation 
demonstrated the sequencer for 
me, and after about 15 minutes | 
had composed a short song. Il 
didn't sound too bad, either, 
using Chris's PSS660. 


Al i 

















value for 
the home 
recordist 
songs heard (© 
impressive and 
Chris played 
me a tape from 
ihe Foundation 
sequencer 
using a nonnd D- 
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Add», 
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£49.99 (cass) £59.99 (disk) @ Datel Electronics (0782 744707) 


The advertisement balls the Music 
Machine as “probably the most éxcil- 
ing music add-on available for any 
computer.” Any computer? Well, for 
the CPC maybe. 

Setting up is quick and simple, 
and even the beginner will have no 
problems connecting everything 
together thanks to the clear and sim- 
ple descriptions given in (te manual. 
The only annoyance is that the MID 
poris on the Music Machine are nol 
labeled a5 they are on Ihe EMA or 
DHCP Interfaces. ft is slightly aggra- 
vailng having to keep referring to the: 
diagram until you memorise which is 
which. 

The well-presented main menu is 
where you access the various mod- 
ules of the system. If you have a MIDI 
keyboard the first option to go for is - 
you quessed it — MIDI! From here you 
define which af the 16 MIDI channels 
receive and transmit data. You can 
play either your keyboard's own 
sounds, any resident sample or even 
the Music Machine pre-sampled drum 
Sounds. Tou can also send ihe drum 
or music outpul to either the ear- 
phone or phono sockets of the Music 
Machine —or if you're really desper- 
ate, you can direct the output to the 
CPC's internal speaker! 


Taking a sample 

Ho doubt many people who have pur- 
chased, or are interested in buying, 
the Music Machine have been attract- 
ed by its sampling capabilities. For 
those of you whe don't know (where 
have you been for the past five 
years?), a sampler is an instrument 
which allows you to capture a sound 
using a microphone or any other 
sound source and then replay that 
sound at any pitch using a keyboard. 
The more expensive samplers, such 
as the E-mu Emulators 2 and 3 and of 
course the Fairlight series and indeed 
many cheaper samplers (the Casio 
F2-1, for instance), also allow exien- 
sive editing of these caplured sounds 
("samples"). 

Well, the Music Machine may not 
be lin the same league as (hese, but al 
a fraction of the cost it is quite capa- 
ble. To give the Music Machine's sam- 
pler the ultimate test, | sorted through 


my sample library for some awesome, 


totally wicked sounds = and it repro- 
best was.a snare drum similar to that 


used in “Beat dis” by Bomb the Bass. 


It sounded superb once | had edited it 
using the Music Machine's limited but 
effecthye editing facilities. 


ail —— i 


— Ae Porformet en aa574F Paste 
| £4355 in e , £79. 90 (tape 


retest ers ability te 
Jee oe ign, the Gala 


) rst appears 


ack Pegefmns 
asehd Time 


_ £89. pian soft- 


25 oays fale 


Sorrel option 
oy Up parts 
B it for WO 


The system is easy to use, though ihe on-screen icons take some get: 
ting used to, and certainly when you compare it to whal a Maciniosh owner 


would have to fork out it's great value. 
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However, 
unless 
YOU Own 
SsOme 
sophisticated 
sampling gear, 
ofan extremely 
phone, you ll 
newer get as clear 
a sample as the 
Music Machine's bullt-in percussion 
sounds. Memary availability limits the 
duration quality of any sampled 
sound, and the case of the Music 
Machine this maximum duration i an 
incredibly short 1.22 seconds! You're 
basically limited to sampling drums, 
even though some other insiruments 
may come out OK, such as synth 
basses of brass punches. 


Writing a masterpiece 
Using the Music ine to write 
compositions is like using a match- 
stick to play snooker. Fora start the 
maximum number of moles you can 
play af once is two = and that's only Ii 
you have 2 MIDI keyboard. 

In essence, the music editor is a 


basic step-time sequencer. Very basic. 


The drum editor is a different story. i 







in the same way 
as the music editor, but 
ihe way you enler your drum pat: 
tems is similar {o that on many pro- 
fessional drum machines. You ¢an 
use any of the eight supplied samples 
as drum sounds, of you can sample 
your own. The drum sounds provided 
are Cowbell, snare, hi-fom, bo-tom, 
open hi-hat, closed hi-hat and bass. 
They have been superbly sampled 
amd the Music Machine's drum faciil- 
fies are enough ta recommend the 
unit on their own. 

To conclude, the Music Machine is 
more of an enihusias!'s plaything than 
a professional tool, That said, if is one 
of the cheapest MIDI interfaces 
around and considering whal you gel 
for the price il is a very good bury. 
Don't forget that DHCP’s Ftrack 
sequencer will alsa work with the 
Musle Machine, as well as 
Foundation’s sequencer. 


DHCP Interface and 8- BS 
£69. 95 interface, £10, 90 fyi my haa oa 


61207) 


_The basic sequencer was reviewed in AAS, and althdUgin Pat taboo gave i 
“a noes: “Up, Tirnrarked on the fact that ihe <enganceriscked cern 


“features. Soon clint a rerens arr FrUpowne VET Stor Whit Tow 


includes fae 

pin partes. 
Firstly oe = 

“timings Are! 

inguaiimoly hetptul 


nchronlge F 
5, rou € [ track ao 


Sore really good compositions. Of ogurne the Botter your hayboard of 


expander the better your results will be, The demo files on ihe disk were written 


| using a Roland MT32 and Roland Juno. 


The DHCP sequencer is ideal for ihe amateur and prolesseonal alike. | 


| would certainly use Hin the studio together with say a 0-50 or an Mit 
| bnchdentally, lhe sequencer is also available to work with [he Music Machine. All 
in ail, an efficient, easy-io-use, good value sequencer. Recommended 
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Prove to the racing world that you have 
the guts and determination to become a 
Formtila One Driver. Take the challenge 
of the CONTINENTAL CIRCUS, 
consisting of eight races in eight different 
countries. YOU MUST NOT FAIL! 


avatlable on 


AMIGA £19.99 

ATARI ST £19.99 

C64 GASS £9.99 

C64 DISC £14.99 
SPECTRUM £9.99 
SPECTRUM +3 £14.99 
AMSTRAD CASS £9.99 
AMSTRAD DISC £14.99 




















Our 80 track double sided i inch disc drive will allow you to alors BOOK on 
a single 3.5 inch disc. The drive is a slimline 1 inch high citizen mechanism 
(as used on the Amiga and ST) and comes complete in a steel casing and 
with a power supply and cable to connect to the computer (please specity 
464/664/6128). We have three different software packages that complete 
the system, RAMDOS & ROMDOS by KDS software (ROMDOS is a ROM 
version of RAMDOS) or RODOS by ROMANTIC ROBOT. 464 owners must 
already own a first drive and interface before they can use our drive. 


NEW LOW PRICES! SAVE £15.00 ON ALL DRIVES 


Disc drive with RAMDOS ........... scaedaceces payee serve 109,99 
Disc drive with ROMDOS.............. sansa wisaapexenceeee’ £119.99 
Disc drive with RODOS...........:..cccccceccssssruees iecen £119.99 
Shark 3.5 WWI CRSE asc. cncccececcecccesesecseacsoesersecosaceaes £1.00 
ROMBOARD (holds 6 ROMS) ee. stwanpiledkcemtee £24.99 


All pices mclude WAT and postage 


TELEPHONE 
061 228 1831 


— ee es ' 
The Word Processor - with Mail Merge 
The established, powerful word processor for the Amstrad CPC 


6128. TASWORD 6128 has been specially developed to use 4K 
of memory as text space. This means a text file can be a 


Your 464 becomes a professional standard word processor with 
TASWORD 464. Supplied complete with a comprehensive 
manual and a cassette which contains the TASWORD 464 


massive 60,000 characters long, enough room for over 10,000 
words! Featuring all standard and many extra word processing 
facilities TASWORD 6128 includes sophisticated print options, 
on-screen help, notepads and a built-in data merge facility. 
Extensive customisation options allow many facilities to be 
changed to your requirements and then saved into the | 
Combining power with case of use, TASWORD 6128 is the 
complete word processor for the CPC 6128. 

TASWORD 6128 Dise £29.95 


Tasman 


‘sl TRRRE 


: PERFECTION IN PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE | 
Springfield House,Hyde Terrace,Leeds LS29LN Tel (00832) 438301 


If you 40 not want to cut this 


TUTOR to teach you word processing using TASWORD 464. 


at ie seks ae ertE 


tooo RS i BC a 
Le ela oo fe amined. g-a ee ee 
ies i cid ae pe ee 


atten ole, es tah a a ed £ tees er 


“The Sign Maker for the CPC 6128 and PCW 


Produce and print your own signs, banners and large notices 


to get your message across with maximum impact, A complete 

sign making package including four distinciwe lettering 
iiyiee aad charscher Iesighis frova, us bch to tctiell wlth 
of the paper. Signs may be printed across the paper or along 
the length of the paper to produce large eye-catching banners 


and notices. 
TAS-SIGN (dot matrix printers only) dise £29.95 


Use the clip coupon below and send for our FREE brochure 
describing these and other products for the CPC range. 


write out your order and post to: 


magazine, si 
TASMAN SOFTWARE LTD, DEPT AA, SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, I ayDS heer, LEEDS LSi 9LN 


"Ilenclose a cheque/PO made payable to Tasman Software Lid OR 


Charge my AQCESS/VISA number 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


: : ITE ‘ i 


" PRICE 5 
£ 
£ 


Telephone Access/Visa orders: Leeds (0532) 438301 a | Outside Europe add £2 per item airmail TOTAL £ 
Please send me a FREE Tasman brochure describing your products for the IBM/Amstrad PC 0 Amstrad PCW O Amstrad CPC 0 
All prices inclade VAT and post and packing 








HELPLINE 


NEW ENTRIES 








| 1 will peovide help on all aspects of BASIC and 
&, fireware, qvuliifaces, debug programs and will 
wribe ones for FOU on reqpuest. 

Beis. 


Penpals wanted for 16 yr ok. 15 + prefferod, mabe or 
female. AAT5 for sabe! 








Anpone got Restan for the 6128 | coukd borrow, swap 
of bay, disk on tape! 


bound pale ASS, Jackle and Wide poke in AA 26 
and the Pyjamarauma pole from AAS. 

J Gilesple, 16 Birdie Close, Kibworth, Beaochamp, 
Leos. 


Penpal wanted betweenthe age of 11 and 14 who 
weld He to swap games. All letters answered. 


pokes. Send see if you want me to send you some 
babi. 
IPA 


Hetp wanted for Batman the Caped Crusader -— A 
Bard in the Hand. 





Speech ROM, Tarword, AA Studio, Cherry Paint, 
BASIC programming. ee ae 
game. Wil also print listings and screans Sp a pace, 
David Carter, Ruxley House, 28 Mt Hormon Rd, 
Woking, Surrey GUz TUH 








Software help. Need help with playing of program 
help ist ee), Money hack if not satiafied, 

Lee Harbert, 42 Rivermead Road, Rosehill, Oxford 
OX4 40E 





Pokes, tips, tape, typing — anything. All needed for 
a fanzine. Or anyone who has produced a fanzine 
and can help please do so. 

Stafts W512 45F 


Veanted: someone to how ine how to use Poke Easy 
Plus. | can offer belp on Joaceagames inchoding Foot- 
ball Director (inf cash). Wf you're stuck in Div 4 and 
and tam name with an sae and poull never worry 
myin.Alss wanted any penpals (prefer female but 
dont really mind) age 14-19 who can show me bow 
to use Oui or GAC. Must like football 


Jason Cass, 16 Glastonbury Hee, Ferndale Road. 





Help! Does anybody know of Lombard RAC Rally for 
the 464 , o: Grand Prix Circuit? 
Daniel Bourn, 41 Horsham Ave. London N12 9BO 


| have need for quite a few type-ins from AAs 1-36, 
Anybody who has done a jot of them and is prepared 
to spend some time putting them on tape for me 
the cassettes and | have a bet of the programs [ want 
(moscy fan graphics). 

G Connolly, 3) Cypress Ganiens, Cartronrey, 


Casi doemgerscente 


Athlone, Co, Westmeath, Ireland. 

Codes desperately wanted for: Army Moves, Freddy 
poke for Eagles Nest? How many levels has Crazy 
Cars [ got? 

A Mack, Bryher Cottage, 86 High Street, Dilton 
Marsh, Westbury, Wilts BAI) 402 


Lotz and lots of games. Send sao. 
Shropatire S¥13 1TL. 


Lots of Mubiface and tape pokes. Also som maps. 
Laing printed (0p per page. send tape (Go disks) 
Tape to tape, anything only 25p. Money back if not 
copied. Please mark all letters AA Helpline and 


cheats. Send sae for details, also Cybernoid 
Want it alreacty typed in. 

J. Bainton, 2 Pickwick Caravan Park, Pickwick, 
Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 00 


Elite wanted for the 6128. Will pay a bit. Penpal also | 


wattend. 
Ben * 0732 JS3726 


Saanich earn at “s " id 
nam 


Ki Orn Cue 


p oe 4 
tiace 


Stephen Lumb, 14 at 


ay fax tb K2 STF © 0422 246963 | 


othe fy iy et 
1, DF yn ao ee te 
Ae: ntth Tod ovordan 
Sig eh | 


BASIC program: written (peice on epplication). 
BASIC programs debugged 50p +sae (money hack if 
i can't do it). Listings 10p a pege end letters in 
nema spaces Dems peleted rape Oey) 
Bridges, Near Hamilton, Devon EX14 OBJ 





Anyone tel me bow to transfer Manic Miner (464 
only) from tape to disk and to run on 61287 I have 
David Mitchell, 5 Fern Way, Jaywick Sands, Clac- 
ton on Sea, Essex CO15 278 © 0255 4ass 


Help required urgently on Captain Blood! Can find 
Piero Serra, Park Croecent, 149 Colwyn road, North- 


Penpal wanted to swap tape games and share tips 
and poles. I have a 464. 





©) November 22nd). We do know that 
a" “some of the CPO world’s most 


SHOPPER COMP 


“Not content with bringing you 
the absolutely mega AA Fourth 
Birthday competition last 
month, we're now giving one 


lucky reader the chance to scoop= 


up more CPC goodies than he 
she can carry! Read On..." 


London. Al angind you. are stands 

bulging with softrlines _caeeEES and 
her goodies. You're clasping 
huge, empty shopping trolley with one hand 
amd a map of the exhibitors’ stands with the 
| other. Somewhere a voice shouts “GO!", and 
| suddenly you've got a whole five minutes to 
cram that shopping troley with everything 
you ve over wanted for your CPC — free! 

Sounds like a dream? Well, courtesy of 
Amstrad Action ami Database, that dream is 
about to become a reality for one lucky COM 
Ppeution winner. 

The competition coincides: with the 
Computer Shopper Show, to be h in the 
Gafeat Hall, Alexandra Palace, Londen from, 
Movember 24th-26th Also featiring “The 
. Wonderful World of sAmstrad", the show 


[=" = 





a ipromises to be the/UKip largest event for 


SAmstrad owners, withs over 100 of 
‘the 250 stands selling Amstrad 
products. 

The lucky winner will make his 
or her trolley run hall an hour 
before the show opens (lfam on 


illustrious suppliers Will have their 
| wares up and ready or the grab- 
| bing - the only thing 
know is whether ‘the i trolley 
wheels will be able ‘to take the 
weight! 

Just $9 you get the idea, here's 
a lst of all the manufacturers tak- 


|, ing part in the eamipatition: 


-A & § Distribution @ Ai 

Computer Supplies @ Amstrad 
| ®B Bytes 6 Caspoll Computer 
Services ®© Computer Manuals 
® Computer Store @ Database 
Software © Direct Disc 
Supplies @ Eclipse Computer 



























Marketing © Kador @ Kengcton Data @ 
Littl Office © MCD Software 6 MD 
Office Supplies @ Main Media © Manor ' - _ — phew! 





| @ Fee! Up to answering a few really tricky 


questions? OK, here goes... 


1 Where is Loudén's Alexantrs Palace’ 
a) London =O 
b) Tokyo 


a) Macclestield 


“What has four wheels, a handle for push- 


ing it with and is made of wire? 

a) The Thames Barrier ae i 

b) An open-top Skoda meantinng. you ‘d hetter dic oe as 
c) A shopping trolley Tunning shoes and start training. "ve 


RULES AND CONDITIONS — Ai sstries cust react us by 31st October 1508. 
The Judges decunen us final and no comespondence J 
Fach winner wil be ioobed to oné predetatiimed whl. Be entered! gph 
ren per stand = either sottwers on perplerais = but Empicrees af Future Pudding co Dei 
ota) machioes will oct Se fede evalabo. elapse for etry 





! — el a ae 
a 
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| ‘eh ne | Aworld of information 
=e pA at your fingertips 
Offers 


Couetia samy Lon preg de cra ce A Microtext Adaptor tums your 464 or 6128 into a sophisticated Teletext 

| Yi Ar Kun Fu... 2.00 Pusple Satu Day 7.09. Recerver. Giving you access to any of the hundreds of free s from 

ps CAE Seer Omen eames Rangiora 793 21 [i Ceefax or Oracle. As well as up-to-the-minute news or football results, 

Supe Seate..........-...259 Pro Power Simulator Pils Oe fl there’s the local weather or even bargain holidays. And Teletext caters 

Moto Miers —. : 5 i Tustea Espirit : i Sebati perenne he ] for special infarests, bik COMMIT, rTeOtOrieny, or gardening, you'll ‘rnd 

SOA eS Star Ware Triingy 09 16.00 | things to do and places to go in your area plus much much more. 

Coe ee salah Title Cama po ee i” A ie slant . 

Wizards Lair H.. + eeiaree ae Rienophebe....— 7.98 12.90 | Bul unlike a Teletext TV, a Microtex! Adaptor allows you do a lol more 

hn: in ee et ee Deoidercib... 7.44 h Ga i sroegie wd Ld | j i ir . j = 
TD DO R98 Forgotien Worlds 7.491099 Navy Moves. 7.00 1g. ed ihe information, you Can save a page to disc or cassette, perhaps to 
Bad COAL cise OB Worm cc A OO = Dragon Nina ...... 7.90 ...10.99 | eOD a Walch on share prices, or to print pages like what's on TV. Pius 


BA AH rime Tee Te a rn eal ADDO ceed Reais ee ieee Ou Gan acoess and use Teletext data from your own programs 
Shadowy Bkimnocr .. Reet fied Heat . cof OE DO | Command Pos lemaneeA, 9,.14.95 | y roviding anciless sata P ' 
sel ey Robocop... et rere ar eee ys 4 Pa eA | P nig Gf POSS : 

¥ Sireriaked oe. ere ta. retin & seatieecs ier on OS i Behe re operat yates i : : 
Joc Wilaecn, Chara sosscssese 1.8 ineliau Janes. aT AD oe Fun Sclrool 2 Hee, 25 se ind Microlext Adaptor fits neatly on the expansion port, it comes with 
POO ARGS eee Thunder Birds... 7 ae. ue Second, E 4-H rearthis te ; I 7 . Just connect tt with a HEN 

ENec only Camter Command... 7.4. OT Peli OTe rv 1 if pipe piste May at vidi i. tet the aa eae 

MOG cites = Kenoy Daghiah. Fe | Stop Petia oe, S98 | a ‘Of SOCKGL OF a VIGEO TECOMer and Change 
BY cece essananaiisasusith ree i 8. 1 Soop Presa + Mouae yo ...86 _ channels with the controls on the video or there’s our own Tuner which 
Parmpang ....... teresa mminator. ee. PO CS, ee. 
natsactl sells wo Phobia Eine Extra. oo | | has been specially designed to provide the signal that the Adaptor 
Volleyball Siemalatoe Fun the Gauntlet... 7.40 ..1000  Protext... saseainasel FAS | needs, plug in aenal, it tunes iiself in (f) and channets are selected from 

| Seer Ending Story 0.459 = Opemation Woll 7.40.1 8=6Promerge.... oe 168 

Fadget Sooner Gosia... 7.4. Oe = opel meeeereatey | 4. : | your keyboard. Tune into Teletext, a world of informabon at your fingertips. 

| Soy Murer... 3-0 Peed 7.49..1059 Fleet St Beiter 2. 2a.o6 Stan = 

} thats lorm tee _l.75 Kel Chesthuter..7.49 1030 Masteriile I... 2809 | ‘A well thought out product that performs admirably. * 

Tr hilased Dtery 1 Tiere Sarit 70. Oe De Dra V1 eet Anstrad Acton Dec a? 

Wilot be ass eT Butane The Mevie 7.40 11.50 De Graph 10. 

Adie Ponta Sire, Fevecls Volley 420199 At Last Phas a | ) 7 ; | 

AK t 260  Bloodkerch 501200 Scpercake So : A Mecrotexd cpus for use with a vickeo is my a eee 
DMX Semaletor 2.60 | Dragen Spérit 750.126 Armor C Compiler. 3 | Adaptor and Turrer just... 

Hackett 1 0 Games Sumener 7.501000 Magara 6. | Prices include pp & VAT. 

oe ee ei THEE: 0 cre tee aol ik lankey 2 Finger Typing. am 

Gren Berd op Sapo Fes : i lenkey Crash Course .. 

oe | i ir He... woe LED hee Devpac #0... 3 


~arur sneer alan New Zealand Story 7.50 ..10.00  Hisaft C Compiler... 36,95 Instructions are provided to transfer software to disc. Discs are available for 
Rab cs nner : Shot... 7.00 10. | S= 00 extra 
Please send cheques'PO's fo 


MICROTEXT 
Dept AA 7 Birdlip Close, Horndean, Hants POS 9PW 
Telephone: (0705) 595694 


sa : -CASPELL |L COMPUTER = 0202 6661 55 [24 he} 


My: °/ RIBBONS ele oe Vag 
Loh tele WE ALSO HAVE Au ete , 
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ad OM 0 2 iSkKS a that 
mad POWAZ56 (L/L#e).....°2741 i DISK 

Brorhor HAYS/25/40. +2606 Tibbons in 
Sanvoning OUP on ante and a Technical 

tela Library of 

ee ci ae 1500 BOOKS! 

Epon pace Please enquire! POSS e)\\ 


ilaets 


= 12 Buick conver 
| ores Joks faded ribbons 





: ier 


FOUSRaOOOUSeSOomDoeseSc eset asteoccrarom> 





Ad prices pet 1000 sheets incl VAT 
© PPS Se ay guerity f 
__ _faeaen chocest 11/9.5 GOgsm Listing .. 26.45 agit 
(Fabrics offer ionager ite and may be used 44195 Togam Microperd...........£7.95 ays tor iiseit The first two times <a 
walt Alibove Alenirealy/) uc or cr 11/9,5 85am Letter Qual ...........29.05 yeu Use | ONLY — ae 


© Avent 2 Fades Meer or Asirete Pale. 


Ad size TOgam Micraperl........... £9.70 ee at 
PRICE STRUCTURE itis aspem Lene Gul... 10.86 y £89 Sy 
1 2 11/0.5:2 partNOR...cccccccccc TOO | | 
£2.05 £5.75 £12.95 AS size Lotter Quality paper, Pics inc VAT & post 
£3.95 £7.45 £16.95 Upright (Porta) Onentation, £13.96 | = 
6445 €7.05 £18.45 Micrapert all edges for letinr writing 
£4.95 £8.95 £19.9 os | ) 
esos cioes cosas 4 Address Labels U 
Prices include VAT & post 3.5/1.5, 1- of 2- across 
£3.75 per 1000 (+1250 rar 





CASPELL COMPUTER SERVICES 
Geo AA, FREEPOST, Poole Comet BHIK SBA 
Tel: 0202 666155 or 0202 35650 (24-nr) 


TRADE EMGAGE b LOCAL AUTHORITY O80 WL ooeD 
Aut egures 2) Ceerkor Fel Pome Cree Gets yo 







noos > 

















® Holy winner, Batman! David Ware of 
Farcham selecied Advanced Art Studio from 
hia uillity bell to draw this brilliant! cartoon of 
everybody's lavourite caped crusader 


eo “. th : 
® This slectrilying piccis Ipc (.. Funder of 
Doncasier shows just how gilective Mode 1 con ba, 
: 


‘\\ 


® Every month Amstrad Action’s Technical 
| Editor is given a cheque for £20. Why? Because 

of his many hours of sterling service, unpaid 

overtime, selfless devotion to duty etc? 

Well no, He has to give it away actually (ho 
ho) - probably to you. That's night. All you great 
CPC artists out there stand to win yourselves 
£20 and the etemal glory of having your pic- 
tures printed in AA 

So send those piccies in, together with 
some brief notes on the paint package and any 

| special techniques you used. 
| (Don't. forget enclose an SAE if you want 
your disk hack.) 
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® This creepy alien fice belongs lo Aubrey 
Berwick of Liss, 


breather this month, but AA's pixel pro- 


fessor Will be back next time round 


with the next installment of his graph- 


ics extravaganza. In the meantime, 
keep sending in those pictures to: 


Adam Waring, 
AA Gallery 
Future Publishing 
4 Queen St 
Bath BA1 1EJ 


® An excellent reproduction of the famous Hornel 
apacecrall drawn on Advanced Ar Studio by 
Aubrey Berwick, 


® These two cool dudes from Forgotten Worlds 
have boon captured by the brush of Grainger Olilt, a 
e6o) dude Irom Gorby 





800K STORAGE CAPACITY 


This quality drive is just 1° high and, when used with Hodes (ROM),] 
Romdos (ROM) or Ramdos (DISC), can store BOOK of files withoull 
Thoping ihe disc. il is Supphed cased. Power supply and cables are | 
ncluded. Please state 464/664/6128. 

| When supplied with Rodos, price is ....... Kian ehanscuegsisiebend ature 

| When supped with Fhormdios, rie 6S oe 

| When supohed with Aarmdos, O96 is... ererrcnnceres 








The amazing 
ROMBOARD XTRA 
including 
6128 UPGRADE SOCKET 


FEATURES 6 Standard ROM Sockets 
plus - Put a 6128 ROM in the 7th socket and you have a 
working 6128 operating system. Upgrading s 
as 1 mips as (runt! 
plus: - 4646/6128 selector 
plus Cold start RESET BUTTON 
Pus Through connector for further expansions 
ALL THIS FOR JUST C20 
6128 ROM £19.50 64K RAM PACK £49.95 


THIRD DRIVE SWITCHING CABLE 
Connect to any combination of §.25°, 3.5" or 3° disc drves 
ONLY £8.50 


(Please state makes of drves if known) 


We buy and sell quality used computers and peripherals. 
Give us a ring and we might have if. 


MICROSTYLE 
DEPT AA, 212 Dudley Hill Road, Bradford BD2 3DF 
Tel: 0274 636652 


wee: Catalogue Arneatracd CPC, POW, PC 1812. 
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Playing with Prote 





or, How I Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Love |Ctri]-[Y]. 
PETER CERESOLE begins a 
major three part series on cus- 


imeas are boring. The only good game 

ever written for a computer was 3D 

Monster Maze on the ZX-91. Thal one 

made you sweat with fear. The others are 

only fun for their programmers. But printer 

drivers = now there's red meat! Macros! Hex 

dumps at micnight! And the sense of triumph 
as the damn thing finally goes night. 

ve had more fun with Protext than with 


any other hundred quid'’s worth. I'd better ad 


this clear: I'm talking about 
Protext, Promerge and 
Utopia on ROM. They func- 
tion seamlessly together, 
except for a few spare 
BASIC functions in Utopia 
The fun comes in making it 
do just what you want. This 
isn't macho stuff, mixing it 
with the undocumented 
opcodes of the Z 80, Rambo 
with an Lor This is Wimp 
Programming, by and for 
wimps. There must be jots 
of ws out there. And it starts 
the way | did — gently. 


Startup 

The first thing is that, even if you have 
Protext on ROM. which is the best place to 
have it, that’s just the plain vanilla version. k 
may be better than any other CPC program in 
the Enown Universe. Dammit, it is better. But 
it's Dot POUT Very OWT. 

The essence of fun (and practicality too) is 
to write a program of your own in BASIC 
(ugh!) that sets Protext up just the way you 
want it. 

Call tt “disk” as you 
would any start-up program. 
Then, ff you have the right 
ROM on board, you just 
bung in the disk and go 
CTRL/ENTER. Disk runs. 
Amd this is how it goes (and 
if anything isn't dead obvi- | 
Cus straight away, it's worth 
having a look with the man- | 
ual open and the CPC 
switched on.) Well be build: 
ing up a fanly lengthy 
Frotext ROM loader in this 
and in the two instalments 
to Come. 
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At first Uhere was just Protext, amd there 
are plenty of little things you can do with the 
bare program. The first thing is to send the 
main printer control codes with single 
keystrokes. | never use the keypad as such, so 
all the function keys are ficed (see fig 1.1). 

The bit of “disk” that does this is very 
simple (Ctrl-X=CHRS(24)): 

16 REY 0, GHRS (24)4"q" 

18 MEY 1, Gung (24)4*u" 

20 KEY 2, CHR9(24)+"b* 

22 KEY 3, Cag (24)+"s* 

24 KEY 4, Ging (24) +"e* 

26 KEY 5, CHRS (24)4*n* 

20 REY 6, Cans (24)4+"t" 

30 KEY 7, CaRg(24)4"i" 

a2 KEY 68, Car (24)4"c* 

34 KEY 9, CORS (24) 4"1"+che§ (24)4"r* 

(double width and height). 
The sky's the limit — the 

shifted and Control states are all 

available. You can control as 

many codes as you care to pul 

mio «6©ypour pronter driver, for 

example to get accents the way 

YOU Want Lo. 


I sherl print zis ernly 
Warnce 

I need to do occasional French 
accents (if you see what | 
mean!) but I hate having to 
remember the 
weird vs substitutions when 
you type “French,” so | Gault 
them into the printer driver, Ctrl- 
4 + “a” is acute, placed alter the 
letter and sending (8439) to the 
printer, which is backspace plus 
the accent. Similarly Cul-X + “x” 
is circumflex, sending (8+94), 
and grave is Cil-X + "g", (8+096). 
With some daisywheels, these 
codes are the only way to get 
accents printed. 

When [ had a Juki 6000 ! 
built accents into 
the top three fune- 
tion keys, f7, f and f. And then 
there are simple pleasures, like 
Soc 27 65 6 15 27 831 
>am 9 
aoc 2? 656 1527 631 
This is really a printer trick, but 
Protext makes it 50 easy to mess 
about with printer codes that you 
experiment a lot. It works on any 
Epson compatible, and just sets 
the printer to half line spacing, 
then condensed print and sub- 
sctipts. To get out of this mode, 
you can reset the printer, for 








emp, with: 

Soc a? 64. 

woo 28 64 

vem 5 

soc 27 120 1 

(See Fig 1.2.) 

But it may even (gasp) have an application... 


How to get a cat ina disk box 
Somebody wanted to print a CAT that could 
fit into a disk box. I thought “Aha!” and even 
“Gotcha!” Into Tiny Print, and then a charac- 
ter dump (using a routine called PRINTON 
from Utopia) of the onscreen “CAT” will... not 
quite fit into a box. Ah 

This was 4 bit of 4 blow. Putting the print- 
er into Elite made for a (tight) fit. But it was 
all terribly small. Time passed. And then | 
romembered moxie 1. Mode 1 CATs in two 
columns, the right shape for a disk box, So 
this is how you put a CAT in a box: 
Set Tiny Print (as above) 
Print the file. 
Mode 1 
|(PRINTON CAT 
<<Dise box CAT>> 
(ee Fig 1.2.) 
And that's it — perlect designer fit. The only 
reason that the blindingly obvious took me so 
long was that | always think of Mode 1 as 
being Ladybird Book Three, so | forget it 
exists, Mode 0 is Janet and John. James 
Joyce's Ulysses, though, was 
definitely written in mode 2. 


Hires 
There's more simple stuff 
that somehow makes life 
more fulfilling. The last line 
of my Protest BASIC loader 
INE 1,0:INE 0.26:B08R- 
DER26: | Poot 24°: 1 P. "pr 
nec": |P 
The first part proves that | 
am a serous User it pro- 
duces Black writing on a 
green screen, which gives 
higher apparent definition. This is because 
the eye can easily resolve the line structure of 
green letters on black, which is boring. But 
the black letters have no line structure, 
they're black all the way through Away from 
the centre spot, the eye has much lower reso- 
lution, and sees thé screen as a smooth green 
field. Bingo — higher res! Anyway, who writes 
In white on black except for school teachers 
and negative thinkers? The next bil suppress- 
es the ruler (prettier) and switches off ngnt- 
justify {ugh). Then it loads the printer driver 
Anyway, this was kid's stull, fingerpaint- 








ing by numbers. With Promenge all kinds of 
nice things become possible. It started after | 
read an article about customising Protext, and. 
[ realised that | could change some of the 
things that irritated me, like the fact that the 
only new ruler you can call up is the default, 
which is a drag. The legendary David Foster, 
who wrote the article, gave a sequence of 
codes to call down @ ling that has been stored 
above the top nuler of the documerit. 

Full of inspiration, | wrote myself a 
eaquence to copy whatever line the cursor is 
on, to that position above the first ruler line. 
This means | can make up a ruler line, gat it 
KokKing right, and then pop it up there, and 
recall it with David's code. This is a macro 
(nice to know that) and the numbers are all in 
the manual, on page 61 in my copy. 

Here first is the macro, to store any line 
now at the cursor position, up above the top 
ruler line, This assumes there are no markers 
get, | assigned it to Cul-f0. The line in the 
Basic loader goes: 
CHRH251)+CHRS(233)+CHRS(250)+CHRR23 
3) +CHR§(0)+ "9" +CHRS27)4 
CHRS(237)+CHRS(234)+CHRS(11)+CHRS(0)+" 
9°+CHES16)+CHRS(236) 

What is happening is this: 

[Ctrl-right, go to right end of line] [Shift- 
copy, set a marker] [Ctri-left, go to other end 
of line) (Shift-copy) (Ctrl-@, put in a place 
tharker, call it 9 in case there are othors in 
use) [(Ctrl-[, up to the top] [Ctrl-I, make a 
spare line) [(Ctrl-Copy, copy the line up 
there) (Ctrl-K, get rid of the markers] [Curl-@ 
goto place marker 9) (Clr, clear the place 


and print. 

And then.... what about the envelope? 
This is a touchy former dictator you're writing 
to. The postcode is endless. More stuff to 
type. Wouldn't it be nice if the address could 
be winkled out and set up in the second file, 
with all the margins just night for the enve- 
lope? Vell... here it comes! 
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The action goes like this: 
[Ctrl-G, goto line 11] [Return] (Shift-Tab, 
move to Tab] [Shift-Copy, put in a marker] 
[Ctrl-G, goto line 4, Ret] [Shift-Copy] [Ctrl-B, 
block mode on] |Ctrl-¥, goto the second file] 
[Ctrl-U, copy the block after you] [Ctri-I, 
make a spare line] [page length 10, return, 
top margin 0, return, side margin 20) (Ctl-Y] 
[Ctrl-B, block mode off} [(Ctrl-E, cancel 
markers) |(Ctrl-¥)} [Esc] 

At the end you find yourself sitting in 
command mode in the second file, and 
ether tho address is ready for printing, 
or maybe a couple of spare lines at the 


bottom have come across because the 
| acidiress is shorter than the maximum. In 
this case some quick, mindless deictions 
fixes everything. The original file is | 

Obvicusly, you change the margins to | 
suit your printer and your envelopes. | 
really use that macro a lot, both at home | 
and at work on a POW 9612 (never 
heard of it —ed.). The CP/M macros are a | 
bitle differant, but the principle (and the 
numbers) are much the same. 

One thing more: if you have lots of 
Macios stored you need to increase the 
space available, The Utopia command 
\Tomes, 250 enlarges the Duller to 
cope with everything I have thrown at it 


marker) |Ctrl-retum, down to the start of the 
next lime]. 

Now for David's retrieval code. It assumes 
you are at the left and of a blank line to start 
with. I assigned it to Ctri-R, which is normally 
set'to copy the last ruler = which has proved 
to be of Litthe w5e to ine. 
CHRS(11)+CHRS(0)4+"9"+CHRS(27)+CHRS(29 
2}+CHRS(25 1)+CHRS(299)}+CHRF(0)+ 
"9" +CHR§(16)+CHRS(234)+CHRS11)+ CHRS| 
226) 


—2es ' J3g°=se" 


=) 
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[Ctrl-K, kill any markers] [Ctrl-@, put in 
place marker 9] (Ctrl-[} [Shift-Copy] [Ctrl- 
right] (Shift-Copy] [Ctrl-@, goto place mark- 
er 9] [Clr] (Ctrl-Copy] [Ctrl-K] (Ctrl-return). 


Press CLR to clear screen 
Press EX to enter edil node 


Alaa. | 


David also suggested a save and continue 
macro. Small but perfectly coded: 
CHRS(252)+"s"+CHRS13)+CHRS13) 
+CHRS(252) 


Letter writer 

A lot of thee trouble in writing these things is 
in the clear-up, to leave things neatly the way 
they were, This was certainly true for the 
biggest macro, the one [ use the most, and 
Cee one that was most fun to write. 

Picture the scene: a letter to an Important 
Contact, their name on the top left of the doc- 
ument, yours-(mine) on the top nght. At the 
end of a long session cooking up just the right 
amount of flattery, tremendous care taken not 
to actually ie (or to split any infinitives) you 
spell-check (“Crikey, did I really type that?") 





Actually, it needs a litte organising. All 
my letters have a standard format for A4, 
which is of course on my Protext utilities disk 
a9 a file called (aha!) “A4" - see Fig 1.4. 

If I want another format below, I just put 
in another ruler. This code extracts the 
address. It assumes the second file is empty. I 
assign it to Ciri-f8, replacing the Cropia call to 
Maxam 
chr$(7)+"11"+chrS(13)+chr$(228)+CHRS(233) 
+CHRS(7)+"4"+CHRS(13)+ 
CHR3(233)+CHRS(219)+CHRS(25)+CHRS(21)+ 
CHRS(237)+">pl 10"+CHRS(13)+ “>tm 
0°+CHRS(13)+">sm 
20° +chr$(25)+chr$(219)+chrS{11)+chr$(25)+ 
CHR$(252). 


50 far. @ 


| , 

Fun's cool 
There's absolutely no deep virtue in any of this — 
stuf. You don't need any of ft to use Protect 

| effectively, and it takes quite a bot of time to set 
what's time for? Having fun. And what's it lie 
fiddling with these mini-programs? Fun. So 
enjoy. 





@ Next month Peter Ceresole wrostles with his 
printer, and shows how to tum the CPC into a 
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Poor old Tasword tends to get 
left out of things somewhat - 
unfairly, argues TOM OSMOND, 
who begins a two part series 
showing just what Tasman's 
baby can do. 


) Oo Why should anyone bother to reap- 
S praise such an “ancient” piece of soft- 
‘ware which critics are always so ready 
to slam into second place? A word processor 
should be simple yet effective, bearing in 
mind the imitations of the machine it is writ- 
ten for After the program is customised, 
Tasword enables me to go straight to the 
business of Wiiting, antl so completes its pri- 
mary function. 
its ease of use means I no longer have to 
concer myself with learming endless chunks 
of the user manual, and after only a couple of 
weeks the few command functions which are 
essential become second nature. k might be 
argued that, precisely because so much of 
Taswords beauty and user-fnendliness only 
bacomes apparent When Wave spent so long 
using it that you've forgotten it ever seemed 
difficult to use. 





This is what | like best about Taword 
6128, that message at the bottom of the 
screen telling me | have 65,276 characters 
[tee — a lot of space, you might feel, but so 
many of my files are in excess of 40K that | 
like to know the whole thing can be held in 
memory at one time for me to play about 
With. And besdes, what's the use of having 
an additional memory bank in the computer if 
it's not going to be used! 

With only 12 options to choose fom this 
Menu looks lke the most paltry selection 
ever, but believe me, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Press “C™ (and RETURN) to 
customise the program and we can make a 
Start to personalize this baby to our own 
requirements. 

Keep pressing the RETURN key until the 
Change Program option appears and then 
press “Y¥" in response. Select a pen colour (] 
use 19), 2nd colour (2), paper colour (0), bor- 
der 1 (0), border 2 (2), cursor (4 for a square, 
95 for underline), cursor type (0), left margin 
(10), right margin (70). 

Keep data merge, fle pont and Enter in 
the default mode for the present merely by 
pressing [RETURN]. Suppress screen rejustifi- 
cation (Y), right to left (HN), unlock Help (N). 


Tasmania! 1984 and all that 


Prior to 1283 and belore 
Tasman Software as we row 
know it came mnto being. Robin 
Thompson had created 
Tasword 2 for the Spectrum 
46K = 8 program which, it ts 
Said, has Since cold a 4 | 
100,000 copies! 

Al a lole stage in the CPC 
646 development in 1383 they 
were approached by Amstrad 


| lO produce 3 word processor 


= 
t 


perhans more importantly 
COUN It maton (he success of 
the Spectrum version? 

Amsword (or Tasword 464 
Snce hey are One and the 
same) was lollowed by 
Tasword 4640 which took has recently sold 20.000 copies 
advantage of the CPC s new 
oigk drive wnil 

Then, iin keeping with 

SSMan § POnCy Of TOnowing 
hardware developments, these 


Austraiia, as well as in Holland 


upper tens of thousands and 
being beaten snto second place 
only by the Specirum version! 


The Duich company Filasott 


T= J Cees = z z 
ol Tasword PG? which has now 
benome ihe accepted word 


7 toe i 2 Fede be 
pratessod mn Guten Danes 


for this brand new computer Pragrains Went Ub raded on 
re 
"haat Baas 


and so in 1S4Amsword was 
bor, being bunched with a 
widesoread and publicity cam- 
peiegn 

Bul did this new program 
live wp to 5 advertising and 


Particularly nauseating 

Tf you haven't yet bought a copy then sit back 
and leam why you should do: otherwise type 
RON'T and let's take another look at this word 
processor (What! You haven't been following 
the hints and tips columns and still use long 
Henames? Shame on you! ). 

The opening screen (on a colour monitor, 
that is) is particularily nauseating with its 80 
columns of pale blue text. Press (CTRL]+(2]. 
this clears away that unnecessary option to 
have part of the Help page on-screen and 
leaves us with. a blank page. Unless you've 
already mastered Tasword's manual this is 
useless 50 jump © the man Menu 
[CTRL}+ [small ENTER]. 


In fact, a6 Simon Howarth 
of Tasman Software pounits out 
the 6126 version has proven te 
be “extremely important to the 
company, particularty in 


1 Course to Tasword 6128 : ¥ 


ment offering immediate tamil 
larization should any CPC user 
ever have lo use a PC — not to 

mention being ome small blow 

struck for standardization! 


Particularly nauseating 

This completes the first part and netums you 
to the main menu - all pretty painless! Select 
“RK” from the Menu to retum to the: text 
screen and, wonder of wonders, a blank page! 
But if you type a few words you will notice 
the fruits of pour labours. Retum to the main 
Menu with [CTRL|+/ENTER] and select 
option “C" again - we haven't quite finished 
the setting up process yet. 

Select the first option to define the Page 
Layout. The number of lines required per 
page obviously depends upon your own 
requirements, but for letters and notes I use 
56 lines. Header from page number to tep of 
page {2 lines), from header to text (3), from 
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® Tasword's comprehensive Help screen. 


tact 


< = 5 1 ate 


vied 


per ite i A Soi) bar 
wie | tiki 


et Le Lis 
ii She fe. 
doer Uhere wei 


6 Tasword in action. 


bottom of text to footnete (3), from footer to 
bottom page number, if used (2), carriage 
retumm (13), linefeed (10), form-feed (12) - 
although check with your manual for these 
last three if you use other than Epsom com- 
patibie. 

It i6 Vital ko program the required number 
of lines per page, and use of the paging facili- 
ty when entering text [CTRL]+(P] will enable 
you to see page breaks on-screen. For 
manuscripts | use 26 lines to a page since 
these have to be double-spaced (an option I 
select from the printing menu, but more of 
that later), with top of page to header (4), 
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header to text (3), text to footer 
(3), footer to bottom of page (2). 

What's the point of all this? 
I'll amit it takes a few minutes: 
and a bit of experimentation to 
key in these features, but there 
is only a need to do it once. [l 
shall refrain from naming the 
reviewer who indicated that all 
such changes had to be keyed in 
each and every time Tasword 
was LOADed! And there I was 
thinking that all copies of 
Tasword came complete with a 
manuwal!). 

How come? Retum to the 
main Menu and press “IT” to 
SAVE your personal version. 
Now each time you LOAD the 
program from your own disk you 
are presented with all the fea- 
tures you need, with no need to 
change a thing. [ have numerous 
versions ranging from letters to 
be printed in a standard font, lot- 
ters in elite to double-spaced 
manuscript. | have only to select 
the appropriate disk and can 
start work. Surely nothing could 
be more user-{riendly? 

One plus factor on 
Tasword 6128 is the use of the 
monitor as a "window". 
Although only 60 columns of teat 
can be displayed at any one 
time, the program is able to 
extend the ight margin to 128 
columns (if needed) and the 
entire screen scrolls as you type 
Up to this extended margin sct- 
ting. Ideal for spreadsheets and 
other such applications, provid- 
ed your printer can take paper of 
such a width. 

Entering text is as offort- 
less as you would expect. Tab 
settings can be included as and 
when necemary (Ube default set- 
lings being at every tenth col- 
umn), or can be established 
before saving your own Cus- 
tomised version of the program. 

Merely press 
[SHIFT)+{TAB] to create an addi- 
tional tab stop at the cursor posi- 
thon, or [CTRL]+[TAB] to clear 
unwanted tabs. Because I often use embed- 
ded printer control characters (more about 
this when we get to printing text) I prefer to 
keep my letterhaads stored as a disc file. 

However, Tasword 6128 has a “notepad” 
facility whereby such items as addresses can 
be stored in memory and brought down into 
the text window as required at the touch of 
two keys [CTRL}(COPY]). Frequently used 
words or phrases can even be incorporated 
into the Basic loader program by wsing a com- 
bination of CHR§(13) and SPACES(n), such as: 
20 KEY 0,CHRS13)}+SPACES(36)+ "AMSTRAD 
ACTION” +CHRS(13)+ SPACES(37)+ "Future 
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Publishi 
Limited" +CHRS(13)+SPACES(33)+ “BATH™ 
With a press of [CTRL}+(0] (on the numeric 
pac) the above is printed into your text from 

To SAVE a text file is completely effort- 
less. By retuming to the mai Menu and 
pressing "5" a CATalogue is made of the disk 
together with a prompt for a filename. And 
that’s it! LOADing back is a similar process: 
this time select “L" from the Menu and 
choose the file from the catalogued disk. 

Amd what of the program's speed? Even 
AA tells us that text is reformatted one word 
ai a time, Dut did you notice the suppress 
screen rejustification option above? Answer 
"Y¥™ to this question and text is reformatted in 
seconds on the 6128 format. 

To test this (unscientific, but it will serve 
as an example) I loaded a 20K text file, select- 
@d a paragraph (139 words) from the centre, | 
completely reorganised the position of every | 
line on-screen, pressed (CTRL]+(J) to rejustify 
the paragraph and the whole operation took a 
painless two seconds by my watch! So, if you 
don't suppress screen rejustification you too 
can sit for over watching words roam about 
the screen with a life of their own. 

Nor is the program unnecessanly siow in 
olher respects. It takes seven seconds to go 
from top to bottom of a 30K file, and the same 
to retum to the main Menu. Other programs 
may Claim a faster speed, but with all this 
simplicity at your fingertips why grumbie 
over a few measly seconds? Printing to the 
screen produces equally satisfying results. | 
touch-type in excess of 50 words per minute, 
and even with a huge text file installed 
Tasword still keeps up with me. 

That's all for this month. Experiment with 
your own program and dont forget to save | 
those versions of Tasword you are likely to | 
use most frequently (of course they have to be 
on different disks!). @ 


Call me old-fashioned 
Whether a company is large or small its cus- 
tomer support is always importanl. Inthe two 
years since | began using Tasword 6125 - and 
using it for professional applications - | have 
had no complaints. 
Admittedly, | did have teething problems 

| but one telephone call to Tasman and | 





| received a personal reply in the post the fol- 


howing day! Tasman assure me that queries 
are resolved promptly (immodiatety, if human- 
ly possible) and problems would always be 
resolved to the customer's satisfaction. 
foscuretedecay now that must count for 


EEE SE eee 
@ Next month Tom Osmond takes a look at the 





: aiads that vital wanes tan wors on-screen to 
lext on paper via the print option. 





AMSTRAD ACTION 


Se 


| —y, 


MIDI 
COMPATIBLE 


allowing any sound to be recorded 
at different pliches with many 


7 ee 


FREE 
MICROPHONE AND 
HEADPHONES! 


bars of music, You can edit on 
scteen & Save /Load sounds, 


ror rei Sly 


r= 
es seca 
a ——— YAMAHA SHS 10 FM 


a Mra : 4 5, Berchaomged «mr cree 
v It con magnify. sbrink. colour All ¥ 2.8 octave keyboard. 
WW Picture storage tend vetoed. ode 4  TOTONE TO LOAD | Same 


pen calibration featare. 404 of 6120 (Please etate which) ¥ Superbly styled gultar-trpe 
a 
adapter. 





NEW 
SLIMLINE 
a = 


Now pou can add « superb top 

YY S00R of data storage on disks that 
” beat hens than £1.00. 
Y So seed to filp diake. 


industry standard 
VW We supply our drive with the 





464 of 612% (Poses state which) 
AMS 2 























fall MD ie, MET Oot & MOD Thru. 
y Cutput through your MI-Fi or 
eadale - ee 


j 7 : complete 
with Microphone. 
U) Use a fall aise MIDI keyboard to 
1 coeds predaced by the Music 


produce MIDI data from your own 


compositions 
AY No other product can offer so 
. mech in one uemit - it's the total 
eebatiog l 
, (Cassette) 
ADD £5 IF DISK REQUIRED 


UNBEATABLE VALUE PACK - THE YAMAHA SHS 10 FM 
MIDI COMPATIBLE SHOULDER SYNTHESISER,THE RAM 
MUSIC MACHINE PLUS FREE MIDI CABLES TO CONNECT 
EVERYTHING TO YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM 


RAM MUSIC MACHINE 
¥ See abore for details. 


FOR ONLY 















| NO MORE TO BUY!! 


oerer SO opw ber commands plus a 
printer buffer, etc. 
od Easily fitted - fall lnetructionas., 


44 oworrs most already heave a: 


 O4R unit expands 464 to 128K. The 256K unit ¥ All bank switching done automatically by 


attached to the system. 
'? When the 2S1GE Silicon Disk be 
















MORE 
MEMORY 


¥ SS ne eee Y G45 unit brings 464 up to CPC 6124 memory 
hr memory. configuration making a much larger software base 
evallable, WI work straight off with many 
OY Features bank switching software for easy use by programe designed for this unit (incheding OCP 
, the programmer or for use as 0 date storage area. Art Studio - eee Ad.) 
v acter pasa tie det perce eet can ; Ideal for wae with the CPM 2.2 etc. 


takes your 6124 to a massive 770K! aupplied software (cassette 464 - diak 6128). 


256K FOR 464 OR 
6128 (PLEASE STATE) 


) The 2516K Silicon Disk ts designed 
to be used in conjunction with at 
least ope pormal [Hak Drive 


fitted only 2K is used for the PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS 
cnyenewingerinuaiew £ leering : : AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
than « normal Disk Drive. 464 of 6128 (Pease state which) 


4 Tare Four Amstrad Monitor into - 
fall featore TY set with our TY 

' ‘neta clear reception oo all 
channels. 
Built-in speaker. 

, On/Off eohume controls. 

, Boightoess and colour comtrols 

4 Channel selector 

, Attrectively etyled to match your 


DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., i INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GOVAN RUA, ee STOKE-ON- 


eee pa Ler, 
Why not realise the fall potential 
of your monitor? 





AMS 2 


Is MGT’s Lifetime Drive the 
answer to your storage needs? 
ADAM WARING gazes into his 
crystal ball. 


£129.95 (+ £18.50 for cable) 
Miles Gordon Technology © 0792 
791100 


A second drive that can be configured to work 
with just about any current micro, and one 
which wmas J.b-inch disks into the bargain 
sounds great. These disks are cheap, more 
rigid than 5.26-inch disks, and offer greater 
storage than 93-inch versions, Henea Miles 
Gordon Technology's Lifetime Drive - an ®00K 
capacity drive which can be upgrade] to any 
computer simply via the use of a different 
cable 


Not content with giving you the definitive 

review, we're giving away an MGT Lifetime 

Drive, Thanks to MGT and Amstrad Action, 

some lucky reader oot there is going to be set 

up for life, 

All you have to do is answer the following 

three simple questions. 

1. Which of the following animals has the 
| longest tife epectancy? 

a) The Exploding Patagonian Bole-Weevil 

b) A hedgehog crossing 4 motorway 

c) The giant turtle 

2 A 3-inch disk has the equivalent storage 

capacity of how many Finch CPC disks? 

a) 04 





With the right software the drive will for- 
mat 35-inch disks to 796K — over four times as 
much as a standard 3-inch CPC drive, Couple 
this with an average disk price of about £1, 
ard it's Clear you're going to save.a lot of cash. 

Standard CPM copying utilities work fine 
ani programs transfer without problems. 
Protext works equally well, and multifaced 
soltware can be saved and run indirectiy by 
snapshotting to drive A and copying the file 
across 

The drive is slightly noisy in use, but not so 
bad that you can't live with it. More daunting 
perhaps is the drive's price. In addition to the 
beast itself you need a CPC cable - another 
£18.50. Add to this the price of a disk operating 
syetam (up to £30) and the whole kaboodle is 





nearing the £180 mark. 

Against this, though, the Lifetime Drive's 
compatability with several different computers 
goes a long way towards fustifying the £60-odd 
price differential between the MOT drive and 
its CPC-only competitors. If you decided to sell 
your CPC (Heaven forbid!) and buy an Amiga, 
you would only have to fork out another £18.50 
for the new cable to give your new machine fts 
own second cirive. 

Nevertheless, the price may still put some 
buyers off. Now if MGT was to bundle a disk 
operating systom and cut the price to the level 
of its competitors, the drive would become the 
CPC add-on, 

AS it stands, however, you'll just have to 
save those pennies and dream... @ 


risk Supplier BOOK Drive with with with 
: ie i with cable Ramdos Romdos Rodos 
i a 
3, Where does the word “disk” come from? MGT 148.45 NA NA NA 
a) The back of a Rice Krispies packet Siren Software NA £109.95 £419,95 £119.95 
bh) The Weish Language Society Datel NA NA NA £119.95 
ce) Ancient Greek Micro: © ean : ai 
Microstyle £89.95 £114.90 £124.90 £119.90 
Answers on a postcard please, anc address 

poor a uci WEE Se @ Ramdos £23.95, Romdos £27.95 @ KDS (04953 2076) 

ethon, 4 Cueen Street, Bath BAI 16), @ Rodos £29.95 @ Romantic Robot (01 200 8870) 

The cable plugs directly into the drive B 

socket on the 64/6128 and the drive, a Citizen GOOD NEWS 


mechanism encased in a compact, robust steal 
shell, can be weed straight away = but only as a 
single sided 178K drive. To wse it to its full 
capabilities, you will need a special disk oper- 
ating system, such as Ramdos by KDS 


@ S00K of storage per disk. 

@ Disks cost less than £1. 

@ Compatible with most other com- 
puters. 


32| AMSTRAD ACTION 


THE ULTIMATE 


GRAPHICS 
PACKAGE... 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 
PACK! 






COMPLETE SS 


ADVANCED 
WW Genius Mouse is a high resolution two button ART STUDIO 

mouse featuring optical counting, teflon quides, | tare on bisk FOR 464 OR Ui 

microswitches, rubber coated ball and high am. 484 DENG Ee 0k aon P| | 
quality interface. er Tee 

4 When combined with OCP Advanced Art Studio this graphics package is 
quite simply the best system available. The features are unmatched... 


Create an ievage - shrink it, expand Pulldown loon driven menus for oy Pixel edit, font editor, filp. invert, 
‘4 Ht, mewe lt, rotate it, copy it, ¥ case of use, ¥ rotate, eld or textured M8 ond 






ealour lt ete,, obec, v Mouse operation, plas joratiok and profeasional manual make 
keyboard control. Advanced Art Studio simpy the 
ee an, ae Ae rc ear 16 brushes - so beat graphice package. 
ateatic Bass - etretot amd flexible anyone can create superb 














manipulate shapes. 


graphice casily. 
H Zoom tn to add detail in fine mode. ¥ race aaa 


La The Genius Mouse Graphice 
fytiem comes complete with the 
apecial Mouse Interface to allow 
Super emosth control. 

y Attractively to match your 

464 of 6128 design and colour, 


v Simply pings into Expansion / 
Joystick Port. 


| ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST 





| 






O782 744707 















7 Send cheques/POs made | 
% 25 24hr Credit payable to EUROPE ADD £1 


a co vee “Datel Etectronten” OVERSEAS ADD £3 


- PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS © CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS 
_AND YS T To CHANGE WITHOUT SOTICE 


¥ HO OTHER GAAPHICS PACKAGE CAM OFFER 
80 MUCH AT BUCH A PRICED 


Vv OCP ADVANCED AAT STUDIO ALOME MORMALLY 
RETAILS FOR £25.00. THE MOUSE SYSTEM HAS A 
HORMAL PRICE OF 30.00. HOW TOU CAM BUY BOTH 
FOR ONLY £40.00 AMD OFT A MOUSE MAT AND HOLDER 
(worth £12.00) ABSOLUTELY FREE. 









DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD,, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 





/ AMSTRAD 
COMPUTER USER 


| Fun School 2 for under 6 yrs 


i al i —— oll = = 1 oll a — i. be ' e = _ a —_ | 


nw ce 


Seo our Mini 


- 
x Office prices . 
LMM MNS 


ACCESSORIES 





ies ae a at ee 17.95 ieee oe AMX Mouse 46.95 



































































30 Pool AL95  Protext. | 
Time and Magic ae 16.95 Printer Lead VM. onciecivomn son B.95 | 
Syboke i ae Armor Filer... 1895 Printer Lead 1.5éM reeenee S| 
Tare Scanner 127.95 Amor Office Sute lee ff, 95 Printer Lead 2.0M., iiebdanmaniainans WORSE = | 
Renegade 11.95 Tasword 6128......... fetal 9.50 3° Disc Cleaner .... il 25 | 
Runcung Mear.. silo Taspel wowl295 Amstrad A232 Interace $5.95 | 
Licence To Mill. oll 19S Tasprird 10.95 Mono Soneen fitter 12.95 | 
Rick Dangers ALIS Tyseogyy 10.95 Colour Screen Fitter 14.95 | | 
ci Ri ee Taschary W10,.95 Comp Pro 5000 joystick 13.95 | 
cians Jones... 11.95 Tassgn 6le3 23.95 Quickshot Turbo joystick 11.95 
New Zealand Stary 11.95 Qualitas Plus version 2 ............ 14.95 Cruiser joystick... 6.65 aes . 
Passing Shot... 11.95 Quattes Font Library oll G5 464 Mondor ext Loads... ee | At Lact it is possible -glaue icreen 
Gemini Wing .... 11-95 Qualitas CPM + Utilities Desk ee 9S «©6128 Monitor oxt Leads... 7.95 an geese coe 
Pye cayecale 1 oe French MIStOSS..nccc-cc-cc-10--15.95 1000 Fantold Labels 00..6.95 a | 
b a ae 6 (Genmar Master, 14.9% Second Drive Lead... 7.95 | COLOUR DUMP 2 is svedabie exchisvety | 
SHE OF Di onnnennnnene NID en Tuten 35.95 AMX Mouse + Art Software... 5995 | Fo WLC Sucrhes ard wil ake 3 sanded |] 
| 1 Sp : akin Tutor | ee 1535 AMX Mouse + Stop Press... 64.95 . peep egaate vith oat hal 
eh Masterfle il Database..............29.95 464 Dust Cover (MONICA) oie T OS | oo on Star LCLO colour printer You | 
Mastercale 128 occcccteee eee t95 $128 Dust Cover (monaco!) ... vs FS choose which colours on paper, represent 
OFFER ENDS 31st OCTOBER Matrix Soreadsheat Plus... 29.95 KDS § 14" BOOK cc dive ata 4846128) 159.95 wtiich inks on screen for total control and wart 
On Sip ess Deon Ptising 34.95 SDORRA aa om ABSE | Boy Ho a Er creat 
) Extra EMR joocsce 19.95 cite : ms | DMP 2000/2160 wih coloured ribbons. 
' COLOUR DUMP 2 -212.95 
Meee ee ouantity || ADVANCED ART STUDIO - £19.95 
| Printer 1 2 & | STAR LC-10 COLOUR - £229.95 
| COMP Soone1eo_ 3.80 o0...14.00 fy 
Panasonic 1080/9081 2.06 ..7.00_..16.00 [Jes - 
smarts nccourrs: pa EE) Bike 
ideal for thers bina Micro-PI65200... 4.05 9.09.1800 |] PRINTERS 
paisa hogar | CPM BASED Star LOI Colour... 5.05_11.00.._- 
includes VAT. CASS: 34.95 CF2 Dec (Amecit/ttael | All printers listed have 2 ben inch (Ad) car 
DISC: 39.95 10 nage, are Epson compatible, arnt hadure 
oad Supercale . a 1 AVARLABILITY £28.95 | continues or single sheet paper. | 
tractors DISC: 39.5 | | 
| Maxam 8 39.95 —s 5 | | i 
Fortran 39.95 BOOKS MANUALS CITIZEN 120-0 | 
PRODUCT COSTING: DI6C:39.95 Full ray ee | 
. i range of gut sires effects 
ernie tae OF Oa eee Limited sizes and effects in HLQ 
| ’ r 
PANASONIC KAP - 1007 
| Giters all the rat mode tect sizes of ef] 
= | OMP. 2160, but is better bul, more melanie, |] 
ae | Sages MLE Seat eS | 
Ararat Weg, Mineral. | only £10.00 extra! yrecommendad. | 
Answerback Juror Qunz | 
Laine pening Aclney | Aa well but ad roliabie as the Panasonic. | 


Fun School for 2-5 years. me 
Fun School for 54 years _. 
Fun School for 8-12 _...., 


pipipinieisinicicipie | 





A) UY ef ad ed ed Sd ad 


Fun Schoo 2 for 68 yrs.............. 
Fun serine ted ay Deir i 
Workd Wise. 


| an he tasktat td RX LCIG atedine event } 
Cao Ope ie Scie Seo Hyouwar | 


ti 
oe 
un 


s 35 | er een eS i 
French Mistress (12 to adult) 15.95 pe a pice = 
h Tutor (12 to adult) 16 98 Reineeitec NOL ER 895 KOS Rom Board (Holds 6)...........24.55 STAR LC 24-10 | 
aba aS nF ate | - = —<——— of the LC-10. Has 5 aecetere I 
ltaan Tutor (12 to adult] 534 —_—————— tly chin Gale oll = 


ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE & PACKING IN THE U.K. | stieats. Tee exira etfect, outline and staiow | 


Note: Factfile: ane question packs only | are also featured. Good value 
ar 5 tha Anciamheck lonior (ear. | THE ABOVE SOFTWARE IS ONLY FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC RANGE i= 69.95 


WE ARE NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR OF SPECIALISING IN AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER, OUR POLICY IS TO PROVIDE THE WIDEST RANGE AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES WITH A FAST TURN AROUND TIME - TRY OUR SERVICES WITH CONFIDENCE 
CALLERS WELCOME: Mon-Fri 9to5 Sati10to4 
—s PLEASE SEND CHEQUES/POs TO: 





KN 


40a Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 9TS. 
Tel: (0462) 32897/420847 or 421 415 for eee Card orders 


———— . mai: Tee M. opr! a 





A DAM WARING Tie isiceltlelsmceliim@s)-le[--m*) | problematical prose 
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< 
@Disappearing act 
Heip me please! I typed in a program from a 
previcus issue about altering [Me status in 
BASIC (JiAA}o25). Unfortunately, I missed out a 
vital line, which resulted in all my Mes disa- 
peanng from the disk. In complete despair [ got 
Cut my disk editor and found my programs, but 
I could not load them back in. How do | get 
them back? 

Stewart Hector,South Molton 


Your disk editor showd have an un-erase file 
option, most do. This next letter should be of 
help... 


@Data retrieval 

[ have discovered a handy routine that will 
reaneve ost files on disk. Its short, simple, and 
takes 20 seconds to type in: 

PURE éA701, 225: | REM, “0: )iFILDOME|b", 
“|iFILENAME)b": PORE cA7TO1,0:CaT 


@Board with ROMs 


{have been thinking of buying the ROM ver- 
prensa but 1 dont know anything 





them. L hate: also. read about ROM boards, 
ea arch of wat ty a fo 
| Stephen Ge 





EB ig ee Spent 


_ ROM to the computer. The board fits into the | 
: i port ant fast i to 





computer's ¢ 
poicand foe Gee 


| @ ROM boards: Instant ‘access to your favourite 








ROMs, #uch as where to fit 






Hey presto! The program 
is back. 
Eeith Grimeditch, § 


Well done Keith, 
you've already belped 
Stewart out, Youll! soon 
be getting a well-deserved 
tenner from the postman! 


@That's the sprite 

When I Bought my 6128 [ got 17 tree programs, 
one of which was Shape and Sounds. Having 
had the computer for a year now, Ive written 
some pretty good BASIC programs using the 
shape designer. 

However, when the shapes overlap, the 
cvlours mingle. [ve read something about 
‘sprite planes’, where sprites are able to go 
under or over other graphics without this prob- 
lem. Is there a way to-do this in BASIC? 

Now that I know BASIC well, [ would like to 
move onto a different language, such as 
machine code. Please coukl you suggest a suit- 
able beginers book and software package. 

David Cardus, Stamford 


The answer fo your first question ig no, I'm 
afraid, David. You really need to white a 
machine cade routine for something as com- 
plex as sprites. Perhaps a listing will appear in 
a forthcoming Type-Ins? 

Good new. We are about fo run a sérnes on 
machine code very soon. If you cant wait all 
then Assembly Language Programing for the 
Amstrad CPCIM, 664 & 6128 (by AP & DI 
Stevenson, Angus Books Lid, ISBN 0 86242 861 





8, £7.95) is the book for you. As for an assem- 
bler you could do worse than Maxam I, which 
is available at the special pnce of £24 (usual 
pce £49.96) from Aumor Ltd (0733 68909). 








| @Wiping the tape clean 

| | have been a regular reader of AA for 
some time, and have never seen a detailed 
method of cleaning the tape deck. The 
common réasons for read errors on pro- 
grams are oxide on the heads 
causing joss of high fre of 
quency, and deposits oan 
the pinch rolleticapetan #é 
resulting in the lape not ff 
fiding- correctly. The 
mechanisms shouki be 
Cleaned with cotton buds % 
dipped in da-natured spir- 
iis whilst the cassette 6 $ét to 
play. 









- 


John McCormack, Garelochhead 


Cheers John, @ practical Gp that fim sure 
everyone will find usar! 








@Sound advice 
Lhave owned my 464 for about 3 years now and 
recently [ have become interested in the serious 
side of things, including using the expansion 
ports on the back. | know what all are used for 
ezcemt one, a small round socket on the ight 
hand side when viewed from behind 

AQ first I thought it might be some kind of 
headphone socket, but this doas not seem to 
work. What's it for? 
Paul Hiley, Sheffield 


Your guess was Nght, it is a headhone socket, 
but the signals i produces need amplification 
to be heard. Try linking if up to your hi fi's ine 


a ae 
| AMSTRAD ac TION §S 


POOLS AND HORSES 
COURSEMASTER AND 
POOLSMASTER 


a I 
The Computer Horseracing Programme 
#* AATES ANY RACE IM SEQOMDS - ANY DALY NEWSPAPER Gi ALL YOU NERO 
@# NEWER out of date - Both A Hunted Phat - Font cata erriry 
# AMADING NOCURACTS - Now you CAM BEAT THE fOeIE! 
i Works on ihe sinpla peancpe hel FAST HORSES BEAT SLOW OMESIIt 


b cietling SINGLES 
EINE ei, Good BACH WAY and LONG CDOS bets clearly 
a. 
@ 42 PRONT out pou BETTING SUP & ym 
# Marien 2 BANK ACCOUNT - BET @s PROPESSRONALS col Boceeds a) poe bets oy See 


aC COeTpaeie Peco? of poor Bete ceergeied Gores ageerd po Weert fete 
# PUL. THE AMAT COURSDMASTEA Tis. hope Geers epee ce cee Pe 


eee tat A Syxteen which requatly produces tge wing fem email eukes Tey et ee poery bor ee eikry 


ten Cae po Pee Beet ceey 
® Suocieed wth 22 cape BETTING CLE eed ALA 
_ FREE HOT Tw oF THE MONTH TO EVERY Sn Ager 


eh nite 
rp tire in erg ared repairs. cds Pal yi kag Ne agian fahdles ip ws aaing peor lec 


The Iai ed iden vearh saasanch as Bax Postel Pecks Inc Wee rocnenvner lean Evans of G66. the 
arog ha Bathe pecs of ecperted ad Gb dipicity deF in ae 
© Predicts Homes, Aes and Orie, 
# Mg Adely feng in of name etc. and nd redurelard detheces 
@ Ingiart pad out or Hordoosy Hl pce have & Prior 
® Ueee soberthe toceuie Saupe on cecal leet hone and ey, be gue poertien, soak Gaeed otc Ff has long 
een feaesd fond certain Gombe of Ohne facies rotuen 6 eh heghet awerage of dees thee thee laws of 
neta woul oepes PORSLSMASTER bose fe Mente lacters and anaiyord Pet aigndicese io otra poe fhe 
tee] porsaitiin hance of p ain 
Rees aod poets foe cers meek! Gee i coe eet. ele moe bees Pat Ag fe i oe 
toy beeps eel 

siete Teach hese ingy te vente emmln 


oats antes etic eer a Pipes lle ees pore 
= CiAL CoM Toa? Dw oSkK o Th TAPE f un T ak iMinics / 
BOTH COURSEMASTER & POOLSMASTEAR - TAPE £31.95 - (158 £11.05 


INTRASET LTD, (DEPT AA) FREEPOST NO. 10 Woodside Ave, 





Clayton-Le-Woods, Chorley, Lance, PR6 7OF 


TURBOSOFT (AA) 
41 SOUTH STREET 
LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
BEDS LU? SNT 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
TEL 0525 377974 
FAX 0525 852278 


FORTHCOMING 
ATTRACTIONS 


K 
89 
29 
4 
69 
9 
oa 
5 
a0 
qa 
a9 
a9 
i 
ao 
a 
ae 
a 
. 
7 


et PT 
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ATE. a a 
tiiaialimeile hr 5.95 
Big Trouble in Litite Chir 9.99 
| Alerrative Weel! Games. .......9.59) 


BERESSSEERE 





Er ee ee 
CASS 


» QRDERS UNDER £5 PLEASE ADD SOP PER ITEM. OVER £5 PsP FREE IN LIC ST Sima aE a TT 


= i 9 La ARE 


- £30 TOOLK iT. 


" Exellent value for money", " Silent package " 
that is what Your Sinclair said about the SPSecLrim version of Our Toolkit, 


now available for the Amstrad 464, 646, and 6129, 3 programs in 1, Copies to disc. | 


HAS OUR FULL ate BACK GUARANTEE - NOTHING TO LOSE! 
* SUPERB ASSEMBLER - full screen editor - like a word processor. 
Very fast - has cal monitor. 
* TOOLKIT - shows what happens to registers when running 
m/code, plus disassembler, debugger, etc. 
* CTOS - reverse assembler - changes machine code back into 
a source file - relocate your m/code! 
IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS. MANY UNIQUE FEATURES. INCLUDES 
HEX/DEX, LOADER MODE, SINGLE STEPPER. HALF THE PRICE OF 
MANY RIVALS | SAE FOR DETAILS. ALL INCLUSIVE PRICE 


LERM. DEPT AA. 11 BEACONSFIELD CLOSE, WHITLEY BAY. 
TYNE AND WEAR, NE25 9UW. TEL 091 - 


Visj = — 


Technical | Sonvices 


All repairs guaranteed 4 manths, prices 
quoted apply to any single fault * and 
are inclusive of parts, labour and VAT, 
Free retum cariage for UK mail order 
customers. CPC 6128 Rom installation 
service available, only £8.00 

® Excludes repiacement of complete 
keyboard, cassetie mechaniam of disk drive 
assembles (irae estimale given). 


VSE Technical Services (Dept 104), Unit 6, 
8 Nursery Road, London SW9 8BP. Tel 01-737-0234 | 


2533015, 


High Quality Repairs 
Low Inclusive Prices 
The Logical choice! 


PLEASE MAKE CHEGUES 
& POSTAL ORDERS 
_ PAYABLE TO 
TURBOSOFT 
N.B Please state clearly mode | 
of computer & also cassette | 


j 


SS6Gpooo55o) 
SSSSSSsssssea 


tot tats tt ttt 


= 
» 


SESSSESESSSSSES 
£3: 


oc 


sf 


SEs 


Exoesesesesess 


“2 


oSSSR 2228555 058020,5, 
SESSARSSESTSSSESE: = 


iLbes who fa fohahain tom ims 
S8eGies S2eseesesese 


Three Boars........... 
Answer Back Junior 


= 
4 


148 


Bs 


EM. 
PLEASE NOTE SOME GAMES MAY WOT BE RELEASED AT THE SCHEOULED TIME. THESE WILL BE DESPATCHED WITHIN 24 HAS OF RELEASE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 





in oF aux input to hear the CPC in glorious 
stored, 


@Protection racket 
Could you please print a listing which saves 
and loads some sort of protected loader to pro- 
tact my programs from prying eyes. 

Daniel Smith, Dublin 


No need for a listing, Dan — the firmware has 
built in protection routines. Save your BASIC 
programs Like this: 


SAVE "filenames" , P 


Your programs can only be loaded with the 
RUN command. Any attempt te break inte and 
list the program will erage it from memory, 
Dont forget to keap an unprotected version of 
YOur program somewhere, or you won't be 
able to yet inte it yourself! 


@Detective work 


Here if @ Short routine that detects if the print- 
or is on line or not. This could be used in pro- 
grams such as a word processor to test 
whether the printer is ready to accent data. 


10 IF INP (£7500) KD £40 THEN PRINT 
"Off line" ELSE PRINT "On line 


[t Was written on a 6128, but | see no reason 
why it shouldnt work on any of the CPCs 
Stephen Trimmer, Broadstairs 


Thanks Stephen, do other readers have any 
useful one-liners? 


@Power cut 
[ have recently purchased a second-hand 464 
with green monitor It was very reasonably 
pnced and came with good software. 

There is one snag though — the five volt 


@Between the lines 


Several letters have come in this month con- 
ceming prokiems with printers connected to 
the CPC range leaving a blank line between 
each row of text. This fault is peculiar to 
CPCs and happens with several different 
makes of printer. It is caused by the AUT- 


® Cut here! 
\, 


4 


CRLELEVT EF 


XMODEM 
HOST 

80 

NONE 


ce hell 
| | LF i ee 


OFEED signal bemg held bw, hence an 
extra line feed is sent with each. characte: 
return 
To solve it, pin 14 of the printer port 
must be disconnected, either by cutting the 
wire in the printer cable which goes to that 
connection, or by simply 
masking the pin with a 
bit of selotape, 





| tifa Engl 


APE PR 





powe;r plug that attaches the monitor to the 
computer had broken off. Until recently, this 
was no problem, being held in place with biu- 
tac. But now the screen has started to shiver 
wien kading games, and Im getting a lot of 
read errors. Are the two factors related? The 
person | bought the computer from said he 
would solder it back on. Is this wise, or am | 
better off getting it mended by a profesional 
firm? 

EK Harvey, Oxon 
Soldering the power plug back on is a simple 
job, so J wouldn't worry about if too much 
(unless this guys completely incompetent!) 
You'd be well advised, however, to buy a new 
plug, costing about 30p, from your local elec 
tronics shop. 


@Bowled over 


I carefully typed in the “10 Pin Bowling" listing 
(A449) on my 464. but when I ran it 7] got an 
error in line 210: 


210 GRAPHICS PEW 1 


AMSTRAD ACTION |37) 


FORUM 


ean 
- @Thick head 


John Bow les, 
Wotton Under 


alate 


I couldn’ find this command in the manual, so] 
changed it to read: 


210 PEN 1 


Which worked, then errors in 740, 760, 780, 
920. Is my computer going sick, or is some- 
thing wrong with the program? | am at suicide 
beach, Please put my mind at reat. 

Richard Corbin, London 


The published listing works fine - on a 6128! 
Unfortunately, 464 owners cant enter the pro- 
gram as printed, because some commands 
only available on the 664 and 6128 have been 
used, notably GRAPHICS PEN and FRAME. 

Replace the GRAPHICS FEN with FEN, as 
Richard suggests. FRAME can be emulated on 
a 464 by CALL &BD19. 

We appologise for any loss of sleep caused 
by this, and from now on any future Type-Ins 
with restrictions as fo what machines they 
Fun on will be marked as such. 


OA twisted tale 

Hete’s a handy tip for Canon PW1080a printer 
users, and it might work on other printers as 
well. 

I noticed that the print head doesnt run 
through the centre of the ribbon, but up 
through the top instead. All you need to do 
when the ribbon ming out of ink is turn the rib- 
bon upside down and print using the other 
half, Just twist the ribbon once at the front, 
and wind it all the way round. Hey presto, the 
ribbons upside down, 

Christopher Bowler, Carshalton 


Hmm, must try this on my 1200... 


@Sine language 


38 AMSTRAD ACTION — 





I am puzzled at how you rotate an object 
around its point of origin in machine coda. | 
know ther is a jot of mathematics involved 
but I dont see how to put commands such as 
SIN and COS down in machine code form. 
Please coukl you give me an insight of how to 
do this? 

Carl Jefferys, Standon 


Professional coders dont actually calculate 
gines and cosines In real time, as this would 
be far to slow. A table of values is set up 
instead, which can be ganerated by a BASIC 
program: 


5 "Sing wave table 

10 deg 

15 sintabes8000 

20 for caf to 359 

25 sweint (ain (nm) *128) 
30 if =<0 then sexe256 
35 poke sintabin,x 

40 next o 


This sets up a two's complement sine table. 
Al numbers are multiplied up to provide a 
reasonable scale — in this case 126 — to fit the 
range info oné byte. If you wanted to now 
the sine of 45 degrees then your machine code 
program accesses the table like this: 


LO AL, SINTAS ;Start of sine table 


ID De, 45 (45 degrees 

ADO AL, DE 

LD A, (HL) (FAetwo's comp regult 
@Question time 


Some time ago, in Hackers Only, you explained 
how to start and stop the cassette moter in the 
464. Could you please explain how to read and 
Write to the tape? 





ls there any way of copying the BRC micro’s 
EVAL function? This allows you to acoass 
BASIC through a program, @.g. You could input 
a formula for a graph, and the formula would 
be incorporated into the program 

How about a Soldering On project for a 
ROM board and an EPROM blower? A bar code 
reader for scanning bar coded programs 
shouldnt be too difficult, should it? All you'ld 
need is an L.E.D. and phototransistor to detect 
the Diack and white stipes. 

Finally, how about a series for teaching 
LOGO? 

Shabaz Yousaf, Slough 


Call &BCAT to read from the tape and &BCIE 
fo write to it. In both cases HL points to the 
data load‘save address, DE is the length and 
A is a syneronisation character. If anything 
goes wrong, carry wil! be false and A will con- 
fain a error code. 

Not that [ know of The CPC's VAL fune- 
bon wil omy evaluate the fist number in a 
string, it ignores variables and calculations. If 
any readers have any bnght ideas, let me 
know. A tenmners up for grabs! 

Anyone fancy blowing up their CPC for the 
sake of fame and giory? Send details of your 
crazy contraptions to the usual AA address. 

LOGO? Ob yes, thats the program nobody 
ever uses on tbe beck of the CP/M disk, isnt 
it? I'm not sure that there would be enough 
interest to Warrant a senes, to be honest, Let 
me know what you think and ff fm proved 
wrong then after [ve eaten my hat, I consid- 
ér running an articia, 


@S5uper pooper 

Phil Craven's "ABBA" article in AA would 
appear to provide a cheap method of switching 
a large capacity disk drive into the position 
normally occupied by the 3-inch internal drive, 
allowing Multifaced programs to be stored on 
the 800K disks. 

Having a similar wish, [ found that my 
Multiface would not recognise Rodos format 
disks. Romantic Robot, who make both prod- 
ucts, tell me that it is not possible to save 
Multifaced programs to Aoede¢ format disks. 
Does Mr Craven know something that we 
dont? 

R Kendrick, Holme on Splading Moor 


Phil tells me that using the drive switcher 
with the Multiface was only a suggested use, 
and that the project was pot actually tested 
for this purpose. The reason, it appears, is 
that the Multiface uses its own disK access 
routines, whereas Rodos relies on software 
using the standard system cals. 

® Blunt reply 


] have a tip that may be of some help to WR 
Blunt (AA¢9) and anyone else who uses 
Multiface I on a 6128. 

As long as the game doesn't use any of the 
6128's extra memory, then the Multiface [] can 
be fooled into thinking the computer is a 664, 
thus only saving one bank of 64k memory, 
instead of two banks, thereby saving valuable 
disk space. 


“ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 


FOOTBALL BOXFORM (1.4.05 (« Gt fer 3" circ) 
@ The ONLY pools progam written by 6 GENUINE EXPEAT who has been profetacrnaly 
emmioyed ag such by Peo leading pools compere, He KNOWS hw > help you win 
@ The OLY program Gain wih fopthael toers teat het 5 foam mer reins pubeeteed in os 


§0 GOOD REASONS 
TO SHOP AT 


0) VA a 8) ON 


® The OFT progam bb dam Ss MORE DAAWS man obtared by chance 

[FOOTBALL BOR FOAM is nota grneucky pley feng bul o serous Malsica! anatyss of football 
Narn i bee obecive 6 ff ior Pe chanced of winning on ihe pos of fied ocids and no 
(Ota Grogrant cones nant to Laciding the problem ao thercughhy Homes away and draws are 
behre  order Of mratt and true odds garen for ety match Men tailes show af a gance the 
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10 Computer Hite §.. CORES | Pacland.. 


TO Corea GTIBS 2 tcc ct creer Pacmaria . nine 
10 Great Games 5... Foland in Tine 146.4) 
20 Chess. Je. es Rey of the Rovers... 
20 Poo,.....-.... aes es oo RFunesione ........... 
4 Soccer Simulators (99 8 6©6Seruples 
Bard's Tale aie $9 8 86Spoy Hunde. 
Bas!-Mouse Detective 1 Barbarian ......... 
Blood Grothers.. “essa be. Star Wark... 
Blood VOY co csescssesecsseee Stargiider (Disc)... 
Coneoy Alaicher.... eee 4 ft Supreme Challenge... ro 
SS ee eee Enlight ienmeni-Leuld 2 Hume ae Thing Bounces Rack... 
Final Matrix. hal calets eons suas estar bree 
Gauriiet 2 ._........ sotesldes Draageey's Liter __...rnrereenrs 
Geof Capers Strongman. £0.99 Tem. 


TRANCE — TRANCE Grand Prix Selection... €4.99 Trio Hit Pak (3 Games) 


Contuped by ine CUBE? Gored by bar ches? Muze Pra eoesacaelly 7 Pinging yourse? lagu] Hara Attack i Twain Turbe VA 
; Daoped Out? Alinaied by your computer? Lost your serene | Hestory in the Malang el Victory Road _ 
noid the answer fo any of these guegtions be YES, and you have laden to watching Hurt jor Red October... RS West Bark __ 
CRORE VICE jepu rmaly phaeuicy Be wie a TRANCE imoossaball eS World Serles Baseball 
Dic rect ctaplary Act leeneciaaty remoneirance is tee onty Solution to your problem, cen YOU! fied Kraght Ork (3 Actventures) 5 a Cheetah Mach One Joystick. 
the saivton te Reman's ? Maca oe - £139 Koni Navigator . 
Aapets ann efeck K. at yaa bave 0 need le HACK I, tep soketion be is Monopoly... a Konix 


lt ae 
You will not hawe een the film, read the book, worn the “ 
plage joann CPC BALet28. lp age th oon to Rx Spell. North Sear ci Maxed CF2 2 Discs (10)... 


THE PRIZE @ propentona! al! TRANCE actors Oy A es) a 145 Effingham St., 


father mores for every TRANCE puzzle sokd within twafee months tram 

tha Iest sale the PRIZE lund INGHEASES by £11 Subms your anawer on Ihe enclosed Rotherham, South Yorkshire $65 1BL 

hen RARE tor DFUNIN bs be hekd S50: Seoterbar 1000 & & is rot wom than every onornih : io - ae 

Hotewing until won. Watch the prize grow. GROW, GROW in AA Visa and Access Orders Taken on (0709) 829286 
Did you know that the AA sales exceed 35,0007 Please make Cheque Payable to rary Joe's” 

introductory price £9.99 inc. PAP ex. sapein -3 nt cee SS or over Linder €5 olease add 50 

ChequenOs io “TRAMCE™. Stonehaven, Nin, End, Fursne linc. Eira) add 01 ber iten 

Gi.Kelsey, Lincoln, LNT GPGAA ‘Tel: OGS77-584 


[een CUrrenty inform and those having alsan ape Covers league and non-league chibs 
i BORFORM & HANDICAP WIMMER £14.95 (+ £2 for 3° disc) 
it Teg progres for the price of one Easy io ude and hey fever go ot of diate §6All pow feed a 
[ow mruies witha dey paper BOXPORM weagtt up a face by COnmiedenng ihe mary tenets of | 
een Ean amended to suit he users dees HAMIDOCAP WINMER shows the valve for money 

bets. Hundreds of winners in handicaps Fua pear at 21, 01, 11, 1S : 

SPECAAL PRICE of £24 ia (ef? tor 7° diac) for all of the abown programe. 
Why cary infant “4 BOxof CLEVER and pet the BEST 
 Awallable on tape or disc for CTRUM, CMD C28, AMS OPCs, 5 from: 
BOXOFT (A AA), 65 Allans ideadow 
Neston, South ona it 950 
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aoonw GRicE rs! 
GREETINGS! 


Tes, it's a Very strange advertisement - but it's time to have a few words | 
with you all. The “new law has confused many of us, those that “don't | 


know" AND those that profess to know. Pa ! vs a 
comes down to extremes extreme A REAL ALTERNATIVE to a Multiface II BLACK BOX " AA. JAN'S9. 
x Sy pale alee inner snp garage |The best TAPE TO DISC transfer utility available . WACCI 6/88. 














BACE-UPS even though only weed by the owner of an plece of | 
software are illegal | That means that there are several bp i thousand | 
CPC users due to get a visit, o writ, oc something unpleiaeal:| 

Here, at NEMESIS, igh apyntieres detonator aemrheg eairer apa 

item of software has the t to do what the bell he/she - 
| with it - staal med ss : Coppriak Guin ls wt dansieed 
another source of income. Man Many fair-minded people agree with this: if you 
have thirty thousand BACK-UPS of MANIC MINER they'll do nobody any 
barm provided that they remain in your bands. 

By custom and practice (a term not to be used lightly | computer owners 
have safeguarded thelr collection by making BACE-UPS of software from 
their own originals. 

Another “extreme” side of the new law MAY be that in order to make a 
ae ery: you need the expressed permission of the Copyright 
holder or bis 

NEMESIS utili es, wel known for their power on backing-up the majority 
of software are still available - and remain at the same low prices. 

The “extreme” alde of the int ation of the law means that you need 
the permission of the copyright owner to make a BACK-UP. but you'll 
need the means to do it ! 

ee ee ee ee we offer the otilitics 
shown on the 















BONZO BLITZ - wreatnicer mes 10 ose. 
" HIGHLY RECOMMENDED " - wacct 12/87. | 


CPC PROCOPY & MINIDOS 
The most recent and best utility for disc-housekeeping. Back-ups, 
file transfers, status changes, and much more ! 



















































if you have | fabeal youn silt ‘NEMESIS SOFFWARE ante it! | | d 
Pret mesy tne Yor WE Utne | BACH DISC £1 2.50 inclusive. 
FOR TOUR own USE ‘ONLY. 






UPGRADES BSMM or BLITZ, £3.00 [return orginal aise] 


Eee ee EH Emme ee ee ee a. SS SS 


B/BOARD INFO CYNOTEL 01 346 2816 [1200/75] 


ALL THREE £35.00 inclusive. 










ALL ORDERS sent by return: Cheque/P.O/Access TEL: (0933) 623967 





NEMESIS 44 
10, Carlow Road, Ringstead, Kettering, Northants NN14 4DW 
| AUSTRALIA: C. BOSWELL, 62 MARMONG STREET, MARMONG POINT 2224, NSW. 
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@MAA MODS 
Here isa very useful MAA tweak. Load MAA and type in these lines: 


3351 DATA push bl,e5,1,pop bl,el,1,ex (ap) hl,e3,1,pash de,d5,1,p0p de,dl, 1, push be,c5,1,pop be, ci,1 


3452 DATA and, eb,2,a0d b,a0,1,and ¢,al,1,and d)a?,1,and @,23,1,and b,ad,1,and 1,45, 1-and a,a7,1,and (hl),a6,1 
3452 DATA zor,ea,2,z00 b,al, i, zor c,a9,l,m0c das, l,xzer ¢,ab,1,z0r b,ac,1,xor l.ad,i,ser a,af,l,cor (hl),ae,1 


3453 DME or, £6.2,0¢ b,b0,1,or ¢,bi,1,or d,b2,1,or ¢,b3,1,0r b,b4,1,0r 1,55,1,0r a,b7,1,0r (hl),bé,1 


344 epl 2£,1,di, £3,1,02, &, 1, exx,d9,1 
3455 DATA ex de bl, eb, i,ocf, 3f,1,scf,37,1 
| 3456 DATA ld sp, 31,3, ld =p bl, £9,1 
3457 DRTA halt, 76,1,daa,27,1 
3456 DATA ane sp,33,1,rca,1£,1,rrca, 08,1 


3459 DXTA ex (ep) hl,e3,1,ex af af',08,1,dec =p,3b,1 


3471 DATA ede a (hl), Se,1,add a (hl), 66,1 
3751 DATA Idir,ed.b0, 1, lddr, ed, be, 1,neg, od, 44,1 





3752 DATA ld {) sp,ed,73,3,00t (c) ¢,ed,49,,out (c) a,ed,79,1,out (c} b,ed,79,2,out [c) djed,51,1,o0t (c) e-ed,59,1,out (c) bed, Gi,1,out (c) Led, 63,1 


3761 DATA in 0,0d,46,1,in 1,ed,56,1,in 2,04, 56,1 


3762 DATA in a (c},ed,78,1,in b {c},ed,40,1,in c (c),ed,48,1,in d (c),ed,50,1,in @ {c},ed,58,1,4n b (c),ed,60,1,40 1 (ec) ed, 68,1 


You are now able to use squillions more instructions. When using 
the logical mnemonics (i.e. and, or, xor) with a number, it is important 


to type a comma between the two: XOR 37. 


The comma must be left out when using a register, for example: 


AOR C. 


Before selecting the save option, press “T” 
to enter toolkit mode, select “W" for window, 
“BH” for hex, followed by the space bar, and 
enter &3496, Change the ‘02’ at that address 
to OT’. 

It should be possible fo store at least 3 
games per disk wsing this method. 


Ta. 


@Plotting for exams 

Reader in distress! I'm doing a project to make 
@ Plotter for my GCSE exams, and | am in des- 
perate need of a tape based 3D wireframe pro- 
gram or CAD system that supports a plotter. If 
anyone knows where I could get hold af 
Amiot's discontinued program Model Universe 
[would be eternally grateful. 

Do you know of any books I could read to 
anlighten me on the subject of plotters and 
similar devices, 

A while back I was dusting out the innards 
of my CPC, and I noticed several places on the 
FCB where components are supposed to be 
attached, I was wondering if you could tell ma 
what goes in them, 


Nigel McDonnel, Watford 


For goodness sake, do not stick anything In 
these gaps on the circuit board. They are for 
slight variations of the intemal workings of 
the machine, and have no effect ag far a3 the 
user is concemed., You'll and up visiting the 
repair shop if you do. 

I don't knew a jot about plotters. Perhaps 
someone else can help? 


@User friendly 
Thave a little piece of information that may ba 
of interest to readers, For those people who 


@@| amsTRAD ACTION 














ES 


thought that the only way to access another 
USEr area Was the [USER command, think 
again! 
Try SAVE"15:ecreen”,b, &cO00,<4000. The 
current screen will be saved to user area 15. 
The number before the colon specifies the user 
area that the data is saved to. 

The same works for drive switching. 
On a two drive system typing 
SAVE B:thello.bas” will save a BASIC program 
to drive B, 

These identifiers also work with the 
[ERA and |DIR commands too! 


Paul Green, Dodley 


Thanks Paul, user decent chap! 


[have a CPC464 with disk drive and am about 
to upgrade using the 6128 chip, I am also con- 


») Write now, make £éc,, 


Sounds logical to me, Edward. You also get first poze for would if we 
did one) for longest single line of the month! 





sidering adding a second 5 1/4 mch disk dive. 
Recently I was given a ‘Shinwa Digital 
be possible to connect this to my CPC instead 
of the second drive, or could I conmect both? 
Have you any idea what capacity the 
hard drive is hkely to be? 


You'd have a very difficult time trying to get 
the hard drive working with your compoter. 
For a start, there is no available software to 
run a hard drive available for the CPC, so 
you'd have to wte the disk operating system 
FOursH 

You'd also need to constrict @ pur- 
drive's capacity, so I don't imagine you know 
what any of its connections are for. 

The short answer is Do. 
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FORSALE - 


Garves — Gene budget cotware al an 
emaing £1.80 per casseto. TI tes io 
choote trom, Otte ofern ale avadgike 
Send SUE to MTS 14 Laenes Ena, Totland, 
Ow, PO? GAL. 


“The Secret Of The fing", Tape only Far 
CPO £5.00. Chequa/PO to Mortimer 
20 Moawhall Drive, Grodtord, Yorks. 


CPC464 Colour Monitor Cheatah Joystic: 
Good condition. 1504 games trom chvenix 
tO edectee Garret Hine Op VOM S. Lowell. 
thbge. Cheated booed bn tape hookers. 
Phone M44 (01) evenings. Bartang 


, jocks, ampllier, 
speakers, fitter, cowers, £BSO+ worth of 
acthware including Nevada, Cobol, Sinp 
Praag, Tasword, 60. games, whode lot 

TAH 
Fling Nick (04) 380 2018 (evenings). 


ROMS: Maxam 1.5 £15, ARiOs £5. Elaciric 
Studia Light Pen (0128) £15. Wope fy 
Alerter Soot, 75 Spottlewoccde Fret, 

Edinburgh EHD 100. 
Superdish! Cravined wth quality pro 
grams inching datatase, PerpcmalCuary, 

Computerterm dictionary, Digitized music, 
real-irne andlogue dock, graphics, T/S-fil- 
nraades and “Amol” [conversation pec- 

gram = includes speect!i|). Desk m6, 

Erequee’PC to MM. ARmoed, 4) Hartington 

Sheol, Nowcastho HEA GPS. 


CPC464 Colour, Manual, joystice, BO 
Qames, inching Elite, Siargies, Dréler, 








a ee SS 


Alterburnes and Adventures. DK Tronkca 
Lightpan, pand oondiiqn 
L225 all cers conucered 

Phone Barry 0262 620001 cant eeok ods. 


Of gates muligos feo ath loads of AA 
rage. Ciomeat to £425 talus the lot, Pie 


Armeatrad 6128 cotour, OMP 400) print. 
o «5 new fbbons. TY Tuner, All mesial 
fudness and games scihwarn, Lote of 
discs. Excellent condition, L308 
Micarhall, Suffolk, OA38-7T1 44, 


CPC4684 Colour Monitor over § garnen, 
lacks of crue origins! rrarruale, Diary 
owen, Phone 01-890 0497, 


(Pe owen fort and faaior load back-up oooy 
ingiruciors. Tape onfy 2 plus GOp Pa 
Philip Robeson, 23 Park Lane, 
Middlesbrough, TS1 ILO. 


CPC464, Colour Montor & Printer. C275. 
Also loadsagames Including Operation 
Wott, Afterburner and Crazy Cars 2. Gelling 
eopersioly from C2 each. Please phone 
between faind TOpe any day. (O80) 
BisTse. 


CPO8 128 Cow monte and Goto TV, 
ack, Star C10 odour pine, Protunt, 
AAS, Oakton, £100 gare. Everything 
aimed! nea! Package worth £1,100. Sal tor 
£700 onc. Cwmer going abroad. 
Tel: Casoy 01-675 B12, 


Ametrad CPCOG128 colour, DMP 2150 
printer (NEW), AA 1-49, ACE 1-25, A.O.U, 
f600+ orginal sottware, Protest, Prowpel 
Advanced An Studio, GAC, C/PM, Pascal, 
VEIGUE Willies, all gamed fanslored to 
Ginn, G0« disce a! in expedient condition, all 


bowed, Iwo year guorinies, eal for £500 
own, 


CPCS 128 Colour Monitor, 2 joyslicks, 45 
Oates On deh (Miroprope Sooner, Ene, 
Starghder) only 1 12 pmars old. 
Weert CD wll aed for pet 4G 
Phone Jason afer 4 Sbcen (Oo) 411 Bee. 


games value £450 DMP 3160 printer with 
AME mouse ond Art Package. Jcystich 


CPC464 with oslo morons mutiface 2, 
DG1 Ciek Ceive, Speech aynihesiqer are 
PD worth of softwrirn Sell for £375! one. 


Teo plist mocks, 
Pad £530 pall for £175. 
Ted: Tatbury (0660) SOI008. 


OPC484 Colour Monon amoplent Sorc: 
fon £4004 worth of aottware 32 insuee of 
AA T28« joystion manual, eel for £250 or 
Phare! ofer, Prone Cavid Ginga. onc 
Pier agaces (CM) BCA 


‘only £475 oF beat after, 
Phone Worthing (0008) 214716. 


CPC6128, Colour Monitor, KOS 6 1/4 aax- 
ond drive, MDS Rombos contaireng folic. 
Ing Rome: ROMDGS, Protect, Propane, 
i Aleo, PAuttitace Il, inaides, Covers, 


driven 4 CAMP 2000 prinber ail in oacepligend 
condition. Good price — £200 led. 
Aing Brian on Southport (O74) TROT 1. 








Centre Birmingham BY 2NJ. 


SERVICES 





Blip-dlac Lape ta Lape apeclallata. 
Pron mgw ut Dat January 20 all games 
varatert are FREE stole 464 of 6128 send 
big 6) diols) and! Gate netructions. Amo 
enclose neiurn postage 4 recorded deliver; 
costs. This ip oa FREE serece url 31, 1.90, 
Make cheques payabe to: DA Hudaon, 
13 Cromwell Aoed, St Austell, Comwall, 
PL2S 4A. (072) 65040, 


OTHER 


* Swap * Trade * Exchange "Barter 
* 3 (Yes Threol) Shreckhecd Wheat lor the 
gieth ring you find whilet in a light 
“TRANCE. Firat come tret served. Monty 
Aemnon, “TAANGCE™. 

Tel: (05277-5¢4, 





Would you tke ao holiday In 
Trancelvania. 
You rus! bp gick. Gan] ape! or both, 
Get iio a “TRANCE 
hen Ew af make sete. Win thee price. 


PRINT-OUT - 45 and inciudios 
ee? 2 ples of > rel Wee hag 
Codd programa and htorats tor af users 


Costs 7Op « Ad GAE (2p) trom 
Td Oefoo, 8 More Green Road, Bishop's 
Stortford, Herts, 





This section ole you a really cheap and affective 
Oppontanity to epeak direct to 34.000 CAC overs = on 

| Would-be own. User report excelent meu. 

ou CAN PRBOW We WE Dot 1:80:90: eepees Boe Fant. EF, 


heen 


So you 0 ooubd use it to se0 m printer, launch a uset 
group or advertive a piece of software youve written 

One thing you can't odvertian in the sale of svrap of 
software. Such ade ram be mionee by pirated, 


Yi fs the application for and send ito us together 


wiih payment. 
Viel! place the ad in the next ovrailable eve (pwb- 
lished 2-7 weeks after we receive pour order] 


ORDER FORM 





| tire | a a 
\ Address ———————————————e Ee —— 








‘Telephone — EE TT 


Classification. Tick © For sale CD wanted (A) services C) user Groups CD other 














Include your name 


Write b decir acve risement here, one word pe E r bo Pa’ 


"SR ge nae peg paar may eae lage 


al and phone number if you want the m 
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ADVENTURE CASS DISC ARCADE CASS DISC ACCESSORIES as 
B Time and Magik...........£11.25 £11.25 | Thunderbinds..............£10.25 e126 | i lp al mane 
Gnome tl: ingrds back £17.25 £14.75 hig Sana ota LMS | 6128 Keyboard Ext Leads £7.99 
| , A Runt The Gauritiet.... cf 9S E1125 Cover Set 46406128 7 50 
COMPILATIONS WEBNS oo esceeeeceeee 7S £11.25 Cover Set DMP 20007160... £4.50 
H@aWVE occ. cocoon 10590 £13.99 | Rainbow Island WM. £7.75 £11.25 ns ce 
Soccer Spectacular......£70.50 £13.10 | Robocop... £7.75 E25 ghee 
Soecial Action ...0.....£81050 £19.99 | Skweeko £7.75 e125 "sabe 
The Story So Far (Vol. 2)£10.25 £1125 | StormLord .. cies £1125 ei2 50 § 
The in Crowd...............£11.28 New Zealand Story......7.75 £11.25 | 
History in the Making....£15.95 £21.50 | dy (Last Crusade) ert aise 
eal | Barbarian Il eT.7S £11.25 
Tako Coin-op (inc. Riastan) £9.90 | Forgotten Words... €7.75 £11.25 £13.85 
Supreme Challenger (inc Elite) £9.90 £13.10 Joti, e775 ©1125 oe 
Gold Siver & Bronme fs Eto f Crazy Cars il....... e775 £11.25 “ET OS 
Giaris weet (0.50 £1895 | Gemini Wingo. E128 475 
| Fight Ace. V12S ETS | Sige or Die ETS E125 ak 1195 
| Arcade Muscle .......... £10.50 £15.95 7 Navy Mowes carmel @o E25 AS 
| Command Performance .£9.90 £15.95 | WEC Le Mans...............£7.75 £10.25 £850 
Par 3.. lal. Al pe 615.95 | Vindicators 277s £1125 vt ney ET ieee 
We are the Cha eure i310 APB... ta) a FF £1125 co En ost Pe ts VT a par = 
a | Pp Satin Daw WN E11 o6 £14.45 Amsitad Jv2 didi a eryereerrereere ae 
| Soocer Squad... = “2 75 C1125 | Fie sen Ley Cheetah Mach fo... £10.95 






































; : | Licence To Kill .........£7.78 £11.25 
apace Ace £10.50 £1125 | 5 oiman (The Movie) N.€7.75 £11.25 


Caackshet Turbo 0 10 SD 
Micro BRaSbO8 on. ccccccc 2 


: aa Place Maher nee 
Kiser lay sagcglaneaaee | Dragon NEMS cscs? 75 £1125 

STRATEGY / SIMULATION Bioodwyche.............M...67.75 £11.25 7 BUS/UTILITIES DISC 
Kenny Dalgleish ...........£7.75 Fick Demgerturs.... EPPS ) ) Adv. Art Studio ET a 

7 , Bucher Hilal. | Jdoyetick cin a a i 

Football Manager ll.......£7.75 £71.25 - SPECIAL PRICE ae Tasword 6128. eet £19.05 
Foal Man.li Expansion Kt..©625 €7.25 | Man (Sere } 6a eI | nae it 
Foothall Crestor Woo... £14.75 | Renegade Il... ra | | hdassercaic ager Swe 
ST Te oN) Me saneerh premiera | cass £11.25 Disc £14.75 PCa ccc reer 12.95 
Ancient Battles €1125 caer peainniaaaaiaal n 1. |] Masterfle 3.00 ee 9s 
Micropose Soccer... £11.25 £14.75 | Mr Hea : Piat-it ETE TS 
| Times of Lore £7.75 £11.25 | Shinobi. : | Professional Adv. Wier £24.95 § 
ong ipods Trace 7.75 C1125 Beach Violey pie of . |. Amsoft/Maxell 3" Discs || AM Stacie & Mouse... aoe 95 
3D Poo! =o 7.75 f1125 | Sider... oe ee Va ; # be, ‘ 7 Tassel _. eee 
Bands Take .. £2.75 €6.25 |, : Oem menia ne eM 
| PASSING SAO ercnncoo 87.25 £11.25 BUDGET . ert Five. toate alicia roe  AROWARE ETC 
oot hasan paneer Battleships: 512 Biocs TEN. veeee£3.90. i : 

The Narhewreal ra wamtseme to ; - up rey =H ie Modtiator ier coe 
Vitcur im Bouchie Earth Evo Ello 3172 Discs TEN -u...u:£9.50 “= Mts aaah in 


Sak Me Ex se aT 95 
Sreeen File. sonore rene 19.99 


Eprom Store ae = E | 

Cont, Paper 0 6p. £18.50 

(Cont. ifr meer ee 
__. PASE Snr erarree eee 


Heroes of The Lance...67.75 £15.90 SoaPenonae 
Abome Ranger ..........£N25 £14.75 | 2 ane 
Trivial Purseit (Mew Editon). .£11.25 €14.75 | Super Trofey........... 
Emlyn Hughes Soccer. e776 ¢11.25 | On The Bench... 
Track-Sult Manager .... £7.75 £11.25 Turbo Esprit... 





Laser Squad ........N.£7.75 614.75 | BMX Simulator I........ peg oi et 
ee en es = Ghostbusters __.............f ite ae 
CRATE COM PTS os og | Formula Grand Prix...n£1. Rants A (9000) 5-7 -$8 50 
Canter Comment _——- £1425 | AT. Simulator... S22? with Epdannornes ee Yk 
EDUCATIONAL Rugby Boss. | Printer Cable... recent 9 
Answer Back Jnr ........£7.95 £11.95 | Mg2s...... | 
Facile 500s... 8375 6675 | MotoX Sim 45| | NEW LINES AT T LOWEST PRICES 
| Fun School (USs, 5-5, 6-12) £5.50 £7.95 | Systems... 21,45) | Atan ST ‘Pack... 60. 
Maxi Maths (Geometry)..£8.50 £13.95 | Bombiack .. 1 | Arige ASD Inc Mod. ""e570.00 
bis Three Bears (6128) £15.95 | Twin Turbo ve. il oeanmeees maint Sais 
Ma Se ete (20) BRSO cbs Sheena : ee 
Mains Maria (6 12 En50 c1285 | Co Freseyle..-_ PPCS512 linc VAT)... £449.00 | 
Chemestr "E1100 f1495 | Posrunner ee PC1512 (Inc VAT) .......from.....£449,00 
Seat ei oer F11.90 £1495 | Mckstartll A180 PC1640 {inc VAT ) from. ...£550.00 J 
Eicony 1 (12-16)... £8.50 £1295 | Rocky Horror Show.........£1.50 Inc VAT) .....from..... £675.00 
Wordnang 7.50 £11.95 | Postman Pal od 1.80 3 fax (ine VAT) ........ £59.00 
Hanoy on TSO £11.95 | Jocky Wilson Darts..........22.75 peor 5. 
Prvysics 1 (12-16)... £8.50 £13.95 | Grand Priz Sim 2 275 
Vapssork Geography Gulz £8.50 £13.95 | Greer Barat... 2.75 
> see seanas eases ae Treasure Island Diazy... fee 75 
German Master. £12.95 £15.95 | acy Pinball Sim. ..........£2.75 
lankey Two Fin -elasremy £19.90 | snes RIA 275 piesa. | 
Hapoy Fractions ie 16) . £13.95 Batman... rer Ae. TS 






street Cred Boxing... _eD 5 | 




















NM es (AA) Al tems ane to avalabity — Access/Visa orders by phone or 
140, Sandy Lane Centre When ordering please state make of computer. see ape ee = 
Skelmersdale, Please make cheques & P.O. payable toK &M Computers. | ‘ a th mips apadoertivmal 
Lancs, WN8 8LH Overseas inc. Eire add £1.00 per item of software. et pad 


We supply government & educational establishments. 





24 Hrs Phone 0695 29046 
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fee Wheel of a police patrol car 
eee me for a week of traffic duty, 
—— = ipl j arresting everything from 

= Pease drug dealors to cones, keep- 

: Gi wot ing death off the pavement 

- ite and firmly on the roads. 

a elise You view your car from 
above as you charge looking for law breakors. 
Spot one, and you switch neatly to Judge 
Dredd mode for the chase, In front of your car 
is a siren target cursor, which goes further in 
front the faster you drive. When you get a track 
on a perp, hit thal siren and see if they come 
quiet. You'd prefer st if they don't, ‘cos than it's 
fun Gomme! 

Normal arrests are easy: a blast on the 
siren and most offenders head for the police 
station. But a policeman's lot ts not a happy 
one and this is reflected in Bob's other duties: 











rescuing breakdown victims, rae doudh- 
nuts for extra time and answering APH calls 
This means a targeted criminal will pass 
through your Manor, and you got to nick'em. 
The hardened criminal elements are much 
tougher to catch and must be stopped with the 


aid of your Buick’s fender. I you're good 
enough to apprehend them, take your victim 
back to the pen for interview, Now this ain't 


coming aml software 
onitivel y fa iting gd over | Contin 
titles, we 
preview the lot. Continental Circus 
starts the Christmas aS CATS wars 


a nev ww bude cnt t sex tion 
| 


_ wlle fg —s | ae fA ea - aie 
packed with £2.99 action. 


) APB puts you behind the 


roe OPTI 
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Also reviewed 


Operation Gunship 
Vigilante 


the Bill and the name of the game is beating a 
confession out of the “criminal.” You have to 
be careful, though, because if the Captain 
retumms unexpectedly and catches you in the 
middie of a GBH session, you're history. 








Ser ELI TAGES! 
r be as good 


r fee CRA ial ree me | 
_ etn 
trouble at all, Officer! 








“Other surprises for the fledgling officer are 
left lying on the side of the road. Huge dough- 
nuts and bags of money can be bonumes (extra 
time etc.) or traps set to catch lary officers. 
Most difficult of all to deal with are other 
drivers. Due to the small playing screen, little 
of the road ahead is visible. So in the middle of 
@ Peelal-to-the-metal pursuit you can find some 
doddering old granny in an Austin Seven im 
front of you. And collisions result in a 
demerit. 

Eight demerits, and you're finished: no 
pension checks from these boys, they'll 
| beat you up and sling you in the paddy 
| wagon, Taking too long on a day's work 
also has this effect, so eat those dough- 
nuts and keep an eye on that there clock! 

The playing screen is tiny and the 
sprites are small. Controls are in the 
Grand Prix Simulator style, so you 
become disorientated quickly and lose 
valuable time and demerits ramming the 


— same wall three times in succession. The 


biggest bugbear, though, is the multi- 
load. On disk the game plays well with short 
bursts of action and quick scene switching. On 
tape this nom-sequential game is pormerous 
and irksome. To make matters worse oven the 
“pretties” — the beatings up — require a rewind 
and search before you can play on. 

As with Xybots, the arcade ongin severely 
limits the game, but on disk APB is both 


anital Lr r us 








if A Teal 6 








; late TERGAME 


bf 
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RAVES 
Shinobi p44 


The Story 80 far 


iB WE (WE 


Bs 


fF PETUCH 
STATIC 





playable and amusing On Lae the novelty 
soon wears off, APB was the weakest of the 
Tengen licences won by Domark and, unfortu- 
nately, it shows. TW 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


The Verdict 


GRA P FH eS oo ccccsccesescensene: 69 
Almusin nq Cartoon Grapii ic ~ 
he Its > Si all! 


SONICS 
Great siren effects 
L | Weird music. 


GRAB FACTOR .......72% 


Quickly understood and easily piayed. 


STAYING POER .. - SOET | 
ad multiload nightmare. | 
Disks are fine 


2 


AA RATING © 


Good conversion of a mediocre 
Arcade 


B lapd users beware! 


WS) AmsTRAD ACTION 


| his 


| harder to knock over. Sundry other problems 
| force themselves into the [rame: spidermen, 


ACTION TEST 


Lid». 








ee //) [e)=3) 


Virgin Games @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 dick 
jo yatick/k cys 


the ocreen pis though. When he starts to rock, 
it's magic, purée magic. 

Now there had to be a point to spending 
Countless Years sat on the side of Mount Fup 
in meditation (I thought it was in Japan? - 
— es ed.), and the point is this: when the going 








really a fighting game. The way to win is to 
be in the right place, with the right weapon at 
the right timey. Slaughter is not of the highest 
priority. Rescuing the hostages should be 
your primary concern, followed closely by 
Staying in one plece, 


anon: onlental magic and myth sumounds 
his clan, who have been perfecting the mar- 
tial arts since time immemorial. Now 
hbghting skills are to be 
employed by the forces of jus- 
tice. The chikiren of the ite 
world's leaders have been , a, 
Kidnapped by a group of —_y 
nasty ninja termronsts called , ; 
the Ring of Five, and it’s 
Shinohi’: task to save 
Lenn 








gets tough, the tough clasp the hands 
together and call in a spirit-quided air strike 
Sing Can summon his Warner ancestors to 
come and lash his current foes. and 
War ancesiors come in very 
handy when you're facing the big 
nasty at the end of each level. 
But (there fust had to be a but) 
there's a strict limit bo the magic 
you have available, so be cat 
tious and use it only in extreme 
difficulty, not just when you 


‘fad 


Siro 


a Ft Bu 


| Than 6 Ie Cangenous, a5 anyone 
who Played the démo on AAS’ cover 





4 ~ panic 

4 Controlling Sttinaty is no 
jo" trouble, because he has very limited 
fighting moves. This is no great loss, howev- 
ae, since despite appearances Shinobi isn't 


= Wee 
The trail to their hideout wt. 
is going to be tough and mare ¢ | 


tape last month will know. [nis doesn t worry 


SHIMRODOEBIL 


CORE OSea02e0 —  — FF — 


Lt eee oe "Te | oe [ e- <-> | <a 
© Lovel two's hard-to! nasty is actually a helicopler ond nol a ninja! 





someone of Shinali’s pedigies, though, 
because he's had plenty of practice for this 
Very Mission In arcades all over the work. But 
now it's time for the main event. And you're 
in cowtrol! 

Leaping tall buildings in a single bound is 
SHInOn'S specalty. Armed with a unlimited 
supoly of shurikens and the ococasional dart 
he Vaults his way Uuough a vanhety of plat- 
form locales: office blocks, docklands and 
Wok among Wem 

The Ring of Five, a group of “super nin 
las” and thei camp followers (if you see what 
[ mean), are a mixed bunch Most of then 
boys are just street thugs dressed like punky 
Bikes — Gasy prey: @ QUICK MOCK ii the grow 
and it's domino time. Littered about the place, 
thowgh, are master ninjas — fat red ones with 
aielis - who don't go a whole bundle on a 
throwing star in the earhole, and are much 


Camoullage mins. divats with scuba gear 
and katanas, not that they ruffle ow boy in 


44 AMSTRAD ACTION 








© The bonus stage rings duck shool 


Hostages bring points and power, because 
when you save one of the little darlings on 
each level you get a dart throwing gift. Even 
the guys with the shields fade into obscurity 
if hit one of them with the thrown equivalent 
of the Colt Python. If you die, though, the 
power is lost so stay frosty and the levels 
start to fall 

There are enough sticky points to plague 
you for weeks alter you've progressed beyond 
that particular section. Russian roulette 
would be a safer option than taking on that 
holicomter again. Gameplay is the becdroce 
that Shing! is built on, and the foundations 
are solid Indeed. All you can really do is throw 
and Kick to Kill people, but it’s the timing 
that's important. It seems that Being a ninja 
master, like being a good comedian, depends 
more on delivery than maternal. That must be 
the case, otherwise how could you kill an 18 
foot lizard with tiny tin stars? 

Arcade accuracy in Shinobi is phenome- 
nally helpful in maintaming interest, especial: 
ly with the recreation of the the target range 


® Shinobi's magic is especially useful in weakening the big nasties 





ACTION TEST 


EE 

































bonus sections. Ninjas appear en masse in 
the far distance and your hands are shown 
flicking deadly throwing stars off at them. 
They leap into the air and start to work thei 
way forward intent on doing you down. On 
the demo version of the first level this section 
wasn't that tough, but things have a way of 
changing. To get an extra player on later lev- 
els killing every ninja requires a cool head 
and quick threat identification. 


ee ee 








SECOND OPINION 
“Now this is what | call fighting! 
iherée Ss logos of stu’ fo Go, and I 
doubt youl be complaining about 
lack of money. There haen! been o 
better fighting game all year 
Sc 

GREEN SCREEN 


Things aint crear af times 


[t's a multiload, but that shouldn't be a 

major disadvantage. Each level is worth 

reaching, and with the game's breakdown 
into small but tough sections it doesn't take hee 

too long for you to get inte the action. Orean dish out Shinobi’s a real wimp, one blow and POR ee a Ie eee 

5 : : a tea ae e rie ~~ = 

pcreaners might be frustrated by some of the he's down and when he sets off the magic ers ce Sein Rees pir Fer Sas tar ers 

stage backgrounds which occasionally use there's not that blood § curdling pp A te WO | pita 

: a a a. ra ig! ata 35 

oy ey poe ' 2 ty os ‘€ . 


TIHE 1.1% 











a, a 
colours that have little: contrast on a mono "Shuriaaasaaah!" Shinobi is a brilliant con Pais = *y =" ; 
screan (green and red). This, however, is to version that makes life just a little easier and : : 
Make full use of the CPC's colour potential, cheaper than standing for hours in dark and 
and any attempt to maximise the CPC's abill- dingy arcades filled with smoke and other 
ty Must be applauded. bloxxithirety people like yourself, TW 


With over 20 people to croak in three min- ey 
utes if you're to get through the first level, the FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE Ce 
pace is fast and furious, with difficult terrain ——EE = 


thrown in for qood measure. 


Thing is, for all the punishment he can SE ee 








TRE? Ly LTS Ey LENT SLOARE OAS4500 
The arcade antics of Richard Aplin a 

| Shinobi is the work of Binary this is his first CPC game in cover the screen, then they all 
Design: CPC hitman Richard eons. TRENTON WEEB was the have to scroll, On tape this 
Aplin did the coding. In years man with the tape recorder... means it an awtal 





past he's written many games What were the major prob- = Jot, which is really unfortunate 

for various machines, such as lems of coding Shinobi? but it's either that or have a 

the rather tremendous Fiyspy "Fitting it all into a 4K naff game". 

(AAI9 B7%), machine! [t's a very large The CPC? “T was expecting 

hut game and it's got loads and tohave problems, going toit Great fast moving sprites. 


Huge end of level foes, 


SONICS. .................. cal 


loads of levels. That's mot the = from an Amiga, but I really 
problem, though, because you had forgotten bow much fun it 















































can write one bit of code and was. It's a very good machine 7 | ate 
runallthelevelsonit.The to workon Ittakesalfairbitof | | Strong sonics on 128K machine — 
in problem is the exd of Hort to get the best cut of it, @ None at allon 64K! | 
level because they're all but nice results you | | re 
Ulkciesk Gai va eas el akin ne GRAB FACTOR.......91% 
4 a lot of code just to do each Future projects? “At the he ee eee 
Dilayaouity. 


one.” The most impressive end = moment I'm just finishing 

of level encounter involves a Double Dragon and I'm jost 
stack of spinning about to start on Double 

Buddha-type stat- Dragon I I've been doing it for 

wes, “Each one's about three months now. It's 

very big and all in there, the weapons, all 

there's awful lot the baddies, a two-player 

of them, all in all option. Uf it's as good as 

they more than Shinebi I'll be well pleased!” 












STAYING POWER..81% 
Over 15 completely different stages 
| Bonus life feature, 


Wweevuat: 87% 










| Brilliant conversion of an arcade pace 
sether. 
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ACTION TEST 





























Virgin Games 
@£9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 
joystick/keys 





"Wo'ra going to the circus” the AA office 
cheered! “I want to see the lions" said Steve. 
"The clowns, wa want the clowns” cried Pat 
and Adam together. And me? [ want to 
see the Ferrari! Because the clreus . 
that's coming to town ain't 
clowns but cars, and race time 
is Gra wing Tear, 

One hundred of the most 
sophisticated motor vehicles 
ever to grace the tarmac are 
lined up for the Brazilian 
Grand Prix. Their threo-litre 
power units rattle and hum 
waiting for the off. Five seconds 
and a plume of tyre smoke later, the 
race i¢ on, Millions watch as the drivers 
take comers at ndiculous speeds and pass 
within nanometers of each other 
While overtaking. This is the real 
Continental Circus, a troop af | 
Weretech gladiators travelling 
Be world Trealinning steel chari 

| \Gireus ia View? bteeltag) 
| abovaybehind opt Tiewe are very) 
few Ogntvole:-(accoleratttpadalt, 
night aug gear dhange to high or 
| low -sefigory ovéalgadls not ttn 
| ally a prokjem with car ims. Ik 
| does break the ules in often ‘vital 
area thotijh, it's fast and 
playable! Only WEC Le Mans has 
achieved any level af graphic clar- 


1 
1 


rea! 


Tete 


hye 


® 4 blown engine doesn't mean the end of the race if you can struggle to ihe 






ae 


The tale of 
the tracks 


1= Brazil 
a= America 


3*France 
4=Monaco 
S=Gemaly 
_ G=Spain 
~ I T=Maxico 
A=Japan 








lbp. ab gpead, and that's left streets pefind by 
“Qffcus ' ; 
Trackside, Pott waiaty fof” the niga fey bo 


, git you the five second flags time to gat 


thase ays up. There's a jeoefinicte for quick 
starting Bod it. payget practice, otherwise 
you'll find iligaé™* hard won places slipping 
away on the first straight. The lights change 
fast, so rev Wp and stay sharp, 

When you finally get to change into top 
gear and blast down the straight, get set to 
bald on tight. This one’s a humedinger (yup 
Your hum will ba cdinging lke never before), 

Top speed is a fine balance of drive- 

chy ability and nerve jangling pace. 

Exact and well thined movement 
is necessary to weave your 
through the field, and driving 

on the grass is even permit- 
ted during real on-the-eadge 
Cicirng. 

Each track has an intra 
tune and Iittle jingles [or sec- 
tion finishes and pit stops, and a 
resounding whoosh breaks up the 
engine noise when you scuttle past 
somebody, The reve are more than a continu- 
ous monotone, actually changing as you 
Becelerate, allowing you to drive by 
feel, ignoring the displays. 

Motor racing is tough of course — 
and so is Circus. The real danger 
lies in the other competitors, not 
the track. Drivers seam positively 
drawn to your machine, trying to T- 
bone you on sham bends and 
breaking suddenly as you're elimb- 
ing over thelr gearbox, A prang 
domdnt mean game over though, 
Finishing is still possible, but you'll 
have to push your luck and the 
remains of the car to the limits, 

On every section of the track 


pits for an overhaul 











Ams TRAD ACTION | 

















| @ Change tyres 


CURRENT RANKING QUALIFIED RANK 
ig bu 


S America; more of a drag sirip than a race track 


and get repaired by ihe pil Grew 





there are pit lanes where the sick cars of the 


word go to get medical help. Pulling over 
here causes two little mechanics to rugh to 
your aid, and before you can say “very mice 
man” everything's fixed. Pit lanes are useful 
to those with healphyliGkors toGl the extra 
wide goadeppotities an ideal overtaking zone 
wheme afu're in traffic: 09 Wihtemaiop 'p coq 
sik ing four of five at one. 

“Hood piaciige are hey to sundaes at 
A Circus. To oualify Myr theeecond race 
you've got to overtake twanty cars in the first 
~ Brazil — and finish 80th ofabov®Each track 
is Split Into sub sections whith yeu've got to 
complete in an allotted time, thé“thirgins for 
error and accident recovery getting slimmer 
with every stage. If you make it round but 





—— a «6 






































haven't taken enough people then you do the 
Same circuit again, starting from a higher gnd 
position. Success is greeted by a flag-waving 
fnarshal and a trip to the States. 

Life in the fast lane isn't easy in Brazil, in 
America it gets difficult (the first US stage is a 
Sprint trial with gentle comers, long straights 
and very little time) and in Japan downnght 
dangerous. Then of course there's the weath- 
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ez. Usually you're on the limit going into a cor- 
ner when the fain splatters your visor. 
Traction? Forget it! When the rain starts, 
atlempmt any high-speed comering shod in 
slicks and you'll redesign the body shell 

What can a driver do to improve wet 
weather hgadiaing?—sifiple — fit chunky rain 
tyres by" screaming intotiite-pits at the noxt 
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pits , while dquaplanning everywhere! The 
rai is random and doean't feature in Brazil 
(the first race) but it adds excitement by 
removing the certainty that you can complete 
any lap if you practice enough. The rain cuts 
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© Vihen 1 rains Change gear, slow down, and pray you make it to the pits for a tyre siop 





TLaiertttret-set of pits, so you're forced to 


* COnpitteesteisar-one section with white 
opportunity, TiwiSts u yeu Cgeinake it tote 


lumieae tt not stewhite overalls). 

Poe guphics don yhroak any new ground, 
Die eree tars’ stint are solid and easy to 
MegowWhen cinrrkint the track is easy to 
meagan emer circuit hess characteristic 
DeCmopeesus can bestesy Seon on that 
moultainn Brazil), Theanine WEC-style 
Treasheepbiethe oiGhirgiiaraat tracks more 
thananage tiping heat Tre essence of the 


; OT Ae ence Tured arithout resorting 


orcs eee the apades version's 3D 
Piecis “lures panne details are ignored: 
Pe. importage soins racing. And what 
Taming it Gale eo ve got a lead left foot 


Shen this (ae'$fonyou— 


Copniental-Gircus — the game with no 


gives? Tw 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 





6 When you soe (he finish line, forget those prob- 
learns and charge 
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bes (RSI is 
Wh /, moar is 
LIANE eae 
|... apart from technical 
Pxcellence, it's the sheer range 
»f playable sections that makes 
Run the Gauntlet 
dne of the 

dest multi-event 
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“the graphics are of a high 


quality throughout ... equally 
impressive is the music... 
Rambo II! delivers fast action 
entertainment.’ “COMPUTER 
GAMES ; 
WEEK. 


“Dragonninja 










: ht: 7 eS, So - 


is fun to play 
... well 
implemented 
and extremely | 
addictive.” ACE ™ 
MAGAZINE 
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‘THE NEWZEA 


STORY 
“Irresistible ... an arcade—perfect 
conversion” ZZAP SIZZLER - 
ZZAP 64. “A superb game in 





C+VG HIT- 
C+VG. 


every respect. 





“Furious addictive action- 
Red Heat is well worth spending 
some time on. CRASH. 
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“This is definitely the best film 
tie-in to date, and is an utterly 
superb game in its own right — 
don't miss it.” C+VG GAME OF 
THEMONTH [Sitqmaccnl 

eae Nes 








OPERATION 
GUNSHIP 
Codemasters @ £2.99 cass 
joystick/keys 


Treetop level is where. it's at in this.“where 
have I heard that name before” helicopter sim 
from Codemasters: The gameplay? Skimming 
over the surlace al crazy speeds with guns 
OOCKed, Missiles primed and a wicked grin on 
your face, 

Your mission, however, ig one of mercy. 
Eight hostages are being held on a senes of 
islands, and your job's to get them out. The 
lask requires clinical precision, expert timing 
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© Destroy the scenery to find the hostages 





am excessive force, Some are held in the 
open, others are heid inside buildings. Rescue 
requires first that you trash the building and 
then lower a ladder to whisk them away to 
salety. Of course the enemy aren't too pleased 
ADGUL Fou running off with their meal ticket 
and will try to shoot you down 

Your main armaments are chain quns and 
rockets which have the power to waste every- 
thing you re going to meet in this private lite 
war, The gums have an almost limitiess 
amount Of ammunition while your very tight 
supply of missiles can do some serious dam- 
aga 

This Oliver Twins blast-em-up extrava- 
yaneza is classic Codemasters: not much pict, 
Slple gameplay and very engrossing. The lit 
Ue fand | do mean ite) chopper simply has 
to «fly around this 
mapped world blow- 
Ing open houges to 
| find hostages. al get 
Bot at and youmehoot 
back, DOCG Gi - 

cult there at @ 
damage rarely 

be done 
machine and See 
only Teal restric 
the amount of fogs 
< L Can Carry 
| ae ghOUstart off at an allied heli b 





beget! ail 


Pe Jo buzz arouiirying to find where very 


| aft a ae be enere Are a cele 


deat csi. eerie DOCK ae CPi » 


SG begepuble aRgpence you ation Mah 
time T*let-a few roids rip and show them 
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tages loam, the TOPE 3 


the advantages of a 
developed  tactinc 
logical economy - 
namely bigger guns! 
You find the way 
by using map grids 
Marned around the 
scTeen & border and 
you'd better brush 
Upon Pour map read: 
iy skills or you'll 
Spend hours wander- 
ing around over the 
Sea looking for some- 
thing to Kill. This is actually the most depress- 
imy part of the game. You've rescued seven 
cut of the eaght and have to spend your last 
few drops of fuel trying to hunt down that last 
hostage. If Makes finding needies in 
haystacks look a doddle. 
There's. no subtlety 
involved In flying this 
Gunship, no up oF down, 
jis forward Tum and 


SEERILE 


reverse. The weapons 
available are machine 
guns and missiles, each 


launched separately 


aimed With one-off those 
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ihe chopper has to be very tough. This allows 
you just to hang around over a hostage 
regardless of what forces are on the ground, 
thus denying the need to develop any real | 
skill. If the game had been built around more | 
Lives with less armour and a quicker drop off 

with less fuel the game would | 
have been far, far better. What | 

ld have been a fast, tricky | 
bout of blasting has become a 
show and fiddly exercise 

All the other aspects of the 
game are irreparably harmed 
and much good work és | 
squandered. The incidental | 


ever popular roving Cur- = graphics arm up to Nei 
sors. Bullets take time to CS Adamson's usual excellant 
destroy things, milssiles standard, especially the 


Ane more instant but are harder to replace. 
Once you spot hostages, diving in to res- 
cue them if pretty tricky. To lower a ladder 
yOu ve got to be directly over the top and stay 
Savonary, ahd this makes you rather vulnera- 


SECOND OPINION 


“A great budget garnn:, if has all fhe usual 
Offvers trademarks. Not for [he ‘sophisti 
Gied payer, however = buf then who 
ends aoonrsidahien wien pou can blast 
like this! PMcD 


GREEN SCREEN 
Operation Greenship is si! playable 





me. Not only this Dut its dred cifheukt ta 
bring a moving helicopter tof dead stop over 
at @ bance rts point A Basra peer} irritatin ng 


te wind the hostage | im’ ss 


Omoe you satan ed | VL 
the opal te gike’ Sie tbc 10 base tO earn: 


pon teehee a aM Abi Wome te 4 
Ul, OE al el eel Cio elm +: 


This Js.to majol talline" the game, Beth. 
inpalh auacrie A te ee ToL kik. WE dettin 
tesla Pataty, you 


ha @ ae OLe Ta ft fiero ee eee 


=slallyaiwoudighg aroun gee: Acar mame “h 


becalisve you'je still” asyiiue target tony me 
Oppositiqn <The bef teen. ar if ae ae 
hat ater paid hight? age: Blasting fan 
the pace of t the game aipsuives, tito ‘becliuim 
while yor Pifinad hw 

You Orly have the sane lite dtick means 
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@ Very siow or 


| @ .reasonab! 





unfurling of the games screen and the bril- 
ant explosions. A budget game of high quali- 
ty is not Gassic Olivers fare, so Treasure 
island Gunship won't be following. Which 
leaves them free to work on more EGGeting 
propects for Chnsimas Tw 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


The Verdict 


GRAPHICS 
Cotourtul paying screen 

@ Very smail figures 

SONICS 70% 
Good intro tune 

@ Average chopper oifects 


GRAB FACTOR 59% 
@ Difficult to find people to rescue 


STAYING POWER 73% 


Four levers of seili 


HNC if Parts 


Goce concopt 
ly Oxpcutod! 


Castle Software 
2 William Clowes Street, 
Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent | 
Tel: EN 975043 | 


| Rick Dangerous.......6.99 Battle of Britain........2.99 SAS Combat. eo....2.99 GB Air Rally... 00 Football Manager Il 488 | 
| Indy Jones & Last Battle For Midway....2.99 Flight Path 737.......1.99 sso ea gee QUAM a ccccececreniseson: 1.99 | 
CIUSE0@... ec -0 ©Guadal Canal ........0.99 By Fair Means orFoul.3.95 Krypton Factor........2.99 Bubbler................0.50 Road Runner...........1.99 | 
New Zealand Story..6.99 Silent Service 7.25 Bards TAI cccou2.99 Clever & Smart...0.50 Batman a ccceB.99  RYQAPccccncenennent 99 | 
| Barbarian 2.............7-25 Johnny Reb2?..0..07.99 Driller. ccc = Cyl... enseann 0 The Big Sieeze... wa 1.99 Gauntlet 2..............1.99 
VIGHAID .ccserscncn too | Pages Bridge.....5.99  AMUPE......cccssrenrnend Oo ie iece FE Pr Gol econ ....1.99 (ne. | 
| Bubble Bobbie 2......7.25 Sorceror Lord 0.03.95 Twin Turbo V8 ....2.99 Greyfelloccccccseee50  WARDAM ccceccscee 99  Kamov........1.89 | 
ee es a: a SPV Spy Taogy 398 | 
Ninja Massacre........2.99 Crazy Cars ll..........6.99 Runestona..........-050 Siig Poker 2+ ........3.95 
Andy Capp. 100 Crazy Cars oct Yogi Bear 100 Jackal. 1.99 I 
Bedlam ou... 1.00 Caltomia Games.....2.99 Rex... sonnel Femandez Must Die_.2:99 | | 
GFL Baseball..........1.00 Championship Caves of Doom........0.50 Heroes of the Lance 5.95 
Colour of Magi... 100 SPAIN. narscrsee-99 Chicken Chess......0.50 Hercules 269 
Saas Bob's Full House ...3.95 Srar Raiders 2.1.99 Out Run... 550 
: Dark Sceptre ..........1.00 Terramerx .................1. — 
WAR’STRATEGY NE TARR ecowenor SS Blockbusters.......299 Through the 
Austerit: 3.99 spitline 40... 2-99 Blood Brothers......2.99 Trapdoor neem. 
Waterco... 3% 00 Blade 2 2.98 ‘Ciueds.... — serve TK ane . 















All cada under £5 aaaee add ‘75p towards Postage & Packing. 
All orders over £5, Postage & Packing FREE 
No Overseas orders please. 
All in stock items despatched by return 
Please state Amstrad in all orders 


ALL 3 ONLY £4.99 


Bama pict 
Sabre Vu 


Jot Set Wally. 
Ceetath 


REDUCED TO ONLY 
£3.99 








ACTION TEST 


CHRISTMAS 
COLLECTION 


DO YOu Walt [renzied shoot-am-up action, & 
collection of some the best outer and inner 
space blasting ever seen on a CPC! Then 
watch out for the Christmas Coflection from 
Hewson, it's a hot one and it’s coming this 
way 

Uridium, Lightfore. Crbemom 4, 
Elmina, Exolon and Aydrafoal are the 
games, the CPC is the computer and fip 


snorting fun is the result. Hewson have long 
enjoyed 2 reputation as producers of some of 
the best looking and fendishly hard games to 
hit the market. Superstar programmer: Rafi 
Cecc> and friends have put together some 
truly mund bending games, and now you can 
with the 


enioy the best of Hewson 
Christmas Collection, 





Star of the show is Exolon, a Ceoco Gas: 
sic. Run around & space station encountenng 
all the usual ticks and traps. Infunatingly 
difficulr it has the trappings of the much later 
Stormiord. The graphic style may have aged 


THE STORY SO 
FAR, VOL 4 





The second eight bit 
selection box from Elite 
brings mixed blessings. 
|The chance to get to 
quips with Alfens is wel- 
come as one of the best 
movie licences of all 
‘time as you chase thees 
ectomorphs around, The 
rest let Ripley and Co. 
‘down rather badly. 

The other five are OR, but they can’t grab 
you by the joystick port crying play me. As a 
gift it wouldn't go amiss, but as a pressia 
buy ask Santa for something else. 

Wonder Bors a running, jumping platiorm 
game and adds nothing to the genre [| its 
Boon to spawn & sequel), Ghostbusters (tha 
follow upto this baby will be haunting us at 





Bal Amsrrap action | 






| @ The weakes! of Ihe bunch ye Einrrator's stil a quality game. 











4 touch Dat tht gameplay's a5 intense os 

evet and is guaranteed to have you tear- 
ing your hair oul trying to solve int pext | 
Stace. 

Cyrhemijd 0, AAS Mastenjame, io & 
sequel that takes you deep unio the heart | 
of @ pirate starship. Quick and constant 
blasting and dem joystick control will soe | 
you through this visual oxtravaganza thai 
threatend to give shootem ups a good 
name. A timilt breaker atid 4 pyStick siap- 
per of the highost dagres, 

Uridum and Laghtforce are two more tra- 
ditional finger aching shoot outs. Hardoore 
firepower for those who live to waste count- 
less alian nasties for no other reason than 
it's fun 

Hydrofeal is the wildcard, escaping from 
the outer space motif and going into the 
water. You get to explore a strange and puz- 
Eling undersea world, all drawn out in tires 
dimensions. 

The rotten applé mt the bare is 
Eliminator A shoot-em-up of sorts, it's just 
not fast enough to make the grade on its 
own. Packaged in this sort of company, how- 
ever, it's more than 4 welcome filler. 

Hewson have been producing = 
games since the CPC was a twinkle a Mt 
Sugars wallet, which means that any comp- 
lathon featuring their greatest hits will be 
great indeed Tw 


Christmas as well) has you gunning down 
naughty spocks. The Eideion takes you time 
travelling in a deserted old house and Back 
to the Futuro follows the pict of the film, 





s hard 
look on the 


but does 50 wih: graphics $0 inept it's 


to believe. But you've got to 


igi S00, ere could Be a BeEquel to We on 
the way too! 

The package offers no real support to its 

leader, more an excuse to fill blank tape than 





@ i's batk jo school in Back fo the Future 



















_ THE SCORES ON THE DOORS 


Crhemod i AAS 30% 8 Mastename | 
Eliminator AAI 57% 
Exolon AAM 93% Mastergame | 
Hydrafool AAZZ 85% Have 
Lightforcee AAIb SOR Rave 

Uric ? 2% 





make serious games. Some games stand the 
test of time and Allens if one of them. 
Suangely they were all reasonable successes 
in their day despite critical hammering. 50 
they may sel on nostalgia value alone. “The 


lirst game | over played was... TW 
= — 

THE HAAD FACTS | 

Aliens AAT 90% Rave 

Back to the Future Not reviewed 

The Fidolon AAZ 625 

Ghostbusters AAL S25 | 

Chiartet AA FR 

Wonder Boy AAZ4 68% 


AA RATING 


@ A bundle of games /6 only as strong a5 | 
it’s weakest. game, and Quartet is really 
quite dire. 








PAPERBOY 





One of the most off-beat 
and amusmg arcades 
wer tO hit the streets, 
Paperboy makes a wel- 
come retum to your CPC, 
courtesy of Encore. Your 
ob «6s )«€©6lOm™lhCUguide 6a 
| Paperboy arnund his — . 
naighbourhood delivering papers. Points are 
eared by correct deliveries, smashing the 
windows of those who aren't on your round 
and avoiding hazards such as the ‘Biffa 








® Gel on your DAO IN Paperboy 





|'MONTY ON THE 
RUN 


| | feel like a spoilt child at someone 
nA, else's birthday party, Dut it's got to 
> be said, Monty On the Run stinks! 
Somenow this game won a piace 
J. in the hearts of millions of CPL 
owners the world over. It may 
a have inspired games like 
Dirzy but historical interest 
or does not a good game make! 
T A 49 screen complex has to be 
explored by this most loathable of moles. As 























Bacon” bully. 

Graphically the arcade accuracy is out- 
standing but the lack of music makes the 
whole game feel hollow. Theres only one 
POUL tO ToloWw DUT Die Variation of Peopie and 
obstacles you Can meet, Make this more than 
a Challenge. 


The Verdict 


GRAPHICS 


Colourful characters. 


SONICS 
B Silence is boring! 


GRAB FACTOR 


C] Arcade magic. 


STAYING POWER .76% 
@ Only the one route! 


AA RATING 


L) Outstanding budget release 





THUNDERCATS 





See the cartoon, play with the toys, eat the 


crisps and now another chance to play the 
game, A fast paced hack ‘n' slash jambores 
Thundercats ig head and shoulders above 
most other cartoom/‘computer cross overs, As 
Lion-O you are in search of the eye of 


The Verdict 


GRAPHICS. .......... pee ee 25% 


®@ Graphics show their age 


‘SONICS 


i!) Nice mruzak 


\GRAB FACTOR 


on 3070 


@ Trial and error gameplay Kills inter- 
est 


STAYING POWER snsn49% 





'@ Only 49 screens! 


AA RATING 





BM Once a classic (7) now & museum 
piece 


he finds his way around he is attacked by 
fearsome beasts such as teapots! The graph- 
ics are Jaughably dated and only the music 
helps pull it out of the mire of complete 
farce, An average game in its day, an 
appalling game now. 
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ACTION TEST 


— 








Thundera, a jewelled sword sacred to the 
Thundercals 

This little trinket has been tea leafed by 
Mumm-ra and his Molemen. Getting it back 
involves crossing fourteen very varied levels 
of high speed monster mashing and trap 
dodging. Lion-—O rung along a horizontally 
scrolling comidor jumping and ducking 
objects and enemies. There ara bonus 
weapons to collect and a whole host of mon- 
siers to kill. Three sub-games bring in the 
rest of the team who have to be rescued — 
Tyara, Wilykit and Panthro, 

Digitised pictures, parallax scrolling and 
great music boost up this already strong 
qaume. The only draw back Seing the qraptic’s 
obvious Spectrum origins. Still, they move 
well and the pace soon has you ignomng | 
these limitations and 
Si ae COMICENETating Of  sur- 


budget on offer. TW 


© Lioni-d roars into action 


The Verdict 


GRAPHICS 


Diqitised pictures. 





@ Title tunes are OF. 


GRAB FACTOR 
_] Gets very tough, very quickly. 


STAYING POWER ...86% 
_) 14 levels to chop It up on. 


AA RATING 


C) The best of the cartoon spin offs 


AMSTRAD ACTION S53 





vival. It's simply the best | 


90% | 


ACTION TEST 








Christmas is coming, and your wallet's getting fat - or it is if you're a software house. Trenton 
Webb sizes up which games will bring in the gravy, and which will just get the stuffing... 


The big quns are out, staking their claim on 
your Christmas cash. Ocean was tho first to 
announce its seasonal line-up and it looks to 
be one of the strongest bands of tiles ever 
seen in the computer market. 

They tee off with Batman, the movie 
licence to end all movie licences, Launched on 





the back of a slightly suocessful film, the 
caped crusader makes his third appearance 
on the CPC. 

This time the story is based around the 
movie, following Batty as he tracks down the 
evil Joker The trail leads you through the 
chemicals warehouse to the final climatic bat- 
Hes. You even get a chance to race the 
Batmobile and Batwing through tho streets of 
Gotham City. The scenes involving the veli- 
cles look particularly impressive as the hyped- 


up and supercharged craft career around the 


city centre. The Batmobile even has a grap- 
pling hook for taking sharp corners! 
The Untouchables, another film tie in, is 


| ready after nearly a years continuous work. It 


is seen by Ocean boss Gary Bracey as one ol 
the most gameplay-intensive of any of the 
CPC releases this Chnstmas. The style of pre- 
sentation varies from a stand-up shoot-out 
(the rooftop battle) and more traditional over- 
head views. 

Interpretation of scenes from the film , 
particularly the gunfight at Chicago's Central 
olation, is most orginal. Elliot Ness, for it is 


se AMSTRAD ACTION 





\ [a SCORE 


PTFE 


he, has to kill the bad guys and shepherd a 
baby's pram through the crossfire. This was 
one of the most stylised shoot-outs seen in 
years, and is well captured for the computer. 


Number One with a bullet 

Operation Wolf, a previous kimbo number 
one, has a direct relative battling for glory this 
year too — Operation Thunderbolt For those 





who haven't seen the arcade game, it's a 
stand and shoot ‘wolf type game but with 
two players for extra blasting fun. The arcade 
version showed distinct signs of being a rush 
job = look how easy life became when you 
bought the laser sighting! — just to cash in on 
the success of Wolfie. 

The Ocean programmers feel they've 
ironed out these problems and unproved the 
gamemiay beyond measure, to the level it 
should have been in the arcades. Ultra-violent 
two-player action and gameplay! What more 
could a CPC'er ask for?” 
Chase HO looks get for 








we p= Syne 


the toughest time, 


facing some heavy duty competition from the 
Other big boys. A police pursuit arcade, this 
conversion has to out-drive a whole rally of 
other car games: Out Run Turbo from US 
Gold, Power Drift by Activision, Hard Driving 
by Domark and of course Continental Circus 
by Virgin Games, which sets a pace the oth: 
ers will have to follow. 


Dangerous Liasons 
Activision has found a well ‘ard mallard, n 
the shape of Dynamite Dux. It may sound duff 














Wn Mae POLAT Ss % 5 
but don't judge a book by its cover, because it 
looks like being a riot. The code was written 
by Core Design - the team which produced 
the chart-topping Alick Dangerous = s0 you 
know that it's going to be something a little 
different and 4 litte special. 

You guide Bin, a duck with a grudge, in 
search of his idnapped owner. The brave lit- 
Ue dinner-in-waiting gets his wings on all 
manner of toys, including a rocket launcher 
and water cannon! The full review will be 
here next month, so get the orange sauce and 
Nak jacket ready, 


Wait until you're spooken two! 
Ghostbusters IT. the hit comedy from the 





Lhe ist December. The game will be launched 


simultaneously with the film and could be one 


of the year's biggies! So far we've only seen 
screen shots, but the prospects look good. 

The conversion is being done by the 
Fourstiaid team, which did Incredible 
Shrinking Sphere and Timescanner. The game 
will be four arcade-style scenarios based on 
the best bits of the film, especially stressing 
the comedy. 


Big Game Hunting 

Christmas “89 could be a watershed for the 
soltware market in the UK. Last year a whole 
host of companies got bloody noses fighting 
for the top chart slot. This year a strange 
modesty seems to be gripping the purveyors 
of software throughout the land. 

“This year we're not going for a Christmas 
number one, because really, it's only the mag- 
azines that are interested” was US Gold's 
comment on the Christmas state of play. 
“Everybody would like a number one, but it 
Isn't necessary for a good market share. Last 
year it was Thunderblade, we even adver- 
tsed on TV and radio. We made ft to number 
five and still exceeded cur sales targets”. 


All a ‘drift! 

Activision too was avoiding an advance claim 
on the number one spot with its hotly-tipped 
Powerdnit conversion. “There's alwaye a 
kudos with the number one, but it's a peak 
Hime and you can make tremendous sales!”. 
PRepeak for ‘we'll boast if it happens but 
ware more cautious since Robocop shot 
down Afterburner’. Like last year, all the big 
guns are licences, following the age old for- 
mila: Christmas + Arcade/Film tithes = Big 
Bucks, 

"You have to have a big name out for 
Christmas if you're serious about the busi- 
ness” a Virgin Games spokesperson affirmed 
Ocean similarly shows faith in buying ready- 
made success from the arcades and cinemas. 
its recently unveiled winter line-up consists of 
Chase HO, Batman, Operation Thunderbolt 
and The Untouchables. 

Why are licences so essential? Domark 
Ched this exampie * If they (the consumer) 
see a name likePictionary or Trivial Pursuit, 
Hard Driving or Robocop it's something they 
recognise and will buy*. 


ACTION TEST 


GRANNIES AND VIRGINS 


What makes Christmas interesting though is the 
strange and unpredictable influx of consumers. 
| There is the apparently random ‘Granny Factor’, 
| where software is bought as a gift from an unin- 


| formed standpoint. There are the ‘Soltware 


Virgins’ who get a first computer for Christmas. 


| With no games buying history, their software 


purchases are likely to be heavily influenced by 
advertisemenis. The trend of gift vouchers and 


| money a3 presents also injects a healthy wad of 


dosh into the markel which gives the consumer 
power to buy more software, allowing a more 





| experimental or frivolous choice, 


Here lies the rub for software producers, the 
market is unnaturally unpredictable with the con- 
tinual evolution of machines and coding quality. 
The popularity of licences is a gamble because a 
good litle cosls good money and lots of it. A top 
arcade licence can cost a soft warehouse around 
£200,000 and a big-name movie £50,000. When 
these costs are coupled with investment in 


development and ihe advertising (a double 
colour page in a market leader costs around 
£2,000) to give the launch impetus, a game has lo 
hit just to cover the initial investment. The risks 
are now too high for an all-out hype war because 
while winning has rewards the penalty for failure 
is too daunting to consider. What's more, with 
the current threat fo home micro versions of 
arcades hits from the console boys, this could be 
the las! of the salad days and apparently easy 
Christmas money. 

grown to meet the needs of a more mature mar- 
ket. A huge ad’ campaign is no bonger enough 
and the success of a game is dependent of a 
myriad of influences for it to sell well and quickly 
enough to leap into the number one slot. With 
games costing up to £20, who can blame the 
public for caution and relying upon reviews and 
word of mouth before buying a product? Don't 
believe the hype! 


PUBLIC POWER 


The public are al last beginning to gain some 
respect as discerning consumers, intolerant of 
insults like Out Aun. Advertised brilliantly, ihe 


} game generaled immense interest and pre 
orjgeviowtc roth eas hahaa! 


hai START... 


| @ Out Aun: Hyped to death. “A lleence won't sell If the code is rub- 


bish” US Gold saya now. 


dire, sharing none of the magic of its arcade par- 
ent. 

"A low years back software companies = our- 
selves included - ain a SE cash 
jusi tumed oul games 4 
relying on the strength gaeamgs 
of the title to sell. Now em OM Sf 
we're buying licences gf Pg -aies 
for film and arcades 3 z 
products thal back 
them up” was Ocean's 
ny proved the point 
with the ‘game of the 
year and (Chrisimas 
number ong Operation J 
Wolf plus the record er 


With so many conversions flooding the mar- 
ketplace a tithe alone no longer guarantees suc- | 
cess - the conversion has to be convincing as 
US Gold was the first lo acknowledge. “A licence | 
won't sell if the code is rubbish", | 

But what of original | 
games - is Chrisimas a graveyard 
for an ‘unknown’ commodity? “I 
you go dont go for a licence you 
can still do good business, but over 


The major difference this 
year is that none of the big houses 
will be pushing a single product. 
Mone is ready to commit itself to a chart spear- 
head with the associated hype but all aro seeking 
a po oa oom lo ensure good market share. 


® Robocop: Quality licenceware from Ocean, 
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ACTION TEST 





VIGILANTE 






The sound of a breaking bottle shatters the 
Chill night air The street punk glances ner- 
vously about, worted about who — or what - 
is in the alley with him. A sickening thud 
accompanies a fist driven into his face... the 
Vigilante has struck, and smiles as he delivers 
a few more quick blows to disable his oppo- 
nent. They've taken his lady hostage, they've 
made her suffer, now it's their tum! 

It's the usual sad and sorry tale of a thug 
whose girtriend has been taken by force. He 
finds out, gots all worked up and swears 
revenge (yawn). The gang have to be tracked 
to their hideout and battles ensue en route 


(doutie yawn). The villains are vary sporting 
about the whole thing, though, standing in 
line waiting to be beaten up, not piling on at 
the first opportunity (2272rzz2r7). After a num- 
ber of levels and remarkably similar battles 
the good guy wins and gets his lady back 
(boredom coma) 





@ Tradeng punches to the kneecap wiih pokes in 
ihe eye 





Vigdante promises litte and unfortunately 
delivers in terms of game mechanics. Fighting 
Games aré traditionally short on plot, lacking 
in gameplay but strong in a more indefinable 
Way, Making them incredibly addictive fare 
Maybe there's some deep rooted need in all 





@® One more bacidie bites the dust 


@ Thal well-tcnown karate move 
gamesplayers to belt people in the mush! 

The Vigilante is a man with a mission, but 
a limited vocabulary 
In body language 
He has to wardle 
along a horizontally 
scrolling cityscape 
Killing the street 
punks who descend 
upon fim in ones 
and twos, not the 
pack of Wiki dogs 
you'd imagine. § 
There are distinct 9 
types of punk and § 
each wil attackina @ 
certain fashion and §| 
survive a set number §j| 









fying kick lo the tefl oarole 


mouth off. 
Other than these two 
forces you can and 


should do well, and 
quicsly finish the game. 

Viguante himself has a 
Very noticeable resem- 
blance to the Target 
Renegade bod, but 
without the twin Broth- 
er. The sprites are large, 
blocky and on the whole 
dont move that well 
There are exceptions, 





especially with the lead- 
er of the level two gang. | 


He does a really neat 
back-flip, but the sur- 
prising thing is that he's 
over eight feet tall 
There should be noth- 


ing to drag you back to Vigdante once you've 
played. The graphics, hard to see on 8 colour 














of dean blows — the | 
ginger haired ‘Jimmy’ clones punch to the 
head but collapse after ome good shot, for 
example. 

The fighting is static; pou simply stand 
there and trade blows until someone falls 
Gown. You can't @uck out without taking vast 
numbers of knees to the nose and you are 
Unaie to spring about and attack on the sly 
from the back. The only choice is which 
kick/punch do you 
Want to use next. The 
Vigilante calls the 
shots because the evil 
bikers just stand there 
while some show-off 
puts his foot in their 
lace! 

The game i made 
diiicult in two notice- 
able respects. Firstly 
there is a time limit 
which, while not tight, 
stil forces you to push 
forward and gain 
ground whenever poe- 
sible. Secondly, 
because of the mad 
gunman whd sporadi- 
cally pops into play and 
shoots more than his 






——— 





FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 


Finish the game 


reen, are all but invisi- 
bie on green. The game 
is unoriginal and 
tediois, the muse just 
managing to bee 
mediocre. Yet Vigilante 
manages, by some mira- 
clo, to have that addic- 
tive quality only the 
ropiest of games pos- 
sees. With Vigilante it's 
the idea, the knowl- 
edge, Usat not only can 
you win bul you spoukd 
win that drags you back 
time and time again. 


The Verdict 


GRAPHicSs_..... 


30% 


They're there, and they all work.. 


Average sound effects, 


GRAB FACTOR 82% 


I's 50 easy to play you'll be hooked] 


immeniiatery. 


STAYING POWER 22% | 
@ it's so easy you'll finish it in no time 


AA RATING 


63° 


The game you'll go for when you feel 
mean and want to make someone else 


suffer. 





SWIFT SELECTION PLUS psc 22s 


< 21 EXCLUSIVE PROGRAMS 






















2 Player Chass 
Arcadians Revenge 
| Glaustrophobia 
- ‘TT, , Chime Coralia ‘ 
The dynamic wordfinder for | 
| home and business use dees 3 
| * Over 10,000 synonyms ii 


and antonyms 
| * Nearly 1,000 main 
} subject headings 











* Extra rapid word search a 
| & Can select over 70 ro 
words at a time 
* Simple operation ie 
* Flexible ‘roam’ facility 
* Can be used as a Ma ater Mie 
Thesaurus — 
* Compatible with Protext rom vn F Motor Mower 
— raat 
SPEECH! TAPE £4.95 DISC £7.45 Ee 
Your CPC can now talk back for as = 
little as £4.95! — 
| Speech! is an incredible piece of coding. Needing no extra hard- |. 





ware and taking up just 8K of memory, it converts your CPC's 
sound chip into a full-blown speech synthesiser! 








Once installed you can call it from your programs with a single 
RSA - plus you can fully configure it to speak in any accent or 
mich, through any of the three sound channels. 








Due to a bulk purchase we can offer this unique program to you 
for less than half price. But place your order soon as they're sure 
| to be in high demand. 







Tape Disc 
RRP £9.95 £14.95 
Our Price £4.95 £7.45 


AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM US! 


Please tick the program(s) you require 


ORDER FORM 


SUper> Tepreseniagon of a chess board and pesoes. including fll 
records of gach move = ideal for playing a fend, of play-ty-imad 
Gates 


opace bwacers like youAe fervet meen fhe belong The gam is 
peated with fag? are) Saticet acceon Pini wel beet your write b> hp Ba 


Tour GonceehiG has oaehed Into an Unchered planet ard you appear 


io be stuck in a mares structure, with parts of your rocuel ecal- ff 


jared Throughout @ WH you find them all before your onygen rund 
our? 


Youtne fhe fotenan mh fe loco! wedged factory ered Pee eer acca - 
tally lodged in Geenneg tl Whats works Fae machinery geerne to Pane 
B mind of te Own, and has defintely got A in tor you. Wil poy see the 
reaght cust? 


Pomertul disc catalogue, Options inciuce mvineneiic running of load 
ing of program at a key pret. easy selection of User on Drive, erase 
epecific files or all backups rename Ges and add Ges to your cscs 
Samipeicity iteall to wea. 


ff yam Ieee 2 Geullar, thes is ee prcepeeen for pou.  oPepews yo hice Oo 
piay 42 Onlerent Chords — and @ hele you Bane your guider io 


Heip Santa io delver he prepants a a ae oe 
obstacles Fast action arcace-gacne eth many cfoced breed: 


A hendy utility to let all your function bey cedirationss. 

Crue fhe frags 1 sully mcncdeh fhe nce weed feet, detec thee poet 
of Being run ower of drosening. Niosdy pregeerded werpion of fhe popular 
The cid cima. Create pour cw ite foe and wach theen evolve 


An oy fed A gecdy Deter fo Busiale Pe power of fe 
Preece ren Utility 


Veu'we Bough a few Miter moeer for your carro garda cit 
can you cu all the gnats wifhoul nanming indo fhe flower beds, roca 
ard wenles* 

20 Ache af is best Gan pou @ in af he equares betore Te 
muncues gel you? And @ you do wil you survive fhe next evel? 
and fhe next? 

Hard io Seat wergion of fhe oid taouriie, featynmg hem GAhouty levots 


‘(Ono of the ale dlaeec ladders and levels. gamers. Theta are paenty 
o! purrhes to solve with lots of kanes oul to get you 


Graptacaly eoskerd aauiebon of one Of ihe most popula wermoord 


 Patence. Save pourse’l the hassle of shufling. dealing andi mary | 


LAUT Bea! Cee Ce Coy. 


immensely power utility flat adds fhe feoidty of Proceduted to 
your Basic programa. Now jou feed never une 2 GOSUE again 
(omen forgetting the line queries) Gecko pou Ga now cal prece 
Cuties. Sry Peart! 


Can you save fhe Goace Base tram destruchon? With abers coming 
a you from all sales m faster and more deadiet waves, wil you fe- 
quo the base belore yout shietds aro doped? 


Antieet (uel lor punk scdicis. see per pe eg ae ote 
acremided, Can you restores then to Fer cragiral sinle 


A well-designed and hardin-bea! version of the 9 card game of 
Pumps 


An coterie artade adventure whech, 1 f donc Gate pout Gram 
wl tary leave pour oyebck i 4 Soiter state! 


STILL ONLY £9.95! 


| enclose a cheque/Euro cheque/PO made payable to: 





Tape Disc SWIFT SOFTWARE 
Pandora £24.95()  £29.95() Hee m 
Keyword — £29.95 ( ) = ae ea aS is 
owift Selection Plus — £9.95 (| ) : sass t 
| Speech! £495() £€7.45() - 7 7 ————— 
Postcode. Tal. 








































SWIFT SOFTWARE AA11, 347 LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, STOCKPORT, SK7 GAA. 061-477-8405 | 














SL D.C. 60 Boston Road, London, W7 3TR 


Other branches at 309 Goldhawk Road, London W12 BEZ 
18 Market a ope as get ENS, Beds. the 1 he Rd, Archway, London N19. 
a week 1Qam- ‘Opm) 


PRICE ain 


Pou Bish lo Prchaee an . . fogu “| fre fri Gir r de at “avd | lit Tho iF am fou can Guy ihe ane 
Puc! Chee inh aie mat MS OIDET a rrighly ‘1 Ose ihe bower i MTHS 
paling Ihe name of ihe ot Hf company and whore you san ihe e adver (i must te ine 


curren bau) Price Promepe does 141 aooly io other companies “Speci! Ollers 





bo COMPUTER HITS VOL 5 


MAGMIFICENT 7 
ry ONLY ITE O8SC C1190 






RAP OU id DISC 


































a a 


1m : CHAMPIONS 
seit OG OB Ce Teele $3) | ONLY £659, Disc £1.85 
im hate ae 1c 
paey, Cursigenes Chand: ‘Chaleng io sonra) oa 
Hagtriag, Crape, Exchange =: thor i Combat Sehocl..., ache eee fie 4. 
Space POL Fac, fr eahs hee a 15 ba n 
ns | eT eee c a ee amaeken oH zm 
Continental Circus —....... 2 a9 1050 grein SHAE BCH cscs: cmnnn ens peer emmen ae | Tr 
: ee | rT | 6. tu Febevidtc Mat Dh mte tee et ee A ZB 
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rg: Flere wtiw oe i? i250 a Mee 0 en eas Lies Hine Be 
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Archery, Triple Jump, Weightining, F56 Combad Fiat se he Cele 7 ee ye Pree 
Lethal [emcee is 68 — = 
Ping Pong, Pistol Shooting. Cycling. |p ocsen Cimectar © (Chet ordiy] 2 — case Cee Seeeeay's Solew eee ae 
Spnngboard Obving, Geard Sasicm, Testun! Wherrger 0 bie i 659 goa Pig Gubee eT 7 
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ns ' ah Tauretag: ie hid hee Sorcercr Lord ina ih 
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‘Te. 1 , 
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. arady Cs od Bly 
= 66e | UNS oy a rt es ion Fcttcars Test Mates 
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; Fa aS re] oun A-Tae. .__.____ 1 oe i. Sauer Batra 
Ghost Gonna .n Ti; 820 gg Pt ee See re) 7 i Wireer (Byrhpaad, 
Pener tery Pont Hea am 6880) (toe «60S 8 Spy Trilogy aren — Seve Dawes. Snooker, 
Enduro Pisce ree) im 6 i | Sn “a Pach Falko: Open 
peatland | Rebecee as to oo im Tana | = 
Living Dang ay» - iad e88 ere =e Li 1 : t ms | az _| 
han ‘ ~«. mi Ta. pn 
o- a 150 Batman = Cea pet Ee 
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«de 7059  Lemgue Challange > ao into The Eaghed Near 
a i ae | Le | oe 2 BP Alecia 
o.00 Tae ea Poet Jom 2% Caukiron i 
1” Tee | tee Pephacine rr 
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Popelele = eal 


THE NEW 
ZEALAND STORY 







Ocean @ £9.99 cass, £14.99 disk 
joystick/koys 


Tiki Kiwi has a problem 
his pals have been invited 
ato tea by Wally Walrus - 
& ) as the main course! 

Without further ado, the 
\fightless New Zealander 
: Hey sors out on a rescue mis- 
See sion. Armed only with a 
he enters VWally’s domain 





bow and arrow. 


| intent on thwarting his evil plans and getting 





| 


his friemcs back to the safety of Auckland zoo. 
Vially Walrus has his caverns well quarded, 
however, with his cronies ranging from 
DOOMerng-Wwielting aborigines to blood 
puCHInG Dats 

50 Tiki sets aff jumping onto platforms 
over Walls, and generally flattening the oppo- 
sition. He reaches a cago, opens it, and the 
first Kiwi is free! Only 19 more to go. 














weapon instead of fruit which can be collact- 
ed for even better firepower. Some baddies 
aré on balloons, which can be hijacked and 
used to get to difficult sections. There are 
underwater scenes where Tiki dons a swim- 
uit and must keep re-surfacing for oxygen 


SECOND OPINION 
Gong for ihe cutesy vole is fine, $0 
ong as you hil [he mark. NZS guile 
simply doesn i, because the graphics 


are so poor. Rather a pity, bul there if 


GREEN SCREEN 
Na beélfer, and no worse 








oo0es2°-0 





® Baillling a big badd 


The New Zealand Story is an immensely 
payable platform game, having that unde- 
fined quality that keeps you coming back for 
mom. The action is fast and furious, each 
level having a time limat which counts down 
to the appearance on an invincible dragon - 
50 there's no time to hang 
around, Collision with most 
nasties doesn't actually kill 
You, But they are 
all armed with a 
vanety of missiles, 
which most-certain- ¥ W | 
ly do. f * 


Occasionally, a 


cTeabure drops @ 74 os 
: 












noos Sos 0 











'GRAPHICS.......... 


B The CPC is capable of much better 


ISONICS 





haa. 
ACTION TEST 


== 


Weighed down under 

The Elvi, a flightless bird found only in New 
| Zealand, is a relative of the now extinct Moa 
| Tt lays the largest egg relative to bocty size: 
the bird is about the size of a chicken, while 
the egg is about a pound in weight, Hence 
the extraondinary noise made during laying. 

The Kiwi is New Zealand's national 

emblem, and it is a litthe known fact that a 
pports team is not allowed to congregate | 
unhess it has the word “Kiwis" somewhere in | | 
its tithe, 


= 


ag 
as 





Everything fits together well \ 
lO Make ihe gameplay spot on 
The continuous beckground instantly 
hummable tune is cute enough to make your 
loos curl (Stock & Co coukl get hall a dozen 
NUMDeY Ones GUL OF it — it really 1s that bad!) 
Spot sound effects are fairly basic. 

The thing that lets the game down badly, 
however, is its abysmal graphics, which are | 
U-chetined and blocky. Some have a tendency 
to mengo in with the background, making 
them difficult to spat. The arcade machine's 
great attraction was its cuteness, and this has 
not come across on the CPC. Sad to say, poor 
graphics spol what would otherwise be an 
excellent 7ame. AW! 


FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 





The Verdict 


Cute, Sugarsweet tune 


1 ... that drives you mad very soon! 


GRAB FACTOR 
Easy to get qoing, and you'll want to 
Reeth going, too 


TAYING POWER. 88% 


20 Progressive screens 


WVarGcalt: 


Nice Game, shame about the 
Taphics 


AMSTRAD ACTION 5&5 
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It's true. The Pilgrim is departed 
for ever. But in his place is Balrog, 
a new and fearless adventurer, 
who will tread where no others 
dare... 


Avon out soon! 
Software house Topologika will very soon 
be releasing its new game Avon to hordes 
of eager CPC owners. 

Described as “a Shakespearean 
tragedy of our time...” Avon could perhaps 
be called The Bards Tale! Disk-based with 
on-line help, it will, as with all 
Topologika's games have no examine com- 
mane. 

The Pilgrim complained requiarly about 
this omission, but Balrog will give you his 
own judgement next month... 





Hint book sale 


Following last month's story on Infocom 
titles, Castle Computers got straight on 
the phone to say that not only is it the sole 
Temaining supplier of Infocom games for 
the CPC, it has managed to get hold of 
loads of Infocom hint books. These are: 

Wishbringer, Deadline, Witness, 
Seastalker, Lurking Horror/Station Fall*, 
Starcioss, Spellbréeaker, Planetfall, 
Cuthroats, Suspended, Ballyhoo, 
Moonmist, Enchanter, Plundered Hearts/ 
Beyond Zork", Infidel, Hitch Hikers Guide 
to the Galaxy, Sorcerer, Mind Forever 
Voyaging, Suspect, Zork 3, Beaurocracy/ 
Hollywood Hijinks*. (Items marked * are 
double-packs.) 

The normal RRP of these books is 
£6.99, but while stocks last Castle 
Computers is offering them at £3.99 each. 
Ring 0782 675043 to check for availability. 


El ausraap action | 












Level 9-—author of over 15 top- 
selling adventures since its 
inception In 1981 — has 
announced thal tts latest release, 
Scapeghost, Is to be its last. 

Designer Pete Austin 
explains the decision of the com- 
pany — responsible for such clas- 
sics as Red Moon, Return to 
Eden and Gnome Ranger- to 
quit the Stit scene: 


Awathnai 
fe WOLOVA Led | 
£ | im a J F ee 


kel for years, 0 Scapeghost 
is an appropriate final 
release” 

Level 9 has in fact 
developed a new 16-bit 
only development system, 
and will nol produce any more 
Amstrad games as “the 16-bit 
machines sell more games”. 


aE 


es 


“People have been declaring 
ihe death of the adventure mar- 


Tal at 
®t rl Thal 
































Lever 9 \ Coneulehen | 
| dad news indeed for all CPC 
adventurers, Balrog demanded 
to know If there was any way 
Pete would change his mind 

= Only if Scapeghest sells 
more than we expect...” 

Apparently the & bit conver- 
sions of Lancelot and ingrid’s 
to the Aumiga and ST versions. 
Lovel 9's new 16-bit only system 
will be much more arcade orlen- 
tated, with joystick and mouse 
control, 

Balrog is glad not to be in 
their shoes at the PC Show! 
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Thanks to Howard Swains, Joan 
Pancott, Jerome Young and Sue 
Isley for these tips. If you've got 
any hints and tips you want to 
pass on to your fellow adventur- 
ers, write to Balrog, Amstrad 
Action, : Queen Street, Bath BA1 
1Ed. 


The Big Sleaze : 
In Part One you can drive to the bank, police 


_-stalion, Joe's Diner, Imrahad Street, diet otreet. - 
Make sure you examine the car before getting - 


Return to Eden 

‘To get past the fence, play stalk and twigs to 
the ants and they will follow you to the fence 
were they will then break it down. 

The Chery is a grenade which is needed in 


The glass wall in the computer room is a red 


herring. There is no disk for the profs comput- 


eT, 

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
Feed the sandwich to the dog to avoid it eating 
the miniature space fleet. Put the junk mail on 
the satchel to avoid the top-half-of-the-room- 
robot pinching the Babel Fish in midi air. 


The Hobbit 

Big Cavern in Goblin'’s Dungeon, d, wait until 
the Goblin appears, N, SE, E, get ring, wear 
ring, (you need to repeat this every few moves 
as the ring comes off), NW, N, d, E, open crack, 
up, 5, W, W to Beorn’s House, 


Heroes of Karn 
To pass the hot ashes put water on them. 
To kill the knight throw acid at him. 


Wolfman 

Have a look in the mirror, wash your hands and 
face. Don't forget to put on a new tunic and 
burn any other clothes, Get a key fram the bock- 
smiths. Move the board in the chapel, try push- 
ing thea key on the cabinet, Close your eyes at 
the nivérbank — although you can't do it first 
time just keep doing it. Waber the weed. Go 
away until the weed tums to a blue. bloom — 
then smell it and qo to the grave, 


HELP! 


® HHiges 6 stuck in foo Secrat— "| have passed 
ihe dogs and climbed the fence, knocked out the: 
quard in the jeep, what do | do mext?* 


@ Mr, Unrecognizabte Signature is having prob 
lems in Kodyash Naru, ihe proolem being that when 
they aner one of the Portholes they cia have to quit. 

IF you can help these lost souls write to Balrog 
and he will print the answer next month. 
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CONTACTING 
BALROG 


Balrog weloomes comespondence from a 
sdventonal, Contributions to the 
Clue Pol and peeks ance 


iaTly Wel Come 


matters 
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Unfortunately, it's usually impossible 
for Balrog to pen porsonal 
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The Lords and Ladies of Adventure 


| Hitehhikers Guide to tha Galaxy @ Leather 
Goddesses of Phobos @ Lurking Horror @ 
Moonmist 


Hen Dean, 63 Elmhurst Avenue, Oulton Broad, 
Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 3AR 


Aftershock @ Brawn Free @ Case of the Mixed 
up Shymer @ DAA @ Experenca @ Fantasia 
| Diamond @ Forest at the Worlds End @ Grange 
Hil @ Haunted House ® Heroos of Kam @ 
Kopyashi Nani @ Message from Andromeda @ 
Mimishadew @ Rigels Revenge @ Seabase 
Delta @ Spytrek @ Subsunk ® Terrommolinos @ 
Three Weeks in Paradise @ Trial of Amold 
Blackwood @ Warlord. 

Debby Howard, 10 Overton Road, Abbey 


Acheton @ Aftershock @ Apache Gold © 
Amold Goes to Somewhere Else @ Base @ 


Boggit @ Bored of the Rings @ Brawn Free @ 


Case - of thie” “Mixed up Shymer. * Castle 
Blackstar @ Castle of the: Shull Lord @ City for 
Ransom @ Classic “Adventure .@. Colour (of 
Magic @ Cointdown'to, Doom.@ Crystal Theft 
® .Cursed-Bo the City. @ Dodgy Geezers.@ 
Dractla @ Diingeohs Amothysts Alchemists n 
Everything’ @ Enchanter. @ Escape from 
Koshima» @ Espionage Island’ © Fantasia 
Diamond @-Forest at the Worlds) End @<4dth 
Protecal @ Guild of Thieves @ Heavy on the 
Magick @ Heroes of Karn @ Hitchhivers Guide 
® Hobbit @ Hollywood Hijinx @ Hunchback @ 
Imaginata n'@ Inca Curse @ Infidel @ Island @ 
Jewels of Babyion' @ Jinxter’ @ Kentilla .¢ 


Fingdom of Hamil @ Eobyashi Nara @ Lost | 
Fhinious (Parts 1 & 3) @ Message from 
Andromeda @ Mindshadow @ Mordon’'s Quest | 
@® Mountains of Ket @ Nects Dome @ Never | 
Ending Story @ Not a Penny More Not a Penny 
pigtail eter Sen 
® Philosophers Quest @ Planet of Death @ 
Project Volcano @ OOR @ Ouestormobe I @ 
Retum to Doom @ Rigel's Revenge @ Robocide 
@ Scary Tales @ Seabase Delta @ Seas of Blood 
® Smashed @ Smuggier's Cove @ Soreror @ 
souls of Darkon ® Spellbreaker ® Spytrek @ 
otar Wreck ® Subsunk ® Sydney Ailair © 
Temormmolines @ Top Secret @ Trial of Amoid 
Blackwood @ Vera Croz Affair @ Very Big Cave 
Adventure @ Village of Lost Souls @ Warlord © 
Wise and Fool of Amoid Blackwoml @ Zork I @ 
ALL Level 9! 
Joan Pancott, 78 Radipole Lane, Weymouth, 
Dorset, DT4 9RS. Tel (0305) 784155 Any day - 
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£1.99 cass, @ David Gibbon @ 77 Quarry Crescent, Bearpark, Co. Durham, DH77DR (eae 


As well as all the ‘professional’ adven- 
tures released on the CPU Balrog will, 
where possible, ba reviewing smaller 
companies’ games. Most of these games 
are produced on GAC. Some are actually 
much more enjoyable - and cheaper — 
than their commercial counterparts, 

Unfortunately, the Unknown Treasure 
ig not one of them Actually, it's not so 
much that it's Bad, it's just not one of 
these GAC games that stands out from 
the crowd. 

The game is well enough written, with 
an alternative character set as used by 
Sandra Sharkey in her Case of the Mixed 
up Shymer, but the real test of a game is 
in the playing and this is the Unknown 
Treasure’s failing. 

Firstly, the plot is very poor and séc- 
ondly, the description of objects is 
inadequate. A spade proves to be “a gar- 
den spade", and some objects have no 
description at all. [f the examine command 


is used just to pad out the game by giving 
such short responses as it is in TUT then 
Balrog must agree with Brian Kerslake of 
Topologika in that the examine command 
should not be implemented at all. 

The ability to examine objects is useful 
not just for learning their purpose — it also 
adds valuable atmosphere. 

The room descriptions are scanty, there 
are a couple of spelling mistakes and, 
what most annoyed Balrog was the 
overuse of the word ‘big’. There is a big 
stair, big kitchen, big cave, big green road, 
big passage etc. Another couple of very 
annoying features in the game include a 
location "by a big cottage” -— you can exam- 
ine the cottage all you like as you trying to 
enter it, and opening doors has no effect 
at all. In fact, you must “Jump through 
window", and there is no clue in the game 
relating to this. 

But TUT does have a couple of redeem- 
ing features! First there is a large number 


INTER-ACTION CALLING! 


Adventurers, RPGers and computer strategists are 

usually In need of solace or help (often in more 
| ways than one}, so to pul an end to their misery 
| and give them a reason to live Infer-Action has cre- 

ated a team of four really quite helpful people... But 

Boy Scouts they ain’. 

1) The Harlequin (he made them put his name first 

= having a blaster shoved up thelr noses was a 

dammed good incentive} 

2) Rob Steel (a nico chapple who's played more 

adventures than anybody in this room) 

3) Auntie Marg (she's about two sandwiches short 

of a full picnic but plays strategy like a good ‘un - 

and she brings the biscuits) 

4) «Nik Wild (he's the one with the money, equip- 

ment, premises and good looks - and he wrote the 

prass release) 

Three of the team are ex-Newsfield writers, so 
you can expect a professional set-up all round. The 
nsociation is basically for adventure, RPG and 
computer strategy players, and £15 a month gets 
you a 12-month mombership to Inter-Acthon, For 
your money you get: 

@® Six bi-monthly AS dossiers called Harlequin 
and Steel containing news, previews, reviews, 
hints, maps, gossip, Interviews and features = pro- 
duced using DTP. 

® Access to a telephone helpline open between 
17.00 and 19.00, Monday to Friday. 


AMSTRAD ACTION 


® Plus an intermediate newsletter to keep mem- 
bers up to date with ail the latest happenings. 

inter-Action also hopes to include sections on 
writing home-grown adventures and perhaps a 
ematiering of PBM, depending on demand. 

For further Information about Infer-Actlon, call 
Nik Wild on 0564 74 250 or write to Infer-Action, The 
Cottage, Ashford Carbonell, Ludlow, Shropshire 
578 408, 








of locations ere which is, as the author 
would say, BIG! for a GAC game). This. 
possibly explains the lack of decent text — 
all the memory has been used on the 
graphics and multiple room descriptions 
and not enough on parser and messages. 

The author has also included a SKILL 
command for prolonging the life of the 
game. SKILL allows you to change the 
number of objects you can carry — thus 
skill eleven allows you to carry eleven 
objects. So after completing the game 
with skill eleven you can try again with a 
lower, and thus harder, value. 

Balrog doesn't not know the age of the 
author but the oo-writer is nine years old. 
If David is also this age then Balrog is very 
impressed with his effort, but feel that he 
has bitten of more than he can chew in 
creating his first game so large. 

Balrog does, however, look forward to 
seeing David's future games. 


Atmosphere........0.d0% 
Interaction.. See eae 24% 
Challenge... sadG to 


AA Rating.............30% 
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* | CHRISTMAS CHEER 
_ Buy early for christmas and get a 
£1 voucher for every £15 spent 
during October and November 





ist Choice for fast _ 


Ardwet Bace Quit (8-11) 7.48 10.48 
Fect Fee fer gece 
Arehoretee (8-11) 7 
Aas. Pootal (tz) a7 








aro 
ngish Words (12+) ATO. 6.70 
F la & : ' 
Bee eae an 
| *) 2&7 
Gen. Scenceiid+) = 4.70 PO 
KnowEngiand (128) 370 &70] 
Know Senand (12+) 170 6.70 
Nat History (104) a7 GPO 
Spelling (6-17 370 670 
Spec [14 +) 370 67o] 
| Betier Mains (12-"c 8.20 12.70 
Beology (12 : foo 1270 eF 
Cheering (12-165 O20 12.70 rr 
y GCSE 10.05 14.05 ir 
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French rene (A+) 2.70 14.04 
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4,45 

1 
Fun Sched i124 4a 70] 
enseee 745° (7.70 ea 
Fun School 2 748) «6§8.76 
Fin Sebioed 2 (Cheer ij 74 &7O Soret Gorey F cece belt 
Deogmeny Map Gut Gel B.29 13.7 Tath, Force 
| Gaeran Mater (A « Bey 12.70 eS The Fit Squad 
| Macy Letters. (ey 74S O85 | Treasure inland Dory 
happy Nuribens (Sh TiS 10.05 | Team Turteo v8 
Kappy Wihag 6-8 Fas 1008} Woll Pack 
Matt a 12 Ve Ay Kung Fu 
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re CHEAT 2, 
Bend the rules! Play your games to the end with 














! CHOICE CHEATS 1 
chests - a base: Fuh, Tana beeen Oates | 









CHOICE CHEATS 2 


| ‘Cheeate for: Nira, Hopper Copper, Arkanoid, Ankancld 2 


x CHOICE CHEATS 3 “Gy, 







Turtes Vi, Yabba Cabine Doe and Vogl Bear, 










ened Make 14. 


| Tera ecrpes2 
To order fill in the coupon and send it with 

a cheque or postal order to 

ist Choice Software Ltd a 
Dept AA11 7 

4 Paul Row, Temple Lane 

Littleborough, Lancs,OL1590G,“ «° 


INE O706 727 All are inclusive of fo ees 6 
PHONE 0706 72728 /APond P&P inthe UK, ~ GO C4 
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sinen OFTWARE | 

Meet Siren Software's Simon Pe DN De as, 
Cobb on his home territoryin = PALI msec een ty 
Manchester and you realise you cPrit c oe ae es mx 
may be talking to the CPC’s most iaeciocns*: bal vocal 

| ardent supporter. unuenr with disarming hon: 
STEVE CAREY took notes == memagit"" st. "People a 

and tried to keep up. and I realised they just wanted was 


ention Siren Software to anyone wha 
knows the CPC and they'll tell you, 
"Qh yeah, the disk drive people.” And 
they'd be right, for Siren's is the longest and, 
I'd guess, the best-selling second drive 





just copiers. We were selling, well, not as 
many as we could duplicate exactly, but just 
loads and loads. 

"5o we kept doing updates, and poople 
kept phoning up wantlng particular protec 
tion systems busted. | got tired of that. 


around. 
But Siren must aleo take the credit for sup- ‘T , } 
plying so many of us with the indispensable wes lag ps sem 
Discology; the games player's second machin yo 
favourite accessory the Soundblaster thinking of upgrading it 
WW Sr ous). ang «sould consider their rea- 
st D  Microdesign Dteakni Gan ad sons very carefully for 


aa well tev anes saves, 


ads of various computer publica 


iicrie aiid “uid toe cou Haney 


keep up with demand, 


So Simon served his notice and i soe 


POSH. Ocean games pro- 
grammer by the 
jeer ig amenable eras serra 
Deeg nub dae sad re erag 


doing so. It's still got plen- 
ty of life left in it, and still 





a gita has a multitude of uses it 
| | can he put to. 99 
In the beginning 
Siren came into 
existence in 1995 “So [ did Micredesign, which was very 
Genel Design, OSD a disgruntied popular It's still used in professional enviren- 


monts. Schoolleachers use it. One guy uses it 
to design medical equipment. He bought it at 
one show, and at a later 
| Show he came up and told 
\us how highly he rated it 
‘ pb Rnt land what he could do 
with it. 

| "Then we did a mouse 






ae ee | 


i a 


| began work on a variety of software ees to go with Microdesign. 


projects such as Discovery, | pacers =| eee | Eventually we moved 
‘rants “into hardware, To be honest I got 


| Discovery Plus, X Basic ("a cracking | 


Driving reign 
“We get our disk drive mecha- 
nisms from Japan; hawe the 
cases Madde by a sheet metal 
company In Oidham; put in a 
voltage regulator, add the 
Cable and slide on the 
casing. 

"Then we test them, otvi- 
ously, and they're ready to go 
Out WIth & power supoty, 
operating sytem and instruc- 
stripped, you realise there's 


as well, but that's about 60% 
on Amstrad, 

“Most people come to us 
trom the ads, but many also 
surprising number from 
abroad - probably more than 


just so litte that can go wrong 
with Ft. 
“Last year we started build- 
ing up the advertising in 
nice and steadily at first. Then 
Lowards Christmas fl was gel- 
ling jus! so hectle we couldn't 
koop up = we had to onder 
mone cases aboul three weeks 
“When we're busy we can 
sell 200 a month = that's on ST 





AMSTRAD > ACTION. 








ties, but “dentists, doctors, colleges, adivartis- 


ing agencies — a whole jot of places. Even the | 


Ministry of Defence has bought a few!” 


But surely the professionals go for the big PC 
machines, don't they? In the main they do, 





but perhaps if they'd listened to Simon | 


they might think differently. “When you think 
about it the Amstrad is a cracking machine. | 
use it to Tun my office. [ had a PC, but [ just 
didn't find it coukd do anything the CPC 
couldn't. We keep all the orders on one disk 
drive, with all our Tasword files on one dist, 
it's just as qickl as anything alse. 

"As you 600 we have an ST over there and 
an Amiga, but they never get used for any- 
thing but games and testing disk drives! We 





do the Soundblaster for the Amiga, and the 


| want to hold your hand 
“We find lots of people buying thelr CPC sec- 
ondhand, and lt actually's a pain, because we 
get them phoning us up for instruction manu- 
als. And with piracy belng like it Is, it's very dif- 
ficult for us just to send out manuals. 

“50 we ask people to send in the original 


disk — we can tell Hl It Is original, by the wayl- 
and then return it to them with a manual, 

“The other thing which hapoens Is people 
ring us up for advice: they've [ust bought their 
Amstrad, efther new of secondhand, and don't 
know the first thing about it, and want ws to tell 
them everything!” 





disk drive for the ST. [ bought the ST with the 
intention of doing everything | did with the 
CPC, but when you look at the cost of saft- 
ware... Proteat on the CPC is what, £30. Do 
you know how much it tf on the ST? £100!" 
Simon believes that the CPC's future lies 
in the professional environment, as a word 
prookesor and a machine to min serous soft- 
ware, but a machine that can also run games. 
“Because there's not that much new software 
and perhaps existing tiles aren't solling in 
such big numbers, people assume the 
machine's past it. But just because there 


aren't that many new CPCs being sod | 


doesn't mean no-one's sires fel . 





A picture, so they say, is worth a thou- 
sand words. ADAM PETERS continues 

his guide to DIY publishing on the CPC 
with the art of illustration... 


um back to the front of this issue of 

AA and flick through it from cover to 

cover, scanning each page. Well go 

on then, [ll wait for you. Done it? Right, 

now flick through it again imagining away 

all the photographs, cartoons, screen 
shots and diagrams. 

There are two important things this 

activity should have shown you, other 





@ Magazines cannot live by text alone: this month we look al ihistrating your pages 
than the fact that AA is absolutely brill 


(used notes in mixed denominations 
please). Firstiy, the use of boxes and dif- 
ferent styles of text makes it visually 
attractive, Secondly, it should become 
apparent that even a tiny amount of illus- 
trative material brightens up a publication 
no end. 

There are two main types of illustrative 
material that can be used; drawings and 
photographs. 

Photographs can be these you hare 
taken yourself or those you have stolen 
from magazines. Obviously those you 
have taken yourself are more likely to fill 
your needs, It's unlikely, for instance, that 
you will find a photo of your brother bal- 
ancing a CPC on his head in the Britich 
Medical Journal I don't know though. 
Maybe... 

Conversly, photographs culled from 
other publications can depict things you 
are unlikely to be able to photograph your- 
self. For instance, ff you're doing a spool 
aricle about an Apollo rocket, chances are 


rst Ed 








ii 
you haven't got one lying around in your 
back garden (unless you live in Houston, 
Texas, that is). 

Taking your own photos involves con- 
siderable expense. Apart from the cost of 
the film (horrendous) and the cost of the 
processing (doubly horrendous), if you 
want your pictures to look good in the fin- 
ished magazine, which having spent so 
much on getting them taken you obviously 
should, you will need to get them 
screened. We will be covering this process 
fully when we look at printing. Suffice to 
gay, it's quadruply horrendous. 

Photos from magazines will have 
Already been taken, processed and 

= screened. One 
slight disadvan- 
tage of ‘borrow: 
Ing’ photoes in this 
way is that it's 
totally and utterly 
Wegal, thanks to 
one of those 
Copyright Acts 
we all know and 
love. There are 4 
number of picture 
lhbraries around 
which will supply 
you at a reason- 
able rate, and you 
can also write to 
newspapers and 
magazines asking 
if they could sup- 
ply you with pic- 
tures. Expect to 
pay copyright fees of around £3-£4 per 
photo, 

Having said that, any use of material 
from other sources (such as the broadcast- 
ing of humorous newspaper mistakes on 
That's Life) is technically legal. Even if 
someone from the publication concerned 
Spots one of their pictures in your mag, it 
is unlikely they will chase you up, unless 
the picture has been used too blatantly. 

It remains legal though, and if anyone 
sends in a fanzine to the printer competi- 
tion that features artwork nicked from this 
series, | will personally come round to 
their house and bop them on the head 
with a Boiled carrot (in accordance with 
the 1976 Copyright Act). 

The other form of illustrative material - 
drawings - encompasses a number of dif- 
ferent types of illustration: cartoons, 
comic strips, diagrams, pie charts, etc. 
These can be produced either on comput- 
er or by hancL 

Obviously, drawings produced on com- 
puter will be more precise as far as shapes 
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and angles go. Diagrams and pie charts 
are best produced on computer. Large 


comic strips, however, are obviously best 


produced by hand, since they'd take years 
to complete on screen. Simple drawings or 
cartoons can be produced by aither 
method. though the computer will pro- 
duce a better looking end product (if 
you've got the time). An examination of 
the different software and peoripheral 
available for doing this forms the major 
part of this instalment, 

As for hand-cirawn illustrations, if your 
own artistic ability is a bit on the dodgy 
Side, it would be wise to bunt out some- 
one who can draw brilliantly. You'll find 
that even if the text is diabolical no-one'll 
complain, but if you use pathetic-looking 
drawings you can bet your ‘friends’ will 
take the mick incessantly. 

if you can’t find an ‘artist’ amongst 
YOUur associates, you could always wander 
the streets looking for one. They have 
brown curly hair, and they wear Black 
Sabbath T-shirts. 

You've got your text. You've got your 
artwork. Now what? You'll have to wait 
till next month's instalment (layout) to find 
out. Reserve your copy today. 
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Desktop Publishing is a revolutionary 
new lechnique whereby pages ol 
text/art are ‘laid down’ on a computer, 
rather than by a grubby looking man in 
a typesetting room with a pair of 
tweezers. Though it's the ridiculously 
expansive compulers that are more 
normally associated with this process, 
DTP is possible on the CPC, and the 
worth considering if you're deadly 
PERG | thes Stop Press: i 
E you've got 128K of 
memory, a disk drive 
| anda dot matrix 
~ Bfinter, you'd better 
ee have Stop Press as 


well, because if you 

1) vy haven't got it you'r 
Phu missing out on a lot 

Ppl As with all CPC 


DTP packages, the 
fonts (ditferent type- 
faces) supplied are loo ‘garish’ to pro- 
duce easily readable lext at standard 
type size. Personally | produce all text 
as per normal, only using Stop Press 
for headlines and illustrations. This 
dons maan missing oul on some of tha 
excollent features, though, such as 
being able ho invert boxes of text - 
most people use Stop Press to pro 

Look at a few sample print outs 
avd try out a friend's copy if you can, 
just to see how versatile Stop Press is 
- it can do more different things than 
most of the £700 packages on the 
Apple Macintosh. On Sfop Press you 
can produce text of any size (from pin- 
head letters to tull page letters), here 
are lots of different fonts included, you 
can draw and edit illustrations, make 
fine adjustments, correct mistakes, 
add patterned borders, run text around 
itustrations, create boxes, add shaded 
backgrounds, fil clrcles with text, 
Invert ext or ilustrations, sall the 
Atlantic; anything. (Except sailing the 
Atlantic, which was a joke.) 

E60 (including mouse} is a falr 
whack. [i's a lol cheaper without 
ihe mouse of course, but don't 
fall into the same trap as me and 
think ‘I've got a joystick, what do | 
need a mouse for? Stop Press is 
designed for use with a mouse, and 
tho contro are therefore very sensi- 
tive. Even the lightest tap on a joystick 
will ether have no effect or send the 
cursor half way wp the page. Ht can 
take almost five minules to get into 
position, so make sure you don't leave 
any breakable objects within striking 
distance, 















Fleet St Eqltor? Well, we waited 
two years for it, and by the time it final- 
ly omerged there was only one paper 
left on that famous street (and that's 
since gone). it's clumsy, slow, and con- 
at Chessinglon Zoo. It was delayed 
hwo years while bugs were belng 
removed, oo wht Face nas toe 
dreads to think. 

Available for a couple of months 
for slightly more than the price of a 
blank disk, it has now disappeared 
altogether, which is a shame really. 
When Pagemaker (ake Stop Press) 


orginally appeared it too was full of 


T ‘i ae 






eA laeliae of fonts from Stop Press. 
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though there's no ‘stretch’ 
command. Patterned fills 
are possible and the 
Zoom-tditing area |S very 
large (the Stop Press area 


you're doing). 





There are some nice @ Micro Designs: not really s DTP package, but 


fonts provided, though 
they aro only available In ane size, and 
some work betler than others. Infine 

for instance (my tavourite of the lot) Is 
whereby lhe computer selects iis own 
spacing between the letters, which are 


allemately plastered on top of each 





ar tnt 









great for diagrams. 


leflers. “| don't know anything about 
it,” he sakd, denying all knowledge. 

There are plenty of icons supplied, 
including lots of different electrical 
components (which | can understand) 
and items of shrubbery (which Iam 
immonsely confused by). Affera 
Dasign ts probably best for producing 
electronic circuits of, ev, plans of hortl- 
cultural displays. It makes no claim to 
being a proper DTP package, and it 
isn't one, 

It does include superb pape-han- 
dling features, however, and the prini- 
outs are of a much higher quality than 
the olher packages (since It oses 
square halt-pivels rather than rectan- 
guiar full-pixels), A shame the text 
facdities werent more versatile. tf you 
wanl to produce diagrams, plans or 
the like, Micro Design could be the one 
for you. Fanzine editors think again. 

There are two other ‘proper’ DTP 
packages available; Page Publisher 
and Tiny Desk Top Publisher. Neither 


. COMES match in 
@ Stop Press's room facility in action, sto nieeereanmndhse i 
bugs. The press reaction was so pod- other and then tee inches apart! Desk Top Publisher ts tiny, and only 
tive io the concept and operation of There is also a very bizarre coded really a desk top publisher if you've 
the programma though, that it was de- alphabet, which utilises pictures lo got a lot of time and patience on your 
bugged and re-released. Fleet Si represent letters of the alphabet; “B'is | hands. Page Publisher, on the other 
Edrfor looks dead and buried. Oh well, a bee, “C' bs the sea, ec. Some are hand, is a lol easier and quicker lo use 
even if it had worked properly, Stop more bizare than others. G'isasweel than Stop Press. Though it lacks many 
Press would have bett it standing. drawing of three little stickmen ina of the latter's features, if you really 
Micro Design is an odd little pack- row, ‘T is 6 breast (oh dear), and can't pool together the cash needed 
age. I's not really DTP by any stretch pressing ‘U' results in the computer for Stop Press, Page Publisher is a 
of the imagination. Text calling you a rather rude word. Siren worthwhile investment. 
can only be entered a supremo Simon Cobb (nick- There are other packages which 
ling at a time and there's jose apcky inchude some of the text aspects asso- 
only one real ‘writing’ led all kneowl- clated with Desktop Publishing. 
font. The art facili- ilall wth te Ting | chap teae Though not DTF packages In thelr own 
ties are very right, products like Pendown, 


es Qualitas all facilitate 
Fy her printouts In mary dif- 


Feet Bits end Pi an Tasword and 


a Aah ; dhe | ey 
es so on Tat fi : . 7 lerent fonts. 
aT aot oo , av ORY, for rs ui ¢ | Indeed, if you 
ne ee oes v ETS Serine J CMiS = have a plush printer 
oS sess val I a cf (WR, TIME fhe va AY @ all ¢ wage chick tas demiaed 
eee = BRADFORD v VILLA sata? Mii Rare fine characters and has plen- 
So ren en ee, FAf'  setca atin on 
Sate Ear i == coo 
oars ws TIDLAUDS | Zzax ren pina 
ct — away with calling itself a 
ane OTP package. 





Arthul dodges 


The graphics mode in Stop Press provides all the 
functions you could ever need. With stretching, 
rooming and a variety of diferent shapes and pat- 
terns to choose from you can produce all your illus- 
trations and text on this one program. However, to 
produce a picture of ‘loading screen’ quality and 
detail (though possible) would take ages. If you're 


likely to want very detailed computerised illustrations 
in your fanzine, you'd batter start looking to art pack- 


ages. 
The ‘big guns’ of the artwork world are AMX Art 
and Advanced Art Studio. The latter is undoubtedly 
ihe best, with Incredibly Intricate pictures easy to 
produce, and (of particular note} a font editor with 
seven in-built fonts that put 
most of those supplied with 
Slop Presa to shame. This 
allows for simple and stylish 
labelling and lettering of Illua- 
tratlons. Fanzine folk probably 
won't find the new Arf 
Studle'Genlus Mouse package 
quite a3 enticing as it should 
be, due to the incompatabllity 
ol the mouse with Stop Press. 
Mice are pretty expensive, hav- 
Ing two where one should sut- 
fice doesn't sound too clever, 
AMS Art offers most of the 
features as 44S, but best of 
tha rest has to be Easlart, 
which Includes amongst other 
things a ‘freehand draw 
option. Great fun for all those 
people who, like me, pine for 
their old Efehasketch, There 


Scanners 


Compuler-generalad artwork Is all very well, bul 
you can't produce Intricate detailed cartoons like 
our example, It would take too long. Wouldn't ft be 
nice to be able to install hand-drawn artwork inte 
the computer environment, where you could edit, 

| sirotch or modify it? Yes It would, and you can. 


®@ The DART Scanner, which unfortunately only 
works with a DMP 2000/3000 series machine, 
allows You lo feed drawings or pholas 

through your printer and into the 

software environment (eq 
her aitaches fo your 


there is most of In lt. The fin- 
lshed product is obviously 
more ‘blocky’ than what you fed 
In, but if tie drawing was useless 
anyway it gives you the oppertuni- 
ty to Zoom-edit It Into something 
more presentable. tt's expensive 
though, 
The VID Digitiser is a welrd device 
ihat inputs a signal from a video camera 
or recorder and sends it through to your 





are other packages, 
such as Cherry 
Paint, but these 
ones one could call 
‘full specification’ 


Unlike DTP (eae) _RAINDIR, 


packages. There is litte to differentiate between wien 
comparing these packages. All three include similar 
feaiures and levels of sophistication. The main ditfer- 
ence between these ari packages and the graphics 
mode of Stop Press is thal the art programs can pre- 
duce colour pictures. 








DTP SERIES 





This is not an awiul lol of help 
as far as producing magazines goes. Even 
if you own a Star LC-10 colour printer and 
can utilise a colour screen dump routine, 
colour printing Is so expensive that you'd 
neod to sell you computer, all your periph- 
érals and at least two elderly relatives, 
before you could even start to consider i 

Shading is used when printing out on a standard 
printer (usually four different shades), which does 
produce pictures with a photographic’ quality ebout 
them. Such pictures can be produced on Stop Press 
just a3 ezsily and, since you'll be working in black 
and white, you have a better kdea what the eventual 
printout will look like (objects of 
a similar tone to thelr back- 
ground tend to ‘disappear’ when 
using an art program, since they 
come out as the same shade). 

Though I'm mot the best per- 
son to comment on art packages 
(l have problems drawing a pair 
of curtains, lel alone anything 
remotely artistic), Advanced Art 
Studio tg clearly the best If you 
want something specialised. 

Ht you buy Stop Prass (which is 
worth having for the text facil- 
need something more sophisti 
cated, then it might be the time 
lo conskter standard art pack 

AS far as I'm concerned Slop 
Press ts more than adequate for 
my artistic endeavours. 





computer, Similarly to the scanner, it reads the 


image ag black and white pixels (any image with at if 


lots of gray scales in will come oullcoking 
not a bit like whal it's supposed to be}. 
The Image is actually sent continually 
to- your monitor till you select a polni 
to ‘freeze’ IL, You could get so involved 
In walching the weird moving 
image that you forget lo stop it, 


through this, ihe moment you press the 
(322), ‘freeze’ bution you have stored the 
al image through an electrical storage 
device. By the way, if It's not a home- 
made victw image you ve just bro- 
ken the law. You're not allowed to 
use TY images in a magazine 
really elfher. Oh well... 


© If you want to get really 

<3, keen you could go for 
Rombo's Vidi video digitis- 
cr, . fsa broadly similar 

: product to the Dart 
ocanner, but works by 
grabbing and digitising moving 


Will reed “scanning” 


s __ Though you can watch anything you like — 


vogeantstre ® Tho Electric Studio 
senes of grey scales, hand artists. 

The Vidi needs a video 

recorder or video camera before you 

even start, whereas the Dart Scanner merely needs 
a printer. 


@ Also worth mentioning is the Electric Studio 
Light Pen, which allows you to ‘craw’ on your 
screen, thereby letting you insert ‘hand-drawn’ 
images Into the computer through another method. 
Remomber to check compatability, and if possibte 
try the piece of hardware first, before sheffing out 
the moolah. 





















































NOW TO AMSTRAD ACTION 


YOUR MAGAZINE 
DEDICATED TO YOUR 
MACHINE 


Only £17.95 for 12 action-packed issues (and 
we even pay the postage for you!) 


Ring 0458 74011 NOW, quoting the order code 
AA396 and having your credit card handy or use 
the order form on Page 90. Why not order some 
of the latest and cheapest products from The 
Amstrad Action Special Offers at the same 
time! 





Remember our unique guarantee: we will refund 

the cost of all unmailed issues, if you are not 

completely satisfied with our subscription 

service. 

* Hotline Number 0458 74011 

* Order Form on Page 90 

* Be sure you get your copy before the 
newsagent sells out 

* Get our regular quarterly “UPDATE” of extra- 
special savings on products that we didn't 
quite manage to squeeze in the magazine! 
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MAKE YOUR 


Yes making money wilh your Anstrad becomes incidental when you know how. 
Your micro is, if only you Krew it, a ood ming. The site and make is inréevant. 
Make the inrial efort NOV! by starting your own 


HOME BASED BUSINESS 
| This may be the most important move you will ever make! 
JREMEMBER: You'll never get ich by cagging someone elses “dich”. Anyone im the: 
Loounby, induding YOU, can become very ich in a relatively short period of time just 
[oy doing a few basic things! it's more rewarding than playing games. The bene‘its 
are many and varied. Full or part time. For FREE details eend S.A. =. io: 


31, PILTON PLACE (AA6) 
KING AND QUEEN STREET, 
WALWORTH, LONDON SE17 1DR 


Software Hire 
The cheapest way to play them all. 
Top games titles for Amstrad, Commodore, 
Spectrum, Amiga and Atari ST. 
Please sfate system 
Please send large SAE for details to 
Matrix Leisure Club, Dept AA, 


271 Stansted Road, Bishops Stortford 
Herts CM23 2BT 


SCREENVI + ION 
TURNS YOUR 
MONITOR INTO 
A COLOUR TV! 


el 
List| 


HiT 

os " 
Ir eal 
Ro ir Thee 


felis 
rallie 
‘ eo 


=] ATTHE AMAZING OFFER PRICE or peg. 


| Doorto Door Insured delivery add £6 INC VAT | 


| USE YOUR AMSTRAD CPC464, CPC664 & 


CPC6128 MONITOR AS ACOLOUR TV SET! 


SCTESTVISEON If a modern ‘Siale-ol-ihe-Ait TY Tuner which simply connects 

fo your monitor, using the existing load and converts it fo an oulstanding 
Colour [ee vibian. 

ocTeenvision has more fealures than any olher TV Tuner and costs less! | 
Each tuner has seven pre-pelect push bulion channel selectors, separate | 
controts for baghiness, oofour, lone and volume and has bust in Speaker, 
Colour and Automatic gain control, 

Unlike olher products, Screenvtsion also connects to a host of other Monaors 
should you change your sysiem, 


ais ia f —DEMLER 5 EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


SCREENS MCBOCONPUTER 


ELECTRONICS 
MAIN AVENUE: MOOR PARK 


MIDDLESEX - HAB ZH - Fr ata 
SALES PRIM CSET et EAPOAT OTN 2nd TELER APTTE SORDENG FAK: et 


HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED 


23 Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke RG21 1LG (AA) | 
ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 


Personal 
Organiser 
Stationery 

Bogsm 


for 250 sheets 


9.5" x 11° 60gsm Micro-Pert all edges “ £9.50 
True A4 70gsm Micro-Perl all edges £6.50 
£7.95 True A4 90gsm Micro-Peri all edges £9.75 
True Ad 1009g5m Micro-Peri all edges. 


Stationery... Stationery... Stationery... 


300 1,000 2,000 
£15.99 
£12.95 £23.95 
£14.95 £27.35 | 


£16.95 £31.95 : 


(coloured - Cream, Blue, Grey or White) 


Dust Covers 
"CPG 464 2pce set £7.95 
"CPC 6128 2pce set ff.95 
DMP 2000 Printer Cover £4.95 ff 
"State Mono or Colour | 


Printer Ribbons 
DMP 2000/3000 Black £2.95 
DMP 2000/3000 Colours” £3.95 

‘Colours Available are-:- 
Ried, Glue, Green, Brown, 


| Amsoft 3” disks (uncased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95 
| Maxell 3" disks (cased): One £2.85; Five £13.50; Ten £25.95 


NO EXTRAS 
TO PAY 


Labels 3.5" x 1.5" (1 across) 
Labels 3.5° x 1.5° (2 across) 
Labels 4.0" x 1.5" (1 across) 
Labels 4.0° x 1.5" (2 across) 


Credit Card Hotline 
(0256) 463507 


Faxline 
(0228) 841018 


DAARCLATCARG 


Orders under £8 in valuo carry o small order of £2 





|Alistar Young provides a useful utility for users with 129k 
|machines. The program was writen on 6128, but should work 
on expanded 464/664's if the indicated lines are substituted. 

Two ASX's aro sot up: IMSAVE which coples ram banks O- 
2 Into banks 5-7, and IMSWAP which exchanges the informa- 
tion In these banks. The ASX's roside at address &AFOO, 
which is safo memory that will survive a system rosot, and 
can be re-activatedby CALL &AFOO. As a built in saftey foa- 
ture, you cannot IMSWAP before firatly dolng a IMSAVE, the 
system would crash if you did. 

The memory swapper is Ideal for using alongside such 

programe as protext. To do this, alter line 430 to read: 


1‘) er rReoros 


Or whatever, and the program will bo loaded automatical- 
ly after the memory swapper ls implemented. 


(EeBi} 10 REM Memory Swapper, Basic Foker 
(Xpla} 15 REM By Alistair Young 
(Lidp} 20 MEMORY 32766 
(Cade) D0 addregarod: Ina] dd 
40 READ 
moodal: cheRIGHTS (mooded, 3) imocdeg=LEFTS (mooded, LEN (mcode) -3) 
50 IF moodej="ERD" THEN GOTO 390 
60 totad 
70 FOR pheel TO 27 STer 2 
OO byrteeVAL (“6° 40D) (moode}, pa, 2) ) 
$0 PORE addr, byte:addreaddr+l :tot=tot+byte 
1X) REXT 
110 IF totOVAL (“e"+chk$) THEN GoTo 130 
120 nelntl6:0070 40 
130 FRINT There is 6 Gata arror in Line*; ln: EeD 
140 DATA 21 CAPOLOGAPCIDIECLIAPCIZOAF E47 
150 GATA CIGPAPADS MLSGCSAD535 TA 1DQO0SES 
16) DATA LOWPOOAPD1 OPES Orr SEOs seas) 


170 BATA LIGHT LOCO) L004 TEDBOTEO oD I61 
1a0 DATA SHBOLLOO LOGS NOM ORDRO EAT Eh 
190 DATA OOCUSEEDILOOCOZLONONLOMEDAS 
200 DATA BO SEOTCOSRRDLLODOZLOOCOOL OD 
210 DATA EDIE SREDSEOe CSRS TAGOT 
220 DATA OPEOPEPRCEWAROSEOSCOSSED1 100671 
230 DATA COZIOIVIOL00UOEDEOLIMOIOZLO0RTL 
240 DATA O00LO04TEDROIRIOCHSREDL 1000412 
250 DATA 2lO0Q0O1 OR ICEDROIEIRDSSEDL LFS 
260 DATA OOCIZIOMOOLMOdOEDROLIOOdOZ1571 
270 DATA COSC LOOM EDO REO OODSRBD LO? 
260 DATA 8021000001 OEDBOLLOOCIIOO431 
2) DATA 400 LOM DDR SEO TONED LOSS 
300 DATA Z10000LM CEBLZTOERL SES ACPROUSE 


d20 DATA ozis0coo10odenedseozcanescec: 
23) FEM Maxt two lines, 6178 OMLY 

340 DATA SE0S5D TSO O0GOO00o01 TA 
350 DATA EDO 

360 PEM Haxt two lines, 404/664 GLY 
O70 DATA FEOSDTSSOR0OCEC COLON TFEDTICISAF 
240 DATA EDO0O 

390 MODE 1:CLs 

400 CALL sArod 

410 BEM Mext line, 464/664 OMLY 


420 PORE 42050, 603 PORE GEDSC,610:PORE GBD50, GRO 


430 PRINT" |MGMAR and |MGAVE installed.” 
440 PRINT 


45) PRINT" |MSAVE to save memory into second 64k." 


46) PRINT 


470 PRINT" |MSWAP to awep between teo banks.“ 


46) FRONT 


490 PROIVT CALL GArOO: |MGMAP to retrieve what is inthe second Gir 


after A reset.” 
£0) PRINT 


$10 PROVT HS: You canset (MGAP until yoo have 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


H you think your program is qood enough to be be published in Type-lns then 
Send your program on clisk or tape (not listings, we simply don't have the time 
16 type them In} with as much documentation a8 possible. Every listing pul- 
lishect will carn its author a CASH PRIZE, so get send those routines to: 


Type-[ns 


Amstrad Action 
Fututre Publishing 
4 Queen Street 


Bath BA1 1EJ 


6 Sorry, bul if you don't enclose an SAE you worl gel your taperdiak back! 
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Create woilrd and wonderful landscapes with Andy Wood's fractal 
generation program. An alien world is built up using fractal princl- 
plosapplied to general landmasses, brokendownrepoatodly Into 
smaller upper and lowland areas. The landscape is made up of an 
array of 32 by 32 elements, each holding the height of tho land- 
scape al that point. The array Is divided into four quadrants, and a 
random height is allocated to all the points within that quadrant. A 
recursive procedure breaks down each quadrant into sub quad- 
rants, modifying the values until thay can no longer be subdivided. 

Once all the calculations have been determined, a perspective 
view is generated. Hidden line removal is obtained by clover use of 
the fill command, Trees are planted to add a sense of scale. The 
aon lovel le ralsed will each viewing, gradually submerging the 
—d(landscapo, to create islands and inlets. 


(Owns) 
(Mica ) 
{Hake} 
{Gnvs) 
{Boas} 
{Oon4) 
(Meh) 
{gh} ) 
{Meir} 
[Enkp} 
{Faks) 


145 * Data & Variables 

1s * 

185 DATA 16,8,4,2,1 

160 DATA 256, 64,16, 4,1 

165 DATA 6,0,0,1,1,1)1,0 

170 ' 

175 CEFINT a-= 

180 ' 

1865 DIM p(L024) pa (4) pad), fa (32,32), pala, 2) 
190 bight ideal (1d 

195 lowkide =60 

(Oqko) 200 tidestepazi 

[Dekt} 220 ' Main control block 
[vakv} 235 GOSte 330:" 

[Glap} 245 RAMDOMIZE THE 
(Wjie) 255 Gos 440:’ 

(Bl) 260 Goeue S10: 

(ClAs} 270 eeed=(RNDTI0000) 
(Myr) 275 sesslowtide 

(ExAs} 265 WILE sea <= hightide 
(Dpin} 230 4 6GOSUR So0:* 

(Keak) 295 WED 

(Poy) 305 ERASE p:DIM pilozd) 
(fea) «0 TOs 245: 

[OvAp} 330 " Initialise 

(Kd} «S40 SYMBOL 240,4,10,20,14,27,30,59,12:' Tree 
[WLAg} 350 O8 BREAR GOsUB B70 

(ven} 355 MOOE 1 

(Cote) 260 THE 0,1:20R 1,0:INR 2,18:IMK 3,9 

(Makx} 265 PAPER 1:PEN 2:BORDER 0:CLS 

(Asks) 370 WINDOW 2,39,25,25 

(Pqaj) 375 GRAPHICS PAPER 1:GRAPHICS POH 3,1 
{Tlkx}) 395 MOVE 6,20:DRAMR 0,379: DRAMR 639, 0 
(kvkw) §=-390 DRA 0,-379: DRAMA -699,0 

(Riae} 395 ORIGIN 8,27, 8, 623,392,277 

(Mtg) «00 RESTORE 155 

(Jxka) 405 FOR fe TO 4: RAD pa (if) - eT 

(Riv) «410 POR f=0 TO 4: READ pd (f) or 

(Ajin} 415 POR fe) TO 3: READ pa(f,1),pa(f, 2): MT 
(dorm) 9420 RETORY 

(MvAs) 440 * Raise larcecane 

(MiBq) 450 CLS;PRINT“GENERATING LANDSCAPE 
(Maks) 460 co256:WHILE oo0 

{Gpku) 465 POR f= 70 1023 STEP « 
{Meua) 470 h = 6* (REDTSOR (ec) } 

[iqag) 475 FOR gad TO o-1 

(Bear) 480 p(f+g)=p(f+q) +h 

(Caag) 485 HEXT g, f:c=c/4:HEND 


INITIALISE 


CONVERT TO a ARRAY 


DRAW 3D VIEW & RAISE SEA LEVEL 


(TAPES < MONG)": 


(bean) 
(ArB4) 
(Rang) 
(CLAL) 
(Gudp)} 
(mao) 
(Laka 
(Nght) 
(Dae 
(Shae) 


(7LAn) 
(Apacs | 
ita | 
(Down | 
(Drag) 
(Tomk) 
(Maks) 
(ech 
(Bvak) 
(Deen) 
(beehor} 
(be nauj 
[Jud | 
(Prk) 
( Act} 
GE £24 
(AcE) 
(Lei) 
(Baa 
(faBi 
(aya) 
(Bg 
(Fqak} 
(7k) 
{Toko} 
{GvBk} 
(BvAp] 
{IaAp} 
{EqBs) 


{HEB} 
{FoBr} 
(WAS) 


{Caap} 
{Ling} 


[BtAn} 
(rao) 
(CaAc) 
[Aa } 
(Gri } 
[BvAs} 
(Mek) 
(Leven) 
(PiAs) 
(Cwitt } 
(Faken) 
(REAL) 





490 RETURN 

SLO * Comvart to 20 array for plotting 

520 POR pte) TO 1023 

525 tept:a=d:del 

520 FOR qed TO 4 

535 wt \pd (g) 

540 & = & HOO pé(q) 

545 amat(p2(g))*pay, 1) 

550 det (p2(g)) *palv, 2) 

535 MET g 

565 MET pt 

570 RETO 

5o0 * Draw filled 3D landscape 

60 CLs: CuG 

605 RARDOMIEZ seed 

610 PROT “SEA LEVEL :*; eon; TAB(31)°H : MEXT*: 
6L5 FOR x=30 TO 1 =l 

60 FOR yao) 1 1 Sra -1 

625 ORIGIN -x* L044 *1H4320, 08 bey 6-70 

60 e(Lj=-10:x(2)=0:x(3)210:2 (4) 20 

645 y UL) mex (Ea (etl, y) , oa) 
640 y (2) MAX (fa (#1, tl) , won) +6 
645 =v (3) WAX (fia (x, y+), oon) 
650 y (4) MAX (fa (x,y) . oon) 6 
635 GOS0B 735:' Craw ome square of land 
660 OF RA). 97 THEN GOSUB 635:’ Plant a tree 

665 IF TMEY (46) = 0 THEN 705:' [Mt] = next view 

670 MENT y,2 

690 IF sea>ohight ide 705 
695 FOR fel TO 1200): * dalay 
69) OF TMREY (45) = 0 Tee 705:" 
635 Mx f 

105 aeaqeeattidesten:' Raise aaa level 

715 FETORR 

135 ' Draw one ‘square’ of landscape 

745 TOR a= TO 4 

750 nea MOD @ +1 

755 IF a THEN DRAW x(o), y(n) ELSE MOVE x(n} .y(o),2 
760 HEAT a 

765 IF y(l)<sea OR y({3)Coeoa THEN shade=l:Gom 75 
770 IF y(2)-Geaea AND y(4)+6enea THEN shadenO:' sea 
V75 MOVE 0, fy (2) 4y(4)) /2 

730 PILL O: FILL shade 

790 FOR se) TO 4 

795 nea MOO 4 +1 

G00 IF a Tie DRAW x(n),y(o) ELSE MOVE x(n),y{o),4 
205 HEXT a 

G10 Baris 

o30 ' Plant a tree 

#40 IF shade=) THEM €60:' Dont allow floating trees! 
BdS MOVE =4, (Cy (Z)ey (4p) (2416, 2 

G50 TAG: PRINT Cans (240); 

855 TAG 

86) RETURN 

B60 * On break reset screen 

90 MOOR 2: TNR 0,1:0KR 1,26:PArER 0:FEN 1:B0RDER 1 
895 LISt 

905 EXD 


(W] = next view 








TYPE-INS 


DATA 








CREATOR 


Richard Carr of my old home town, Hull has come up with 
just the thing for budding contributors to Typeins 
andCheatMode. His data creator converts bytes in momory 
into a listing of DATA statements, along with 
a few lines of BASIC to poke the code back Into memory 
ready to run. 

Firstly load in the .BIN file you want to convert, then run 
Richard's program. Answer the questions the program asks 
| you, and a BASIC file called "DATA" will be saved. 


10 TMPUTStact address?,..",3 
20 INPUT End address?...°,@ 
30 IMPOT"Saving speed? (0/1)...", 98 
40 IF sec] AD seG0 THEN 30 
S{) SPEED WHITE = 
& 1=10 
Tl GPEROOT “data” 
BO POR a=s TO o STEP. & 
90 £3=STRS(1)4" GATA * 
100 FOR be TO 7 
110 b$=E§ (PEER (ath)): OF LEN (b$)el THEN bbe O“4hs 
120 ff=feths+", 
130 wor 
140 £5=LEPTS (£5, LEN (£5) -1) 
130 FRONTED, £5 
160 FRINT £5 
170 1e]+10:sExT 
180 af=STRS (1) +" DATA end": PRINTED, af 
190 FRINT aS 
200 121410: a$=9TR5 (1)+" acme +S (0) PRINTS, af 
{Opia} 210 PRINT aS 
(Boctt} 220 lelel0:a$egTR$(1)+" READ 
age" H1HeS (34) +"and” 4CMRS (34) 4+" 
THEN EMD": FRINTHS, af 
(Quen) 230 PRINT af 
(AtCr) 240 lal+10:a=STRS(1)+" PORE 


{FpAs} 
{OLA } 
{HiAx} 
{ClAx} 


api IF 


add, VAL ("HORS (34) 4" 6" 4CHRS (24) 4" 40§) :addeadd+]” “PRINTED, a5 
{FIAL) 250 FRIWT a$ 
(BvBr} 260 l=1410:a$=sTR$ (1) 4" Goro"ssTeg (1-20) :PROINTHS, af 
{iris} 270 PRINT a$ 
(FkAo} 280 CLOsEooT 


BOGGLE 


This mind boggling geometric delight comes once again from Andy 
Wood of Sheffield. Despite being only a few lines long, Il produces 
| an endless variety of animated patierns on screen. 464 owners 
should omit line 14 from the Hsting. 


(Maar) 
{Ouaq! 
(Bank) 
(8494) 


10 * “Boggle” 
11 ' 

va 

13 MOOR 0: BORDER 0 
(Gpaq) 1d GRAPHICS PAPER 0 
(Bwar} 15 FOR d165 TO 65000 
{Etap} 16 FOR fe) TO 15 
{atAc} 17 INK #,& 


Andy = August 
Wood = -1589 





AMSTRAD ACTION 


REXT £ 
c=(d HOD 6) +1 
a=(¢ MOD 3)*213:u=(¢ MOD 2)*200 
ORIGIN 2,u,a,at208,u, ot196 
ORIGIN a4106, o#100:CuG 
ron f=] TO 100 

DRAW feos (P48), eS (fd), (f MOD 15)+i 
HT £ 
POR x=] TO 1000 

IKE ix MOD 15)41, (z MOD 4)42 
x 
29 HET d 


{Foal} 18 
(Bpaq) 19 
(Mpa) 20 
[Deax} 21 
(Prac) 22 
[Atap) 23 
[FeBo) 24 
(Mekk) 25 
(Hskr) 26 
(7jei) 2T 
(lak) 28 
(Beaches 


SUPER 
CAT 


Peter Dalton of Scunthorpe has come to the rescue of Len Phillips, 
who wanted a routine to be able to catalogue files with more than 
elght characters in the file name (A443). Peter's program allows 35 
character descriptors to be stored ina disk file header 

After running the BASIC loader, HIMEM will be lowered to &ASFF 
and the code placed above it. The SAVE and CAT routines can be 
switched on or off as required, and a filename of up to 35 characters 
stored ready for transfer io the file header when your program Is 
sawed. 

To place some text into a file header, first load the program as 
normal, CALL &4500 to sel up the save routine. LET A$="your text”, 









then CALL &A50C,@A$. Any characters can be used, and If you type 


more than 35 then the string will be truncated. 


Now type SAVE‘filename” as normal using an eight-lotter file | | 


name. Any machine code or BASIC program can be saved. 
To check that all is well, try a normal CAT and your program will 


apear in the usual way. Now CALL &A503 to set up SUPERCAT. From | 


now on CAT will change the screen fo mode 2, each eighi-byte file 
name will be listed, followed by the exlended descriptor for thal pro- 
gram. 

Programs are loaded in the normal way, using the eight byte file- 
name, and will load regardiess of whether the SUPERCAT code is 
installed. 

To return the SAVE to normal call &A506, and for CAT call &A509. 


FIREWORKS 


of 
i ea 
z — se 


wt 


= “s ra Fr: :" : 
7 


yi 
ae Lu 
b= 





TYPE-INS 





[Peo] «= 1) MEMORY GA 

[ipey} 20) POR oR TO GSES STEP 20:t= 
fee) «= 30 POR det) TD: 15RD afcaeVR ("4 ta8] 
[Pat] 0 Getsac PORE ne) a: 

[ibk) 89-50 EAD a TP COL a) Be Oo 


SCREEN 
EFFECT 








[Lj] 0 A oT 
[Guuk} = 70 Ea 
[k| =X oD Monchester-besed David Holl hes been poking 


[Cme) = 109 DATA 3).le, a8, 03, fe,a5,c3, 31,a6,c3, 11,26, fe, O1,c2,c0,a5,c3, do, a6, 02 
[Och == VD DATA 5, FS ed, 21 ab, 12], 11,00, 94, cel, 9, bee, Je, 02, col, Oe, be, ood, 2009 
(Elo) «= 120 OTA Gaol, 06,00, 11, 00,00, 30,28, 18,02,15, 0M be, 28, fb,05,d5, 11,178 
[io = 39 DATA 09,00, 48, 06, 4, 2b, By, To, 25, TT, 10, £9, 2b, de, A107 ed, SP, 00, Le 
(ae) MAD DATA edd od 29,05, 65,05, 11, 00,00, 08, 0c, 04, Tbe, di, baad, od, Ta, 2080 
[Pecl) 150 DATA be e325, 06, fo, Te, 23, 0d, Sa, bb, 10, £9,605, od on, aS, 20,20, 06, 01,2660 
[Fote) = «69 DATA 7, 06, Ef, (db, a, 30, 2,06, Ole, Af, 18, Se, 00, 20, Oe, Se, £0, cb, 0, 2087 
[imk) = EY) DATA od, 5a, bb, 79,06, 00d, Sa, bb, 0d, oc, 25, ©, 20,20, 00,21, M1, a7, 08, 289 
(Pee) 189 DATA 23, Fe, 23,004, Sa, bb, 10, £9, cal, 00, 08,04, Oa, 00,01, dic, 19, 16, 0, 268 
ORCL DG A od be, od, Tan bed ed cd 5, Od, a 5, 72, TG 
[Oeck) = 200 DATA 6, 72,00, 9,01, To, cd, Sabb, 23, 0, 00, 20, £709, 5, 05,000, 31, a8, 2054 
[teck) 200 DATA el, fod, Be, be, 3,2, 5,505, £505, of, da, ab, 11 bb, a7, 21, 408 
(Tol) =| DATA 6, oe 0023, 00 ed, 0, Ae, £0 ed ef clo Se, be de, Be be, SS 
[Rg] =| 230) DATA 32,90, bbe, 22, 81, bo, Je, cd, 21,14, 05, 18, 06, 30,0, be, 2a, 81 be, 20d 
[Excl] «200 DATA $b, be, 22, $c, be, 9, 3a, Be, bec, da, Bd be, 32, 83, be, 22, BA be, 38,3, 2683 
| flee) «259 DATA 21,47, 5, 16,06, 30, 83, be, Ba, Bd, bee, 32, Bs, be, 22, 64, be, 08, 21, Bs 2295 
(Mece) «= 26) DATA 
be, 6,23, 34,20, 2%, 10, fb, cd, be, 00, dd, 66, 01, Te, fe, 23, 38,05, 01, L751 
tape) PP DC 29,00,19,05, 206,00, 23, 0 29, 56, eb, 10, BE be, od, 09, 08, 00, 5971 


DIRPRINT 


|| Belgian reader,lvan Fontaine of Qugrde, has sent us this rather 
useful disk catalogue program. 

Instead of unreadable serlbble on the label of the con- 
lenis of your disk, lvan's program prints out a miniture list of all 
the files, which can be glued onto the disk as a permenant 
reminder. No more excuses for lost files! 


sround with his wideo chip lately, ond came up with 
these two shortles. 
Try them! 


[Fj61)] 10 MODE 1:CLS: BORDER 15:IM— 0,1:I8K 2,7 

[Bday] 20 FOR geO TO 5:FoOR k=) TO 3 

[AoAL)] 30 PLOT 9*106+10,k*1004+50,2 

[Ftie] 40 m= 90:FOR t=1 TO 23:DRARR o,0:MOVER -ot?, 2:0-=- 
4: Morr 

[Enck] 50 =$0:MOVER -45,-80:FoR 
—ot?, 2:0=m-4:KEXT 

[Dlaw) 60 MEXT:HEXT:O0T £8000, 7:h=0:2=0 

(Bibs) 70 WHILE 2<l0:h=ht+l: IF b=39 THEN hed: cee] 

[BwSi] $0 OUT GBDO0,h:CALL 6BD19:HmD 

[Dokn) 90 INK 27, INT(RND(1)*25)+2:PoR f=1 TO 10:HExT 

[GvBk] 100 BORDER INT (RHD(1)*25)42:280:G07TO 701 


FOR tal TO 23:0RASE os, 0:sVER 


[Bei] 10 FOR t=40 TO 1 STEP-1:G0508 50:NEXT 

[Bal] 20 INK 0,RMD*25:FOR t=O TO 40:G0SUB 50:mExT 
[GuAs] 30 POR j=1 TO 1000:mExT 

[Fqgho] 40 igf=DNREYS:IF i$="" THEN 10 ELSE I 0,0:mm0 


DATA 61606F677565206120646973632C2050D 
DATA 5SB454E5445525D20746F 2070726968512 
DATA 742061206469726563746F72791F1B524 
DATA 03507265737320616E79206F 746865548 
DATA T2206RB657920746F 206570697 400004 
DATA OOOCSTES61LTA2Z069TS207TI 6652074491 
DATA 69746C65206F72206E616D65206F 66565 
DATA 20796F757220646973632028707265541 
DATA 73 73205R454E5445525D206966206ER459 
DATA 6F6E6529203A3F200A0D000820080026n 
DATA 1F70103001833101B5331150F001B541B9 
DATA 31171837003E3E3670505245535320317 
DATA 414E592046455920544F20434F4E54408 
DATA 49465545203C3C3C00202020596F753A2 
DATA 7220707276965 746572206973682 774593 
DATA 207A6561.64792021 0 UNODOOCDOCHBAIC 
DATA COO6REFSF1FEZ0CAGSALFEODCATEALSSA 
DATA CSCOTBAL?T113A1COIBAOCDOGRECIO0TSD 
DATA AOLLOOSOCISERC?T1IBSAOCCDIBACCDSITAT | 
DATA BEZ146A2CDOCRBFETRCADCALT723FEGAE | 
DATA ODCDSABB20EFCDS4ER2 1FFA0CD1LBA0SS2 | 
DATA CD7SA1LC333A2COFFA12146A2CD1BA087C 
DATA 2146A20646360023 LOFR?7103A1CD158466 


(IsBj} 2 ‘! DIRPRIWT V42 (DELUXE !!!) by '! 
(Fmat} 3 "! Ivan Fontaine ' 
(OwAu} 4 "! Hesa loader " 
(FtOo}) 40 MEMORY 68FFF:1n=100:DEFINT a-c: FOR add= 
BAOO0 TO GA246 STEP 15:READ codes 
{Hmc4} 50 chk=0: FOR ce TO 14: veVAL("e"+MIDS 
{eode$, c®2#+1,2)): PORE add+c,¥ 
{exCv} 60 chk=echk+v:HEXT: IF cheSVAL ("6"+ 
RIGHTS (coda$,3)) THEN PRINT’ Typing mi 
take in line: *;ln: END 
70 Ln=1n+10: EXT 
80 IHPOT'Do you want mnall characters 
(¥/M)*;a$:IF UPPERS (a$)="H" THEN For 
C=4A102 TO GALOF:POKE c,0:NEXT 
90 INPUT’ Save file or Pan (5/R)"; a5: 
aS@0PPERS (aS): IF a$="S" THEN 


SAVE" DIRPRINT”,6, GA000, 247 iF 
a$="R” THEN CALL 6£A000 ELSE GOTO 90 


1606 
110 
120 
130 
140 
150 
160 


DATA 2125, 0CD1LBAOOGSOSESACDSABBD1OFS687 
DATA 210401111950CD66BB5C356A1 7EFEOOSCa 
DATA CSCDSABESILSF604021F1 S011 8202D47R 
DATA 2044495250524 94E542056342E 3220386 
DATA 20206279204976616E20460F4E544146E 
DATA 494E45202D20191F06025052455353315 
DATA 205B53504143455D207T46F 206361 7449F 


DATA AOSEOLCDOUEBOCD7#A1210CA1CD1BA0GR2 
DATA COFFALSE02COUEBCCI00A00G46CSTETIG 
DATA FEFF291036002BE521FRA0CDIBADELTAD 
DATA CLIOECLEO6C12318003E0SCD5ARB1 6516 
DATA BRP IDIBD1L LGA 01LOSOURDBOZ1Z1LAZ5A0 
DATA LIDSEDO1LO300RDBO21 26A21171A201506 
DATA O300EDBOCSCIZBAZOON000000000003F9 


DATA COZEBD3SFBRC331EDCDZERDCHZERDO2EDE | 


DATA AAAI2135A1COLBAOCIGCALFFOOOO00GS9 





| AMSTRAD ACTION \73 


MICROG -ENIC 
SYSTEMS 


AT LAST THE HOME COMPUTER ENTHUSIAST CAN HAVE PROFESSIONAL HICH 
QUALITY ACCESSORIES FOR ALL CPC COMPUTERS ; 
Ores Prog erreet 6 fot fomiy about which brid of EPROMa yoo buy. it procams them all! Bary to use mann dined 
petrware Wines St faerie on AGM, tho TF ecko an _— pects! faatures and you beve a predoesienal cat 
Cre 
fun papomes ot 0 socket BC had alec Sas a bot of featores and mete es Heard menkches os press thy lsdewisg betas: 
© Faery bank switching 0-7 ta a-15 
* Fost ROM seloction 
* Canvenionl boant enabie‘disabile 
+ Lefal computer hardware resect 
This Bo-eompromie ROM beard only costs foe 
Hoth peodects ue the litert bechinaloagy biph quality components and can be left eafoby and 
PATmnensly connected bo year GIRS, waite thea buch in fow-through connector 
AcTcUCOn ASE io coeplemont oar oampubot eyatom:: 
EPROM ERASER C2200 (CH TIMER Gay .60 
EPROMS 27064 £6.08 270120 £5 o5 
EPROM ANTI STATIC BOX £2.50 


PRP uK FR ge ite =e ANT WHERE EL SE 2 
a | Th | Bas nA Bay a | 


MICR( OE NIC: SYSTEMS ie 


STRATEGY SOFTWARE 


Strategy ' games for ihe Ametrad CPC 


THE FINAL GOAMF LIST - te gene @ a oortke betes Nes od 
hero plye? of elee apeitet the Ganges, 25 afherect coated fected, Greet 160 ervis, etary. comps 
paate, wmoued, ches helicopters, dferend sirengitu. eflects Sunol. ty A. CPL oie, citigoes 
EASE, cits producton ktews. Whore of roan meoterd game inet: bor aetesicn, meee aces, TE Skee de id 
Tk 
128  Gomel arategy 5 ah He ey Pe By ee Pe 4 eee Cptanre mre Gay 

purer. sedi pares, langue progres, heeds, Gopi, Ge Po Gearon lee Late eck 

An gare gate 10) dilerees amr china FA. Gam, Lingur Cup, Eurepeat Cass RPA Con. Ce 
cw 2 flees, BS Engieah chutes, 60 Cus * oie, Fa Cup Lege Cup Puropeen Coup. QE PA an, Coup 
Winners Cap Gun mych mong Paper STAAL AC TOM July BR (Pe ae ep, oe Se ep) 
UGA Pa Ce So er ee Te Dee bate of WWE in wrncr he Cepv aa fad ts beet Pee Saovept 
a io athena era oho of ery Fr eer The ator are tera b Sf are mee Tae ee The ae 
feet a whe ne ery, ae, Ge, eer bere Were ple CEM aor Bl eae offer cleo 
On Than On bd BUD Ge Pope. pros and tee Te ote of fhe gee @ Ip cep ee keany Cad 
Of degboy Gren ut. Ales ive pie Sud frech more 


O° TARE HIRE CLUB . we fire coe op cote Pies cf stategy and semuistes gases for Ine Amerie CAC 
Sere! & leege SAC fo! Seria Cee et es br rpm ee ee 


heques or Postal orders Payable to STRATE G¥ SOFTWARE 
Send ta « STRATEGY SOFTWARE, 3? Albert Street, Seaham, Co Durham SAT TL. 


"DISCBASE 


The only fost diac-file organizer for CPC machines... 
"99%. of disc users will find DISCBASE indispensable” AA Ape #6 


DISCBASE is a specialised database for keeping track of your 
disc collection and the files on them, 


To build up your database, simply insert each of your discs in turn 
and the program automatically reads them. Then you can search to 
find any file in UNDER 1 SECOND ! 

*® Flick through discs as CATS * Comprehensive file and disc lists 
* Automatic disc update * Hard copy of lists or CATs 


Arp £11.95. P&P UK free, please add £1 tor Europe, £2 tor Plast of World 


GREYHOUND SOFTWARE (AA) 
Kennel Cott, Hockley Lane, Wingerworth, CHESTERFIELD S42 600 
Telephone enquiries: 0246 2952733 Mon-Sat 6pm-fon 


Designed by 
Experienced Teachers 
For use in School and Home 


Wide range of programs. 
For AMSTHAD CPC - PCW -PC1S12 
- ATARI ST - SPECTRUM «3 


CASSETTE £9.50 per set 
DISC £12.50 per sat 
Send SAE for List. Stating Amstrad 
madel and child's aga. 


ARC (ACT11), 51 Coniston Crescent, HUMBERSTON, 
SOUTH HUMBERSIDE DN36 4BA. (0472) 812226" 


Ta a ae ee ee Pe ee 


|THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 


@® MASSIVE DATABAS: Poolwinre: isa eophisteated Pools 
predietion aici. Tl comes complete with the largedt daiakaso 
arailable — 22000 meiches over 10 pears, 
PREDICTS Not pt SOCORDDRAWS, bw AWATS, HOMES 
amd NO SCORES, 
SUCCESSFUL SELEO Quatanies that Poolewanner partorme 
significantly better than chance, 
ADAPTABLE Probabdsties are given on gyery ficture - 
Chote 46 Many solectona as you need for your bet The 
presse prediction formula cam be aol by ike uses — you can fad ae, = 
— develop and tot your own unique method. = 
TIMPLEDATACHTRY Allseam nace arom ite prem Senpdy ape i the reference 
ramibers from the eoreen Cn ue POON to prodhoce farure beer ectocraticcally (ett bec | 
® LEAGUE AXD AD Eegled end Goornet Leegur tere are mepporied, 


PON LEAGTE 
= ard alec the mon-leroe mice oer oe! on pecs Oooo 


o PRINTER SUPPORT Pel herd copy prewice of data df poo have « printer 
PRICE £24.00 (all inclusive) 


1 . AT LAST: No mere mrugeling Sor be borate to get chs 
> FIXGEN 89/90 Smsmosssases hae 
| PCw gar creed wr al gets ated Seer Lem cw 
Exrurees foo [OS Sergiy type in the chek aed the fall tomas Mae ie Geer! 
encore Pally compatable wth bf osarwinrer. Tear wpsieies aradabse 
eae rhea 


V3 v3 Vieanbesied by axpens 
diptmgngle oa | 
t PROGRAM and and coc amonal purcere 


atone | 
CHESHIRE SKS 4DP. # 061-428 7425 | 


Cael dsr Het sa ena ee i 


aa oPC abs MP? Modulator. cy Sw No Monaor 


Ametred CMD6 128 Green win Joystick A Sofware. 
Amstrad CPO6 1.28 Colour with Joystick & Software. 
MP2 Wdoduisine Power Supply - CECA 28 
OOd-1 tat 3° Drive Inc, iniertess & Gabe - CACAG .., 
PO-4 2nd 3° Drive - CPs (61 28's3 Alo Reg DL-2) 


| OF-2 Cable - FD-1 ip CRO 12843_ a ae 
) RDS 2nd 625" ir rd rec: Pondos Eorom SAY - Cee Ry EE ok. 

] Ametrad ASZ32 iniertace nc. Comer SW. CRC. 

) PL Lead. Printer Gecirancs Parade! - CPG! otaZA.,.. 


Say LC1O Paratel FAT MLO Printer (Pegs. PLi Lead) 
SA81FN Ribbon - Star LOT... Ea 
Fortune Supersim Cassetie’Pragram Recorder - CPC. 


| MCL115 Lead, Cassote Recordi to CPC (ilacks-Dinj__ 
) RAMADK Tronics 64k Fier Expannion - CPCadaed 


RAMOS Troncs 256k Rae Expareon - CPCA6ie 


| RAW OK Tronics 355k Ram Expansion - CPGAI2E . 


raed 10101 P0813 Priethesd - DMs 3000 Ser Eur 


| Aatrad 1TOOOTE Keyboard Assy (2770102)-064 Ser Exe. 
| Arratrad 17O0OTC Keyboard Agsy (2701007021 1)-sthe Sor Exe 


Sian tor wich products and ences 3x 1Bp slaps] 


‘Blank Dises & Software 
)) Armor Saal trials Panacea” » CPO 2 Pow 
| Dt Mind ehoe 2 OP (Tapeh. Br De = 
) Oetabese Mini Othos 2 CAC (each 

) Tacword 204 (Word Proomteor) - CPCdee 


Amot 3° Dace OGALL SY Orbe. Be 10 


0 Mauell 3° Degce DSALL 3° Ceres : : Box 16 


Verbatin 3.5" D400 135e5) Bul: Diese Co Labels _. sod PD 
Verbatim 5.25" DSO 4080T Bulk Diece CAV Labels ves Pel cS 


) Amstrad Amecace Library Case holds 10 3 
y AMS 301. rer Box Molde 15 Cased X0) Uircanted J” 1 MEW | 


ANG) 5 Day £10.35 Next Dey £13.00 CoD. C290, Adan LK pos! cfg. C8 99 per 20kg 2800 
gg solar nr AS patties putpect to .our Trade Tanne of Tracing 
WAVE. (Trade Dept. AA 1169 

Walney Audio Visual & Electrical Dist 
1 Buccleuch Street, Barrow-in-Furness, Labo LAT 1SR 
Tel: 0228-87000 (6 lines) Hours: Mon - Fri 10.00-5.00 
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__ Here comes TRENTON WEBI 3B with anothe rlut ch of your cheatin’ tactics! 











































The name's Wong, Mika Wong, Licenced to Poke. That's just what he's done with = 
Domark's Bond Epic Licence To Kill. You get everything from Immortality to Infinite 
anergy depending on the stage. Disk, 


1 "Licence To Kill - Disk 
2 “by Mike Wong 

3 ‘Amstrad Action Nov 89 earular 
10 MODE 2:MEMORY ciFrr 7 ! | Ash e ser a. 4 me disk it nite to th a drive 
20 FOR n=68200 TO 68233 Aan “Disk” 

30 READ a$:a=VAL("6"+83) | | ETIT 1Sless | | a 
40 PORE n,a:ccta: Heo . | i | Serine thet 26010" with ‘END 
50 IF cOS854 THEN 170 , ih | Taegrti’ § | 
70 CALL GHRIB: CALL GhZ1E 
80 DATA 30,87, 32,¢5,e6,af 
) DATA 32, £4,041, 32,0¢,¢7 
100 DATA 32,f0,ab, 32, /e,dd 
110 DATA 32, 02,da,32,44,d£ 
120 DATA 32, Td,e4, 03, 40,00 
13) DATA 21,00,80,05,11,00 
id} DATA 00,0e,41,d%,31, 92 
250 DATA 21,00,82,22,1£,81 
160 DATA 29, 3c, cO, 07,00, 00 
170 PROWT’Error...” @ 
Beat the clock in all four adventures of the | 
Thunderbirds. This poke from Graham | 
Smith of Somerset stops the timer dead in 
ite tracks. You'll never feel like a puppet on 
nes a aru 


3 | 24 )D 

oa “hh | 

HT «a MPhistfad Action Nov £9 

| 10 FOR J=0 TO 77:READ af 
, 20 x2VAL("6"408) syaytx 
| 30 PORE 4499, =:NET j 
40 IF 36185 Goro 160 
50 MOQE 1:PRIMInsert *; 
FRINI game disc then * 
70 PRINT press any key” 
BO CALL 473996:CALL 100 


































90 Goro SO The Aes for levels 1-8 ‘of Virgin Games 
100 PRINT’DATA ERROR brilliant bug shoot-em-up are: 

110 DATA 64,21, 63,00, od, dd 

120 DATA be, 79, 22, 60,00, 32 THESTART 


130 DATA 62,00,21,00,01,11 ogres , 

140 DATA 00,00, Oe, 41,df, 60 EYEPLANT 

150 DATA 00,21, 85,00, 22,86 WHATWALL 

160 DATA 01,¢3,00,01,21,¢1 GOODNITE 

170 DATA 01,36,c3,23, 36, 92 SKULLDUG 

160 DATA _ ae ae 18, tee BIGMOUTH 

190 DATA 31, 6e, Ta, fe, 71,28 : 

200 DATA 11,71,e5,5f, fe, fe CREEPISH sp OT het ba ee 
210 DATA 28,0a,21,af, 57, fe i ite? Le pee |) 





220 DATA OL, 28,03,21,25,57 


iN S 
230 DATA 36,¢5,73,05,01,2e0 @ AMS aaa ACTIO |75 


















little list, ypu 
16 e's aload | 














A pojfmifor tl hale | 
qquy : yc Bo inte ih 
| t la ta 


by Phil) Howard" 


i Ba iman/ apoE AeA 
. rae { 
























1 Here's aopoke forinfinite lives 6 PORE Gnd, ERE 




















2 Hew On Elite's Rave game. UsbeTapea- [TR FOR ned TO 19: RRAD) af 
3) a Clagsig-Collection Method 1, bg POKE, gBEMwHn, VAL (6 +03) 
ip i A 21698, lo, 36,28,03, a3, a1 of NEXT 
DATA 21fad, 22, 36,03, 21, 40, 20 1g CALL & 7D 
a DAT TA 11, 40, 8, PL, £2, ed, oe Lot Thondercste <= tape L1G: DATA. 65,2) 20/08, 22.53,78 
" PDATA 21,40, 08,05, 21, @0, bb, a5 Day GBs 










La OTN 4 ets oo, Gee 







» bE, a5 2. R Clageio Collection | ry 
rh , bl ol | t ‘ : ane let CP RECT" | * 
| 1 ™ | 2 Mewony 47cr iy xf 


ap CLOSEOUT 
#.LOADtcake" 
ot PORE (GG, : 


IATA 21,202,081, Zoeller 
fe (TA 21,6b, 282,05 sib ‘A, 
Tee ag, bl, f3, 
| 


fa i 
K ee ced 20 ety 
ma “ 
of ‘On wehbe to chal 
1 

























AmSots tdie Dul gokue- gets Tit CALL &oeis 


| hacked: Tape Method: G8 PORE cAS38,0:' STOP Elm 
O08) PORE GAS30/@:' MISSILES 

1" Barriar Attack = Espo if! PORE GCAGCE, 2: INF MIs- 

) 2°) Edward John Raid SILES 

| 3 AA Classic Collection Lig PORE. sASC,@:'- BOMBS « 
ig MOgE 1 FUEL 

|) 2 MEMORE aPEr | i) CALL aoll® 

a2 LOCKTE: 15, ip:PRint re 


“PLEASE WATE" 
4 LOCKE 15, to PRET. "Loan 
a Dae 











‘OF THE F UU as 


The greatest of all Space 
Heroes Gels a Mead Sart Wilh 
this poke from yesteryear. 


| It's entered using Method 1 


= ———--—-~—-_— 


| and Ves YOu Infinite hives 


but will only work on site A 
of the tape. Tape Method 1 


1" Dan Dare - tape 

2 " by Patrick Connolly 
3° AA Classic Collection 
10 DATA 21, 40,00, 11,00,10 
20 DATA 30,16, od, 01,be,c3 
30, DATA 40,00, 30,69, 32, 58 
40 DATA 7o,c9, 18,28 







50 FOR a=sbdz3 to abcd 
60 READ a5 

70. PORE. =, VAL("4"+a5} 
G0 REXT 

90 CALL edits © 


Commando 


This little baby gives you 255 lives and, 
| unusually, works on both Tape Method 1 


and disk! 


1 * Commands - tepe or disk 
i * Amstrad Action Feb 62 


| 10 MEMORY GSarr 


20 nga" 

30 2°TAPE OR DISK VERSION 
(T/D)" 

40 aS=UPPERS (INKEY$) 

0 IF a$="0" THEN ng="coml” 


60 IF ag=°T" THEN nf="comman | 


de” 
70 IF nd="" THEN GoTo 4% 


| @0 LOAD -$, £500 


) FOR anf5000 to e312 
100 READ b: PORE a,b 

110 BET 

if) PORE £5C33, C3: POeE 


5c34,0 

130 PORE £5035, 690 

140 CALL cSOm 

150 DATA 205, 122,188,175, 50, 
15, 78 

160 DATA 76,6, 6,353,539, 7,115, 
35,16 

170 DATA 252,195,54,92 @ 








That mole is back yet again, but if you use this poke he gets lots of ives. Tape Method 1 


il" Monty on the run - tape 
2 * by Phil foward 

3 * RA Clagete Collection 
LO DATA Sl, Bo, $0, 36,67,c3 
20 DATA 09, G2, 21, >, 42 
DATA 36,63, 23,36, 07,23 


| 40 GREE 26,03, 21,40, 00 


~) OATA 05,21, 89, 03,65, c3 


| 60 DATA 40,42,65,21,56 


70 DATA 02, 36,0501, £1, 23, cP 
POR seize? TO £310 

#) READ aS 

i100 PORE x, VAL ("6 "+05) 

110 HEAT 

Lit) MEMGerr £2000 

130 LoD “menty on the ron” 
140 CALL £2fl © 





CHEA er MODE E 
Pee = 





Infinite 
stamina, ammo 
and keys for the classic jackboot simulator Into 


the Eagle's Nest. Disk. 























1g ' Into the Eagles Hest - disk 
20° by Julian Page 

a8 * AA Classic Collection 

49 TOR x=tBFQo TO cardia 

53 READ z3 

GS 22VAL("é"+25) 

76 PORE x,1 

62 WEXT x 

of CALL ¢Brie 

18 DATA 21,48, bf, od, d4,be, 79, 22 
118 DATA 41,bf,32, 43, bf, 21,208,@1 
128 DATA le, 02,16, 003,06, 41, af, 41 
138 DATA bf, 21,22, 6f,22,684,81,¢c3 
148 DATA 22,21, 3e,c3, 32, dd, a8, 21 
158 DATA 38, bf,22,d5,48,c3, 28, a2 
168 DATA 21,00, 20,22, 28,25, af, 32 
178 DATA 92,0, 32,a2,19,c3, 28,91 
183 DATA #4 © 


a 


infinite lives and it allows yQRto start m ahy 
cave from A to M on lgmgis f 2? sed 3Tape 
Method 1. | 


_— * Bouldecdasti tape 
r i | dA clagmic Bal leet ion 


4d READ a} 

5a BORE te a 

63 EET 

78 PRINT Insect Tape rh press. play" 
BP CALL somae 

oF DRTA 2) gop, 11, 252 

123 DATA SE) 87, Co, Aly, AF 

112 (DATA. 32 Ge, 18) 32,81, 18 

120 DATA’ 32, 82, 15, 3c, 32; 54 

132 DATA 19, 32, 74, 19,C3;52 


148 DATA IF @ 
i _ 
at ™ 
é ‘ 5 
yo Li you eve TANS, keeps 
sending ¥ Ou tO the / 
grave, why Ve ih drop iE 


- = 7 y = 
Fs line and gceman a a 


TO »d poking? Wi rite to: 


mile 


| vant A O01 FO! Whe 7, 
iA A 
AA, 4 Quee iN of, | Bath 
At ao 
DAL Lia. 
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AMSTRAD ACTION (|77 


runiieyee| GREAT STRATEGY GAMES 
_.! Asuperb range of Football & Cricket games 
for the Spectrum, Commodore & Amstrad 
From Challenge Software (formerly E & J Software) 


TREBLE CHAMPIONS €9-95 Spec 44/128 : Com 64/128: Ams CPC 
A STUNNINGLY REALISTIC FOOTBALL STRATEGY GAME -(Can you Win Tht Lesgus, The FA Cupd The 
League Gop: 4 Oivione of 2 Tea < 1 fev, 20 hos League Tears - Detals off 1800 Paapars = Rsults 
& Leagues ALL Orta - Leaque-Cupoeits te] ded Rinks «Seranats-cver 2 Legs - Fk Cap ineiodes ton League 
- Teale Muto bury ANY PLAYER ANY DOVEOM - 3 Saal Levert Start ANY Qader - SAVE GAME - Tene 
Maragerient- Fiitved - 2 in-Moich Subs - Coacing + Fines Training -PLUS MUCH MORE. 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS £395 Spec 48/128 : Ams CPC 
THE INTERAATIONAL CHALLENGE OF THE EUROPEAN ATIONS CUB Gocwhn Hakors Gap Format wth 
full Random Craw of 32 Seeded Teams - Fiduee Lis, Reauhs and League Tabled of ALL 8 Groups -Dicipine & 
Medica Aopats - Squad of 22 Players plus Other Pyors - 17 Month linerary of Qualfying Group, (Amange 
Prondiies] afd Finals - Pie. gage more Saperb Feature eg. and Opions, EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS inetd EA Se 
MATCH PLAY SYSTEM whic copies al the ACTION, DRAMAS TERSION of leernatonal Footed, 


| WORLD CHAMPIONS £7:95 Spec 49/128 : Com 64/128 : Ams CPC 
| ACCOMPLETE WORLD CUP SIMULATION - Saiset Feterdles . 25 Players - Quatying Group 2 it Mach Sube 

- Dacpine Tatle - Select Tow Opponents - Extra Time - fing! Rounds - Pixyers Gain Experience - 7 Soil Levels 
| - TEXT MATCH SMULATION induding:- Qookinga, Goal Times, Named & Aiaconded Goal Scorers, Injury Tima, 
Comers, Froe Kicks, Maich Glock, Penal PLUS many moo Foatures, 


CRICKET MASTER £8:95 Spec 46/128 :Com 64126 : Ams CPC 
ASUPERS SIMULATION OF OE DAY INTERNATIONALICOUNTY CRICKET - Woathor, Wicket £ Outfield 
Condilions: Blsting 4 Bewing Tactics- Team Selection - Fast, Madiur.3 Spin Bowlers: 4 Types of Bateman: Salect 
Fata Lisscue - 5 Shall Levelt « Wides - Eyed - Mo Bal - Phun eat ~ etal ~ - rapped Catches - Shorsbeaand - Banting 
§ Bowling Anaiyit-Runate- Gate Speedy STAR FEATURE gcomolte MATCH OVERVEW 
showing Gall by Ball Acton and Commentary and MUCH MOREL 


TEST MASTER £8-95 Spec 48/129 : Ams CPC 

A COMPREHENSIVE SMULATION OF AS OAY TEST MATCH - induces mol of the Feats ol GAICKET 
MASTER and MATCH OVERVIEW plus Oudaratons » Kightvatchinen - Light baner - Rain Stops Play - Varying 
hamibet of Ovi pat Day -Folow On: Save Gamé- heer Ball - Gad Light inlenaptoa- TEST MASTER isa Troe 
repraseniaton of a Completa Test Mach and offend fe ULTIMATE CHALLENGE & Al Cricket Enfvslask. 


Above games avaliable on disc @ Pius £400 Spiel babe PER GAME 
( Tretia Champions not gvalehle on die lor Commecinw 64728) 
ALL GAMES ore weaiatle by MAL ORDER fer MMEDIATE despatch Oy sf 
class poet und diode Fat ieaructatd. Steep fic Moctine & Tage a Dae, 
jAdd 500 par Guntty atide UK of £750 par Ghamig for AIRMAIL aside Euenace, 
Papen! in Pounds Herding Onhy 


amare Siri a 





20 Grove Avenue 
New Costessey 
Norwich 
Norfolk NES OHN 
England 


WSet o LYS (1.0) 


The RS& library utility 


a ha fs RAs Disappointingly Impractical 
dont have tha machine code know-how ta tum machine cade 


routines Indo RSXs7 = ‘You find it pointuly time-consuming fo change the names 
| of your RSX commends? = Vou oe forced to use wosteluly bog Mes of Foks. 
olen I ou con't wont fio ue them of? a Viour files hove fo be iociect of a 
ee OSes in memory to work? @ Vii hone probdenns with 2 or noes tikes ol 
requiring the some area of menor? = You find if difficult to keep hock of Cand 
Lae) Your RSX3, a9 they ore spread ocrosi many ciiferent Aedjdscs? 


| REX CIF Alors you to use RAS Quickly, Simply and Eiecevely 
| a REX-UE shores The machine code routines (ho be nun by your REX 
commands) on aise ond holds information about them in is ibrary. * Wiren you 
worl [oO uid Lone RSXs. Se6eC) The Ont you require from the lintery fot the touch 
Ono fen Getto). ond RGR will Gata on RSX file cried sore Bt fo cit rece Fee 
ine (oulonobcatyy! & The Aix fe produced con be boded ond nun onward 
In ienvory, ovireg you fobol fhexiility - RSX4UB octually secrchad your machina 
code for anything that could couse probierns. and chomges if (automatically) at 
run-time fo ut The current mamor locohon. & Yau can change ihe Pax 
Command names easly ond quickly IPyou nead to betore Bulging thre Rox file, = 
You Oon Lae your exiting meching code routines (and magazine type-ins, etc) 
with RSX-UG te nun them os Roxs, * RSX-U6 wil even do its bes! fo pick out the 
mmoching coce routines from existing REX Mes for use with RSX-UB in the sone 


A Complete RSX Management System. 

* A gimMpketo-use Uilty wih comorenensive (ond fieandty) manual. & No 
machine code expeartse required, & Everything b done af Ihe touch of a few 
buttons, and is os useful to the movies as to ihe expenenced programmer & Tre 
manic inchades na soeecticoateons for the Se REE supied, and there LECTINS 


(© Sieing), B or UK PO's ior 
£19.95 (UNL bars Be (Bere. E7125 (Rast of Mile) 
Parah’s to "“Seegnere Spiess" pease, 


Suitable for all CPC machines, 
but supped on DISC ONLY 







































MULTI-TRACK STEP TIME MIDI SEQUENCER 


Compas ond Aronge your owt sora and save al song dota té dks, 
Ploy up to 8 difftern! Vokes ond 4 Porcusslon sounds sinultaneausy each with 
odjustable Valuer and full 7 ochave nota fange, Voices oon Bet modiied with 
Sustain ord Vibtaic. 
Powertul Step The bditor with up to 9? Pathecns ond 256 bor sang meno. Notes 
moy 66 aviered moanvoly cr fom o Synth keyboard. Potten can ee 
ond Tharesoied. och patie con hove different Tempo and Beotjbar Trocks 
oon be ogee to ory WO Channa o¢ muted. MIDI clock is troramitted to syne 
Sule Goce. 
Rune on CPt (with disc dive) CPCsdd ond CROCSI26. Werke with RAM, DRCP 
end EMe MID Interioces. Orwes ony MID1 Synth onder Grumn Machine inckacking 
fhe kobe? WUNierione Syritig 

* Abs insted li a MIDI Sang Linker ond 14 songs to demoralrate Ihi partonnance. 


Arméinad CAS die: £95 inc VAT PRP 
] Send Cheques to: Foundation Software, | Brookhoure Rood, Cove, 
Fomborough, Hants. GU14 ODP, Tel (0252) 543945 (otter Som) 


ASTROLOGY for beginners [2 


j/ Teach yourself astrology using your Amstrad 
Buy a Starter pack comprising a simple program b | 
horoscope, an introductory booklet and 2 sell-teaching programs | it 
| ( how to interpret the horoscope ). | 
ONLY £12.50 No previous knowledge required 
For ALL Amatrads (CPC, PCW, PC, PPC) 
Payment by Access / Visa, Cheque, BO. Please stale make of 
comptiter or send s.a.e (about $°x7") for free cateleque gluing 
detalis of our wide range of programs for 
PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS 
inctuding complete natal interpretations and. forcoastingy. 


Also l CHING, GRAPHOLOGY, BIORHTHYMS, etc. 


ASTROLCALC 
(Dept A/A) 67 Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 SER epeand, Tel: 0442 pBIED? 


A & A (ANY & ALL) 
f= COMPUTERS 
# FREE 2 YES G1) FROPLE WHO KNOW WHERE eae + FREE #1 LOADSAGEAR FROM 
ict. FREE MODGLATOR, POFSTICH & LOADEAGAMES WITH O125 & COLOUR MONITOR 


Free Sheet Feeders worth © ov ton * with Amairad PW 5612's 
Free #Portahhee telephories beorth 00 said) with PP 
Free Ligiigun & Games ‘Dos Speckled: Drums" 


Arnie SOO with Nearly 0c * “Schaar of gies ha Bis er Soe oe Hartharian, 


Jkt Warriors ote, ober, a OT acparate dl 
“2 thany Wa a wilh oo me Weel worth aver “A ibs *, Jaystlck, ant ote ¢ Akenotd 
Precessor, § in ce ig ete, etc, | NOT 
NOT GK) NOT S00, NOT 400, NOt loo HET 285 Ghaid. [spel “Guid” reghe as well 


Acorn. rad PC, & those fu thins supposed to have 
a mason ik Han & vist rae by Author Mika, 


boned follow si for Be imHtiuciions to the etter ue het oe 
roc) to be marked “KEEP YOUR 
SICK SWEET-HEART) 


Ve dizcounl entry: “ine 
who recently mak cor fabs j 
GOOLKAM HANDS OF OFFA 


Does mhastte Gnllallens af the ree] 


* 
ave Miowell & Aun veal discks. No hen 
; te ' pinese in the drive Wie discks. ‘These are 
( Leev're ch 


We leap 
thin ay ead Muley GF ce dhont sell Weuriah, | 
e ¥ he in (att sane: [Br shige AScour 
Print Amstrad, 54 Seni he } Gun bye red NEC 
nicer Taira, Ar. oahy wen CHEE era: wise, on 
anny ae Amstrad, Siar, Setkosh a. fit C1ibsen, Epaon, Star, DASA 
a net waste apace). Loacdsagame 
fd hes. poroctomer, | wats be ee roars, DEY JONES deed rath Mey ervey . 
slat oad arin oa acy ode ae eee: 


BATH TH qi ce ey 
SMH Naima Ley SOoccER 
NEW ZEALAND STO sae r 
RICK DANGEROUS fa 


OBOCOP 
PURPLE SATURN DAY 
PROTEXT 
“GONE FISHING” 
Loads am loads ov urevers feet onbr if they're good ceoughd (Takeo look at SPECIAL ACTION by 
Qoean). Weill Uhat's it for another Moeth. | just want to say thank Up all ef the  peeete who 
helped keep ime cut of “Debtors Cert” Helle Mr& Mrs Holland of al & Kart with a GU23 & 
Kamara ky L100 fice sale folks}, whe tives in E on. Girméngham te mene brut a few. (More 
pred Morlh People). Finally: We bewe proven that sie business style works. So thanks for the 
ah wou hritw where we are. ron ard FS: THE FIRST 6 PEOPLE [PLACING 
WHO CAN TELL ME WHAT BYTE [S CALLED WILL RECIEVE A FREE 
GAME, Glue; BEGINS WITH HN, ENDS WITH E & HAS BB EY THE MIDDLE. Tiebreaker, CPC 
slands for Colour Personal Computer, but what docs Alan Michael Sugar TRAD ng abrevizie to? 
UNITS 20-38, Telford industrial Centre, Stafford Park 4, Telford, 
Shropshire TFS 3BA. TF roqs9) 90547 FAX: (0050) 290752 





pcaieiban er Jenkine a come up ith : 








ae 





To find ag 





jet go to-the 


ada — and the-7 





} planet - in this case 6 


As yo progress up the ratthig table, ! : 


Fuedal planets are happy hunting grounds, 
and those sun scooping skills come in really 


handy when you need to power up for a fast 
getaway. 


@ ELITE ROSTER 


0794 670633 


Home Planet, Isoned (galaxy / 
two), Motto You n0 Yonger haat 


a problem!" 


My ship's name Titanic, have 
people name their ships! 


® Commander Cameron 
auting: aesgocans (Digtive) 
0224 826299 

What do I do with this doaking 
device | picked up from a furry- 
into near Leonan! in Galaxy 
three? 


Hon? 


Je eos up with “cial 
| < ; wil you're law-abiding space trader you don't 
ch gel? — : Oatunaiter _-Want.1o-start blasting pirates only to 


: osteo 
sient F find bey A ly actor ah Eb 





® Commander Scott 
0241 T7918 : 
is theré-any way to predict or 
prevent 8 pirate—atteck when 
you dock at a Coralis Space sta- 


© Commimntorinats.: 
Rating: Unknown - 
Alias: V Hawke 





Oi all things in Elite, some of the most cru- 
are those of target identification. 


forward gun sight. Speed up, and with luck 
Pou can get on their tail and pop off shots in 
relative safety. 
This method is the most effective against 
ale 50 Imanoeuvrabie. 
/ ship. Missiles, energy bombs and ECMs will 
, Rave no effect so don't waste valuable firepow- 
er and time. When the mothership is little more 
». fwel scoops, it's cash and it's free! 
L ‘| When using an ECM to trash missiles wait 
«, Chance to get three at once. 
ti 1 The golden rule of combat when all's said 
a r\. and done is to make sure you have got a mice 
“4 litte place you can hyperspace off to when the 


“ELITE: THE ROAD TO GLORY 
A large number of new Comme Have Wwitten to the EPC enquiring how exactly you | 
progress up the ratings ladder. Arghar as Wage gent us communique outlining his path to | 
. Hie key to higher rating. He estimates that 





a that 









| ce peaecd pe ee message, depending upon the type of 


craft demroyed a8 pol Aaa 


Deadly commands sand arch: 
i ilmmegen iad ad you are 


® ELITE ROSTER @ ELITE ROSTER @ 


Furston. Milton Ke 


® Archangel Jenkins 

Rating: Elite 
Alias: Bill Jenkins 
Cramlington, Northumberland. 
0670736155 


@ Archangel Savage 
Rating: Elite 

Alias: Alasdair Allan 
18 Henot Ave. 
Kilbrine, Ayrshire. 


an! I ® Archangel Gabriel, 

‘gee’ Rating: Deadly _. 
a | _ Alias: J Phillips 
Pershore; Worcs, 


—Jo906 569468 — 
= | Shireen sant ” Mission 


ki 
| Cm 


i 


AMSTRAD ACTION 





HACKING 








ans gets the 
PHIL 
HOWARD 
treatment this 
month in part 
six of his 
hacking 
tutorial... 


ts one thing to go on {and on) about 

cheat-finding, but it's quite another to 

actually get on, and have & go at it in the 
flesh. I've steered clear of being too specific 
Up until now, because not everyone owns the 
same (ames, and that’s mace the whole thing 
very awkward. But now there is a piece of 
code to play around with, that all Amstrad 
Action readers own = the very excellant birth- 
day game Shinobi, Bo*track down thd Lape 
and dust off youl disassembletecos this is 


a! 






how to poke if, ga Pat < > 
ee ni Ae jit WON ’ 

The LTé ar E / ’ —_— a’ J 

The fing jem) is to’ traits rth he ptnain pre. 


gratp onba yous own tape or disk if you own, 


| ong) in a form that Gat beClodtied) examined, 
/aored and qvéntually fun. “Ouite remarkably, 
the~foader hag/n0, pro 
/SHINOBLBIN™| to “&0A99 and examine the 
{code you-wat'tih at adaess ROAEC thei is 
e.jump to Be (202. G00,40D). This is the 
instruction which executes the main prograc 
“nee it has Wolided and-can be patched to red. 


\rect controlto- you. Those with’a 6128°or 7 


expanded memory, can use iba BACKDUMP 


rqutine’ listed inl insidet “Dealidy 48 (that's _:* 


“Whateits_ for), but, PWithout, the rou- 


tine SHINTRAN will transfer the eee 


program, in block form, ota your own tape! | 


'® Shinobi. from las month's ‘cover tape al 
i qamne. thanks to Phil Howard... 





50 AMSTRAD ACTION | 


on, 20 if you load: 


cracking good 





Normally you will find that in sult-Inad 
games such as this, the main control program, 
loaded first, contains all the code needed to 
run the game. The subsequent loads levels 
are merely new graphic information to wrap 
around the original workings, and 
are of no interest. The exception to 
the mule in this case, however, is 
Platoon, which consisted of fow 
entirely differant games which 
overlaid one another as the 
main game progressed (hence Aa 
the absence of an adequate ,.7Fme 
cheat). 

Having transferred the 
program onto a tape, you 
can then put it onto disk 
with the routine DISc- 
TRAN if you wish. 


What's on offer 
OF, so we know this game has four lives, 
there is a timer, a one-off “smart bomb" type 
feature, & high score table, and it's written by 
Richard Aplin who, if you remember one of 
his earier games, Fiy Spy (eta AA 23), has a 
teidency to build in cheats of his own. All in 
all, quite a bit to find. 
Looking’ through the program with the 
ASCO display (use ASCILST if you don't have 
% © better ome), you will find at AS44A there is 
an indication of a built in cheat, but I'll leave 
the explanation of that to Richard (Alright, | 
can't get it to work!). Down at &1BC9 is the 
word CHEAT, this is displayed at the end of 
the game if it detects an alteration. &39C4 is 
the fart of the high score table. If you want 


< ¢ todinsefrt your own name into the top position, 


change jacations SOE S-R SHES, ie. 


ote 63983, asc ("P*) 
Poke é3964, aac (“h") 
Poke” 63985, asc(“i") 
Poke. 63926, aac ("1") 
*.9')| Then insert the original tape fat 
the point where it stopped when 
you transferred it) and CALL 
&DO0. The game will then load 
and run as normal [f you want 
to use the SHINLOAD program 
without running ASCOLST, First. 
lower the memory top by typing 
OPENOUT “W": MEMORY &A00, 
| then type LOAD “SHINLOAD*. 
| You can alter memory locations 
m with POKEs and execute the 
| Shinad! program by typing CALL 
&DOO, 
Moving night along, (Tm 










2G 


aftall you'll née a disassembler‘monitar 
here) using the BYTE SEARCH, look for a 
&3E 404 (load A, number of lives). It is found 
nestling at address &1585. Look ome step fur- 
ther, at the instruction &22,859,40D (load 
location &0DBS.A) at &15B87, this tell you 
where the lives are stored, at &ODBB. It is 
possible here to change the 4 at &15B6, 
Thy, with a larger number (but keep 

kt below 128 this time) Le. Poke 
&15B6,10 then CALL &DOO, as 
before, and count the lvnes. 


Immortality, anyone? 

To be perfectly honest, at this point, 

I took my own advice and searched 
the program for references to &ODBE, 
eo that [ could track down the location 
where the lives reduce, bul although 
there are some references, it didn't 
unearth the oumect place. This is due to 
the fact that a slightly different method 
from normal was used. At address &OF62 the 
H register is loaded with &0D then, separate- 
ly, the L register is loaded with &BS, rather 
than HL being dealt with singly as a double 
byte register Consequently, the BYTE 
SeARGH Godldn'’t find it. it is a rather unusual 
method, but worth bearing in mind for the 
future, as is any different technique. The 


tape: ran the listing press PLAY and ary key, 


‘DISSRAg 
2 “Transfers tape saved 
‘warsion of SHTNLOAD 
4 “to diac. 
5% 
10 | TAPE. IM: |DIScC.cor 
20 “'W" :BEMORY GASO 
30 LOAD shinload* 
40 SAVE" shinlosd",b, €A99, £3500, 60d 





instruction &35 (dec{HL)) at &OF66 counts 
Gown the lives = try it out 

Poke &F66,0 then CALL &D00, as before. 
The game now knows you have cheated and 
will display the fact at the end, but until then 
you have infinite lives. 


The tect thing is the timer Again using the 
BYTE SEARCH to locate all the &27 (DAA) 
instructions in the program will easily track 
down the night routine (eventually) for you 
(soo box A poke in time). Tho DAA instruc- 
tion is at &a200, the start of the routine i at 


ae 


—_ Seco ee 





HACKING 





ESIEA. This routine has two parts. The first 
measures a second in time by counting up to 
42 (&2A), looping back into the game if less. 
The second part actually reduces the timer, 
seconds first, then minutes when the seconds 
reach zero. 

There aré a number of ways the routine 
can be altered to stop the timer, but there is a 
snag. At the end of each stage your score is 
increased by the number of seconds you have 
left, using the second part of this same rou- 
tine. If you replace any 3D (dec A} in the sec- 
ond part with &00 it will not only stop the 
timer, but it will also mean that the game will 
lock up at the end of the first stage {try poke 
S31FF.0 and see what happens). The best bet 
is to put a &C9 (return) in at the start of the 
first part. This will return to the game instead 
af counting the 42 loop, disabling the second 
timing mechanism and stopping the clock. 

Poke &31EA&C9 then CALL &D00 as 
before for infinite time. 


Wait, there's more! 

Finally, it occured to mre that if there was a 
tilt in cheat for this game, it might be 
accessed Dy & sequence of key presses, so | 
set to work looking for RED,&78 (IN A,(C)) the 
indicator of a key press routine (see Insider 
Dealing AA 49). The appropriate one tumed 
up at &2995 in the key detection rowtine that 
starts at &2318. Searching for &18,&23 (to 
find calls} only found one reference, at &0D26, 
which if a jump number &C3,&:18.&23, This is 
a method often used by a programmer when 
there if a need to relocate routines during the 
game's development. It is then only necessary 
te alter one jump number, rather than jJots of 
calls. 

Anyway, CALLS to &0D26 detect kay- 
presses 0 a search for &26,&0D producos the 
locations, tho number joaded into the H regis- 
tor before the call gives the block, and what 
returns back from the routine in the A register 
gives the number in that block. At &OFZ3 
block no 8 is scanned (ESC key), at &OFdA 
block 2 is scanned (P koy — pause), at &140C 
bloce 5 is scanned (SPACE key}, and at other 


® BASIC listing SHINTRAN: rewind the SH- 

| MOBLDEMO tape to the start: Run the listing 
allow the game fo load as normal: When i 
slopes, remowe the game lage from the cas- 
sete player, insert a blank tape, press PLAY 
and RECORD, then any key. The im 
part of the program will save lisell onio your 
tape, The mit resets when complete. 


*“SHINTRAN 

‘This program transfers 
‘onhe tape as a standard 
"BLO saved program. 


*|tape Tf a 6128/6648 
& q 


10 DATA 06,03, 21, 1F,BF,11 
20 DATA 00,50,C0,8C,BC,21 
30 DATA 99,04, 11,00, 33,01 
40 DATA 00,00, 32, 02,0, 98 
50 DATA BC, CD, &F, BC,C3,.00 
60 DATA 00,53, 46,49, 42, 4c 
70 DATA 4F, 41, 44, JE, BF, 32 
60 DATA EE, 04, C3, 99,04 

90 y=0 

100 POR s=t2Fr0) TO GaFZE 
110 READ a5: a=VAL (“67+a5) 
id) PORE ¥, 4: yey+a! KEXT 
ix IF yO4 Pd THEN 160 
1d SPEED WRITE 1 

15) OPESOUT “W" MEMORY 2900 
160 LOAD"shinehi demo" 


| 170 CALL cEr26 


160 PRIBT data exrer* 





places Block 9 is scanned (JOYSTICE). 

I didnt originally know tho SPACE key 
was usod, $0 back to the game to try it out. 
proves to be a “smart bomb" type feature, 
which can only be used once (not a bot of peo- 
ple know that!) Back inside the program at 
Ri404 and &1406 are tyro instructions which 
check whether it has been used; they restoct 
aocess to the keypress if it has already been 
used. It is a simple matter to stop these 
instructions checking up on you — Biet them 


A POKE IN TIME 


Pulling fumenc representations, of timers, 
clocks, Percenlage energy ec on the screen is an 
awkward task for the programmer. Wiihin the pro- 
gram, numbers are dealt with by the counting 
sysiem that the ZE0 processor understands best, 
hexadecimal (see last month's Insider Dealing), | 
you ve ever walched a Firebird game loading you 
will have seen H counting in hex, As you can sce, 
this system doesn | suit the display of percent- 
ages or minules seconds al all, 

The 260 instruction set (faithful to lhe end] 
provides an ideal solution, in the shape of DAA 
(Decimal Adjust Accumulator). | was degegned 
specifically 16 perlorm the task of transiating the 
MGs numeric language (hex) into ours (decimal) 
on the whole a preity decent thing to do, 

MEPIS! YOu wanted 16 lake 71 from 50 (deci 
mal) who! converting to hex, using ihe instruc. 


tion £06,401 (sub 01). Uniortunaiely, because the 
machine works oul the final value in HEX the 
resull is S4F = nol really what is required 
However, if you bung in a DAA instruction. then - 
rt hculosly = [he resuil 1s cha nged 16 46, re ay 
for dissiaving on the screen, Weal, en? 

There is very litte else that the instruction 
&27 (DAA) is used for in games software. other 
then on seréen numbering (scores and timers 
etc). A search for this byte will be well in irack- 


ing down roulines where they aro manipulaied. I | 
is a single byte instruction. however, $0 a search | 


will fish Gul quile 4 few red herrungs = Bal nt wall 
find the one you need eventually, 

By the way, the number. 100 (percent) is &64 
in Heo and 60 (seconds minuies} is SSC, two very 
useful numbers when booking for numenc enengy 
and iamers. 





| 3201 FE 


| 200 2 & 





out (or at least the one which sends you back) 
with a zero, Le. Poke &1408.0 then CALL 
O00 as before. You now have infinite “what- 
ever they are" 


Credit where credit’s due 

There's lots more to discover, if you have the 
time to do so. Of course you can put all the 
pokes in at once. k was good of Virgin to 
leave the demo woprotected, and Richard 
Aplin to give us 50 much to play with — and a 
great game to boot! 

I've had to postpone a particularly facinat- 
ing delve into the depths of the tape/disk sys- 
tem (come on, its not that boring) until next 
month, but in the meantime, thanks to all 
those people who have written in — there are 
come really interesting ideas, so keep them 
coming! 


@ BASIC listing ASCIILST: Rewind your copy 


tape: run the listing press play and any key. H 
you hawe the program on disk Ft will abso load. 
running the listing a second time will nol re 


load the program. 


1 ‘ASCIILST 

2 “This progres will load 
3 ‘and display the ASCII 
4 ‘representation of the 


i 


10 IF PEEX(sFFY)=32 THEN 40 


| 20 OPEMOUT “W": MEMORY 4A00 


30 LOAD" shinload*” 

40 FOR x=6D00 TO 63000 STEP ZZ 
50 PRINT HES (x} ;TAB(T); 

6) FOR y=0 TO 31 

70 pePEER (y+) 


| 80 IF pol’ THEN pep-l2e 


* IF pod THEN PRINT Gapdip); ELSE 
100 BEAT : PRON: REX 


@ SHINTIME: Timer routine at S31EA detect- | 
ed by finding DAA instruction a &a200 


Jc Th 
SLED 87 
J1EE 
irae © 
JF? 
JF} 2 oF 
JiFé CO 
JF? SE 2A 
ILF9 @ oF 
SLFC 3A GE 
aLFF 3D 
a200 ZT 


A, (00308) 
A 

tS 

A, (GO57H) 
A 
(OORGH} , A 
fe 

A, 2AB 
(ODS) . A 


203 20 14 
2205 3A 6 © 
3208 BT 
2205 2 06 


S20. 3C 
SOF a 
azl2 CF 
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AA BUYERS 








This is the place to find what software and 
hardware is available for your CPC. We list 
programs by category, and provide produc- 
er; phone number; price; issue in which the 
item was reviewed; and last but not least, 
a brief description of the program's features 
and, where appropriate, sho: 

But don't take our word for it: if you're 
in doubt read the original review before 
you splash out, and make sure by askinc 
the person you're buying from that it meets 
your particular needs. Best of all is a 
try-out, if you can find a friend who has 
what you're thinking of buying. 








& WORD PROCESSING 





Brunword 6128 

Brunning Software @ 0245 252854 

£16.50 tape, £25 disk @ AAZM 

Ty. Suitable for expended 1280 machines, Supersaipt/sub- 
Sript elias on-soreen. Includes Datafie, Availabte as 
“Sune Brumerced? at £12.06 in slightly cut-down rearsion. 


Pendown 

Logotron & 0223 323656 

£19.95 disk @ AA1S 

A onmiplete tatorial in the theery and penctice af word pee 
cessing — is great fun, too. Oper syatem, owing moch to 


Protext 

Amor = 0733 68909 

£19.95 tape, £26.95 disk, £39.95 ROM @ AA 
Lightning fast on all tasks Invotving screen. Trae merging 
Irom separate files and cision: to the cursor position ic easy, 


Mini Office Il 


Database Software * 0625 876998 
£14. tape, £19.95 disk @ AA6 





we pee 





| Discovery 0742 753423 
£14.95 tape, £17.96 disk @ AAI 
Sinmiar it wit bo Descovery's Pyradev. [t loads 0 profile af 
inks, printer codes and character set. Ward counting, 

| changing disk dyes eto - “housekeeping* tasks = are 
handily locited Uses extra memory of 128K machines 
fot epocing ptinted documents and storing text. Trae 
hie matping is iepossibie., and 
Conia hep ate cod, Margins 
Canes eb tt fried aeaert 
than 60 cohuans. aoags 
Pang 2 preter oontncd chaz - 
ecu ai the night hand evds 
allows wider documents tobe [amo 
printed. 





and Protext supports standard CPC ASH s like DISC, TAFE, 
(CAT etc. ROM version is exceient. Bad points: maximum oe 
Space Lcuied to fuichineg memory - abowt 22K on disk, SK 
for the BOM version As used by AA, if thats any recommen 
datzon (dont anne Chath 


Tasword 

464, 464D, 6128, £19.96 tape, £24.95 disk @ AAI 
464 i the tape based vorsoon (the sama as Ameword!, 440 
has enhancements for a disk drive..6129 makes full uae od a 
bd 8 oxtra manor y, The latter pair include mailmearge facil, 
ty. Easy bo pot to know: comprehensive help screens. Screen 
operaians ire dlow, but may be customimed for greater 
speqd 


Wordstar 

Micropro'Cumana & (483 571666 

£49.95 disk (CPM) @ AAI 

Files can be ac boy as the spene avaiisbie A professional pro- 
Qmam, with huge manual and 2 layout like mission cootral. If 
yoo want 6 famction, & is i there... somewhere. Not fart 


B PRINTERS 


Manwiactupors’ recommended retadl pros are sted as 
qridelines, but heavy discounts are offered by netaciors. 





Amstrad DMP/2160 
© 0279 454555 

| £149 inchoding VAT @ AAG 

| Load through frost: printer cust be abore paper: but loading 
| Comics statoncry is qeey. Poor LO mode £5 for ribbons 
| Low priced, rather than a bargain 


Amstrad DMP3160 


& O29 ess 


| £199 + VAT @ AAz9 


Sumas to bos fester than DMP2160. Acsepes afl IBM ard 
Brace printing codes. MLO it front keding sypeiem: Good buy. 


Amstrad DMP4000 

7 0279 454555 

E249 + VAT @ AAZ0 

A real text crunches. Wide carriage, and really Biss acrast the 
paper up to about 200 ops (in MLO about 60 cpa). Fones avail- 
abie: standard 9 pin Pica, Elite, ouadensed etc, - but they are 
different, rather than just adjusted spacing for the same char- 
ches 


Amstrad LQ3500 

@ 0279 44555 

E49 + VAT @ AAS 

Cheapest 24-pin printer. Paper loaded irom the rear - more 
time consuming. 30 cpa in letter qualty mode, and 62 ope in 
dradt. Print quality exosfient: ploaty of different type-styies 
baile ta. Mot bora fest: 


Citizen 120D 


£199 gat 
Dunensions: 37 ngs, and 77am x Simm x een. Dra 
(Many 5 Gitte 20d poe bet ALO i sharp and eee A 
qqoiet beast, with cable wo the ooepoter onnsected on the 
cide. Marwal incodes a complete written breakdown of all 
the printer cont! commands, and ther effoms. J 


Epson LX800 


w 01 902 fao2 | 

£279 + VAT @ AAZS a 
Vary fast for 9 pin. Control panel for enyle selection, aii —— —.| 
Epeon coen patible. Reverse winding sheets requires care, 


Epson EX800 

f 01 S02 Beo2 

b629 + VAT @ AAZS 

Uegradabie in 200 ways - cat sieet fends, gorial ports, longer 
lite ribbons. Quiet, with respectable printing speed. Gans 
Seri Roman NLO fonts insorparated. Costral pune to sebect 
feats — just the same font with different spacings. 


Epson LQ500 


O01 S02 3202 

£99 + VAT @ AAD 

Features galore and peice to mach Handler bork Sacs Serif 
and Roman styles of LO, for instance Coloar priming 
upgrade int araiatle. 24 pen praia: offering exoiien qoalny 
prancing. Comtra: panel to solect from many avadable fonts (ie 
thé same foot at different wodrts), 


Panasonic KXP3131U 


@ 0753 73181 

£395.25 (discont.) @ AAZ9 

Dalrywheei tharefore superb quality = buat can't print bet 
graplucs (po trendy screen ducnpa), and if you want different 
fonts, you have to plug in a different Duublo-compatibhe one 
Noe cpaiet. 


Mannesmann Tally MT81 

© 0734 TEST 11 

£149 + VAT @ AAMG 

Dimensions: Mme x {00mm x 2hbmm: weight, 4.8 age 
Prigts Epeon and TEM graphics. Draft mode print qpsality is 
goed: square printhead pans pot ink ante growter areas. The 
priabed oatput i more ornate than the Caen. kamal is 
super, but fale down in fading to explain comin oodas: for 
thai you huve to boy the applications manual Certainly a 














Panasonic KXP1081 


© 0753 73181 

E719 +VAT @ AAZ 

Sumiiar to DAP 20OW21 50: chemicy, 9 pees, 10 tach comme 
good NLO mods — better than DMP - and condensed, draft 
and NLO modes. 


Star LC 24-10 
= 01 840 1800 
E95 + VAT @ AAT 


Star LC-10 
2 01 640 1800 
oto + VAT @ AAS 

Fost price bs for standard dot matrix printer. Fonts selected 
by betiog, rather than typieg i fiddly control onde. Second 
poe is for nedatively ineapecive ocioor modal. Uses mutt- 
colegr nibbon to prodiend diflerant mimes, though there are 
Coreniiy in) Coca al programs to take achramtepe of Uses 
Capabaiety (bot ane the Codcurdiuens review is AAG, peace 
it! 


B INTEGRATED 


PACKAGES 





Protext 


£19.95 tape, £26.95 disk, £39.95 ROM @ AAS 


Lightner tat on all tatics invotving screen. Tree mtngeng 
Soe) eepaitabe fibes and disks to the qantos position bs easy, 





- Protext Filer/Office 

| Amor 2 0733 68909 
(2495/0495 disk @ AAM 

| strting options and comprahensive invoiot prinver Can be 





B EDUCATIONAL 


PROGRAMS 





Amstrad Selection 


Fernleal Education t 0474 359037 


| £25.95 disk/tape @ AAT? 


For age mange 7 to 12+: Eaghtprograms - incuding Fletchers 
Custe, Market Stall The Perfume Hunter The Rekders, Ferry 


| (Ganteam, Treasere, and Thorn Sea. 


| Arc Master Pack Plus 


Arc Education @ (472 812228 
£48 disk @ AAZ2 


| A Gaeeerve peck of 7) programs: Jucucr; Primary. 


pitert/chaid adtrediure: DA Lago and word games. Each ae 


| avaiatie at 09 tape and £12 disk. Well presented with good 


graphics, reasonable muecal dettics and plenty of options 


Kosmos 

Kosmos * 05255 3342 

£9.95 tape, £13.95 disk® AAT 

Annwer Bact Jin Oolz lets you éither answer the quas- 

Don: glake 6 choose from a oumber af options: of say whether 

scenething is treo of talea. There's also Factiile 500) sets of 

edditional questions fer the program: ariiumetic, spelling, 
The othe tance Boe Eoamns: yocebulary tutors in 


Funschool 2 

Database Software 7 0625 STESSE 

£9.95 tape, £14.95 disk@ AAG 

sila i aman 2 
Uhal it made the 

news pages of the 


| weekly computer 
press. Actually 
thare ane three 


£tr t eapbts and 
Oper exqghis 





Wordhang 


Bourne Education & 074 523301 


£9.95 tape: £14.95 disk @ AAT? 

One of Bourne's range of ten programs: Ochers incace 
Happy Letters, Nombers and Writing (all infant); Timeman 
QoeTweo and Magy Fisly (ell Jonior); and the exoegent, 


i BUSINESS; 


ACCOUNTS 


® See alco Pendown in Word Processing’ 


Protext Office 





Amor 0 0793 66909 


AA BUYERS 


| £34.95 @ CPM+, 6128 only @ AA4 
| Requires Protext and Promerge to run. Information inputted 
| using Protaxt Mail merge templates incloded, and very wall 


_$D Microsystems range 
| SD Microsystems = 0442 675106 

General Ledger @ £19.95 @ AA32 
| Sales Invoicer Pack @ £19.95 @ AAZ 


Small Traders Pack @ £24.55 @ AAZ6 


| ee Sees ee SN CER rs 


a an a) carer aks 
betes. (Comdlt otigifal nevews for in-depeb explanations of 
what ach does abd bow it difhers irom the others - of better 


§ DATABASES | 





| AtLast Plus 


Rational Solutions * 055681 511 
£39.95 @ CPM+, 128k machines only @ AA} 


| restricted only by disk sine, and splitting fekds into smader 


Masterfile Ill 

£39.95 CPM+ @ AAS) 

With pareat/ctild records - enabling tying together of 
records. saving space and time. Screen layouts and reports 
Tei elected: bot for fant beats, but good results. 


Random Access Database 


| EOS disk © AAG 


40 of 80 colon screen. Good mathecatical and string opera: 


| @ Soe also inflo-Seompt 4, Letegratedd Packages’ 





B SPREADSHEETS 


Mastercale 128 
Campbell Systems * 0378 77762 
Can show two parte of soreackehaet at once Leclodked 


}) ootened and celculstor. Bary to use, but tho mathematscal 


formulae can coby comuist of the four basic anihmetic opbona. 
Ses owt a more cae os elere] 


| beoacaarwecs 201 861 1166 


£34.95 disk @ AAS 


| (ees disk to plore data — 90 good capacity on the plus sida, « 


bet poor epeed on the minus eke. Graphic options exoollent 
Cnecreen prompis rane, making ft hard at first. Calsalating 
power good 


Supercalc Il 

Amsolt/Sorcim = 0277 220222 

£49.95 CPM+ @ AA4 

Fist class documentation. Calculations can be determinative 
= performed on whether cr hot cell's content match given 


| Villug. Eaceient balp prompts and arithioetic fancies 


= = = 


AMSTRAD ACTION &3 


(Sro=funter 
INVEST WITH PRO-PUNTER 
Wh a t } Tum your CPC6128 into an expert racing adviser! 
fe. | * PRO-PUNTER is a sophisticated, disc-based expert 
computer system for home micros which ACCURATELY 


} | | Interprets horse racing form 
CO mes out .) *# in extensive trials over both FLAT AND NATIONAL HUNT 
Seas0T1S 
et ~ LE | Of > of horses top-rated by PRO-PUNTER wor, 
‘e)| the Same elles as representing an average post tax PROFIT per race of 80% 
of capital invested 
A t d A ti | f | 85% of winners came from within the top three rated, — 
| | representing an average post-tax PROFIT per race ¢ it 1B, 
ii S cl C 1é) 4 } O 4 y O U f | all three backed 

* Researched and developed over three years, PRO-PUNTER 


{| mes as often o | uses information from the racing press and analyses ALL 
ae | ' major aspects of racing form 


* Produces a RACE FORECAST, gencraics a COMPUTER 
S.P.. highlights good and poor VALUE BETS and OFFERS 
INVESTMENT ADVICE. 
* PRO-PUNTER. adjusts automatically to the race under 
analysis. You don't need to be an expert yoursell 
* Since its launch in May 1987, proofing to the racing press 
has resulted in a profit in excess of 80 level-stake points 
over 70 races and a strike-rate in excess of 50%. 
#* Available now on CPC 6128, all Amstrad PCW's, BBC, 
Atearl ST, IBM and PC machines. 
. a pa PRICE £57.50 including VAT, P&P. 
siael r) S Orders and enquiries to: DGA SOFTWARE, 
wa PO Box 36, Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancs OLT BAJ. 
Tel: 061-330 0184. Please Specify Machine | 
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weekly sirelerey4 Alc ' | MM o 21 Orchard Drive N Ee 


Hurton-upon-Stather 


| " Scunthorpe DNL SEF | 
ele) ee ee) Cec. spe is = 
® Weekly packed news pages covering all |tiTe =©=©=©6©<cAsS DISC CASS DISC 
the latest developments in computing. prime re 
® Weekly product reviews, features, 
technical tips, letters, analysis. 

® Weekly CPC section written by AA's editor 
steve Carey. 

® Weekly shopping bargains including a 
special voucher scheme guaranteed to save 
you money. 
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First news, best buys — every week 
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Cracker 


Newstar Softunare @ 0277 229508 
£45.00 disk CPM+ @ AAS 
Spreadsheets tast be creatid 

from scratch, Documentation 

good, command sequenots soon 
jearmed, Mathematical functions 

well done, with random norm. yA 


bers catered Jos. Piles limibed to 
17K - and formulae program: 
fing oot well Emplenented. 





Amdrum 
Cheetah & (222 555575 
£4.95 6 AAT 


Digital drum machine, Ecliter compechenisne. Not Midi ocan- 


potibie: to hear ootpot you plog it into ampliber. 


DHCP Midi Interface 


DHCP 2 (440 61207 

£73.95 interface, £4.95+ disk s ware @ AATI 

DHCP produce Midi software for various Midi interfaces for 
CPC, which ane incompatibie with each other. 


Micro Music Creator 

Firat Byte Software 7 0225 TH50R6 

£9.95 tape, £14.95 disk £24.95 ROM @ AAW 

A mic composer that lets you put staves and noted 
cree and play tune hack Acoonts cacit bo inert, 
eee, Oiler side is sampler to captuse scunds free tape 
oc) pay teem theeagh CPC. Excelent. 


Miditrack Performer 

EMR t 0702 S35747 

£43.96 interface, ETS. SV 089.90 tape(disk s were 
Aali 

NMOS inberiice plus sequencing acdhwire to drive Mid 
equipped instriments Rasords ach instrument then plays 
thin al at once. Onscreen layout similar to multi-track 


Sound Blaster 

Siren Software = 061 228 131 

Aspidier and par of loodspeakers that plug into CPC for 
Sitio 2 watts sound effects. 


-_ j 
Midi Interface 
Silicon Systems 7 061 848 8959 
£59.95 interiace, £59.95 software @ AAZ6 


a ard Cao A 


- 
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Speech Synthesizer 
DEtronics (Datel) = 07a T4707 
£29.09 ROM 

AGd-on prodecing speech by RSs lowdspeakers supplied. 
Cannot inchade spoech in program for someone else's CPC, 
though. Even so, exacent speach quality and value. 





Database @ 0625 87R88e 

£69.95 disk (Includes mouse) @ AAT 

Veer friendly, if litte unsophisticated compared to Advanced 
flrt Studio, but mouse heips greatly. Ceiour, spraycans, lex: 

| (ures, cincles and host af ether features. 


Cherry Paint 

Siren Software t 061 223 1831 

£9.99 disk @ AAO 

Vil contioniedd = 5s mints mere Donte! bo tarioost iooes to 


| POIGOW Baan. BAW made 2 ony Dut fin Carved are det- 
| Galt, but this is a bangain. 


Advanced Art Studio 

EEC t 0753 GSS666 

£24.95 disk @ AAZ1 

Recently revitalised, this is the user-friendly, best and 
most powerhal art package: works in all thre modes. 
Can eye throogh inks, and cut and paste different 
afeas, t(ramsfommatons and redlections. Fil mutines in 
COLE rad Params. Arend 43 8 Standard versson for 
Li 


DART Scanner 
Dart Electronics 2 0502 13707 

E79. @ AAZ 

Artech reading device to your DADP2000, 2000 of J160. Feed 
i Pactare to pained: deviod reads in pictare as By lege. 
Coeaty Caer) ERT dine ee it rors amd is Pant 











The Informer 


Treasure Island Software t 0492 §93549 

£25 disk @ AAS3 

For creating animated displays, suitable for classroom and 
shop window: takes text, graphics and animated displays 
and produces slide show, Woks bast but oot only with 
Parrotry Plus [see below). 


Image 
System 


CRL 2 01 533: 2918 ae 


£14.95 disk/tape 


-Parrotry Plus 


Treasure Island Software @ 0492 §93549 

£19.95 disk @ AA) 

Rather than lots of etfects used anywlvere and at any time, 
Parrotry Plus ‘remembers’ every alteration amt plays throug 
Lhe Get to croote animation. Nom: can't dump pictures bo 


: Prior wakhout axtormal program. 


Electric Studio Light 


Electric Studio = 0462 420222 
464) £24.99, £14.99 ROM @ 6128 £24.99 ROM 
only @AA1 
Excedent Grewving settware, including 
Tuber Damen shapes and ives, 
| Aliry areas, Soraya can ee j 


| Vidi Digitizer 


Rombe Productions = 0506 414631 

£29.95 @ AALS 

Grabs pictore nom wide neconder of camer and pots = on 
CPC screen, aloning you to ater A with an package. Easy to 
mse. Sottwrare on bape, dik or ROM includes superb printer 
Gimp routine. 


® Corrections, additions or ideas for sections to be 
Included are welcome. Drop a line to: AA Buyers, 
Amstrad Action, 4 Queen St, Bath BA1 1EJ 
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shock horror. Man in suit seen at PC Show. Carey denies categorically. 


| Those Fourth Birthday Competition entries are flooding in... 


Wot a lot we got! 
Fourth Birthday Competition has led 
to such a massive response that the 
AA team is going to have to move te 
Future's Publishing's pew premises 
two weeks abead of everyone else - 
jest to find room for all the entries! 

We've already ordered the skip, 
but there's a chance we might have 
to hire another ome - it depends on 
how Many more entries we get. 

So if you haven't send pours off 
yet - do it now! 


Rumours Inc. 

Our foreign comespondent (Booza 
McHack - Daily Codswallop} has 
just returned hot-foot from the PC 


Show at Earls Court with some juicy 
ecamial. 

® A senior spokesperson on the 
Amstrad stand responded quickly to 
the rumour than Amstrad was to 
drop the CFC - “Complete 
bf*cks!" be quoth wisely... 

® Soon-to-be-ex-editor Steve Carey 
WH Spotted at the show wearng a 
salt! Experts remain baffled, and a 
forensic team is at the scene of the 
® Soon-to-be-editor Rod Lawton 
spent a quiet evening in his botel 
room belore the show. He insisted it 
was to avoid the glare of publicity 
belore assuming the weighty mantle 
of editorship, but subseqnent inves- 
tigation revealed that he had in fact 
accidently locked himself in the lec. 


Stop him - he’s reserved hisself a copy of AA! 


Dear newsagent, 


Please reserve me a copy of the December Issue of 
Amstrad Aa due out on pace 9 November 


a 3 
by 


Ad ress: 


| Telephone n ARB mS 


Caspell Computer Services . 


|Casile Computers... 


|Challange Sees So 


(Crazy Joes... 


DGA Software. 
Datel Electronics | Lid... 





Foundation Sothrane es, ea 
[Greyhound Sof WAre......scesescssecersersecsreees 
HSV Computer Services... 8 
[Home Based Business ...1...:ccceccascercsenresses 


hag ‘re under iS Risers GM yoo" nese or guardian 


To the newsagent: Amstrad Action is distributed 
by COMAG 


Intraset Lid... 


SL 


Mode One... 
Nemesis... 


SOC .. 












KEM Computers FS = 
Ee ieee isc | See OS RR CR ie 
Mcgee ee 
MECIICIVIG sce a ees 


| ie 
MUG So a aie te 


Cogan Sohware .. Fe 
School Goltnare. oe PERE). | Fb: 
res WHIM oi ook cceccesscnptecsanseeecceaeascaviieesees 
Se SPAT sone occ eeree ce crseecceerseueneeerrameees 


FILLER COMP #4 __ 


OF folks, it's caption time. Study the picture below and decide just what 
James Bond is saying to Felix... 

First prize of a fiver (you can't say we're not generous) goes to the 
funniest answer Only one condition. It's got to be printable. 

Send your caption to Filler Comp #4, Amstrad Action, 4 Queen 
Street, Bath BA 1EJ. ascmncbaoodontat eco 


™ = 





The little darling 
hiding a little secret. He has received a 
letter och onan! 
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Tees eee ei | 
Virgin Mastertronics .. 


IBC, 15, 48-49 
ee. 
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WAM... 
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VSE Technical Services .. 
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te: — = ACTION — 
Cees, = | a NO FEE RS 


“4 BUY PRODUCTS FROM YOUR 
FAVOURITE CPC MAGAZINE. 


All the prices include postage, packing and VAT. You 
can trust us, we don't intend to leave the planet for 





CONTINENTAL CIRCUS 

from Virgin 
Race in the Brazikan Grand Prix. The 
best bet of driving on your CPC yell! 
With eight different tracks and no 


quite some time! 





LIMITED EDITION COLLECTION 






braking just push the accelarator as SHINOBI For a rb pe only a serial the following two products to add to 
hard a6 you carl from Virgin your Amstrad Action Designer Collection. 
CASSETTE RRP £9.99 Onental fighting and magic, play the Pep BINDER | ae 
AA PRICE £7.97 part of Shinobi in this action packed - lz : ie — 
Rapid AA Rave. In addition to this save This smart Red Binder with the r 8 SS 
Order Code AASIFAC some hostages along the way and Amstrad Acton fogo embossed i Dave 
DISK RRP £14.99 gain extra poms, but be sure to on the spine and front. Holds 12 
AA PRICE £10.97 keep yourself in one piece by being ISSUES Sale and secure from prying 
Order Code ARB17 AD F in the night place with the nght eyes. 
: ale weapon at he same time! ONLY £4.95 

BUY SHINOBI AND CASSETTE RRP £9.99 Order Code AAAITR 
CONTINENTAL CIRCUS AA PRICE £7.97 OR 
TOGETHER AND SAVE UP = - Order Code AASI9AC £9.00 FOR TWO 
TO 30%! DISK RRP £14.99 Order Code AASI72R 
CASSETTE VERSIONS AA PRICE £10.97 
Be cane ares RED T-SHIRT 
AA PRICE £13.98 

3 Fal ) 1 with the official AA jogo in three colours 
DISK VERSIONS ON 0458 74011 NOW printed on the front. This summer wear 
alec = OR SEE THE ORDER yours wath pride (and please the Edi. 
Order Code AA S1SAD FORM ON PAGE 90 ON 

Medium Order Code AAZ61R 
Extra Large Order Code AAS62R al 


MICRO DESIGN 





from Siren Software OR 
Apowertul design and artwork package that WHY NOT BUY 
take you to a full Ad page. TWO T-SHIRTS? 
Use for techncal drawings or preelings cards, INLY £9.00 
there are no limitations! ol av 3. a 
Lettering can be typed fram the keyboard in (ONE in white and ONEin 
one to fowr sizes and in any direction. red, just quote the two ail 
* Large selection of font styles relevant order s 
* Various shapes for boxing and shades, codes!) 
ncludng ovals, triangles, diamonds and circles, 
RAP £24.99 ii 
AA PRICE £17.99 AVE £: | . 
SAVE £7.00! . =o | oe | 
(6128 or 464 with disk drive CRACKER 2 , 
and ram expansion) from Paperback Software | 
Order Code AAS16 (As featured in the AA Buyers 
Guide!) 
ALL OUR One of the best 
| Selling 
PRICES spreadsheets on 
INCLUDE the market, and 
: one of the very 


CARRIAGE AND _ iew forthe : 
6128, it has loads * 





VAT: THERE of onscreen help and Is 
a an excellent manual, 

ARE NO RAP £49.95 

HIDDEN AA PRICE £29.95 


EXTRAS! Order Code AAO? 





7 ACTION 





CALL OUR HOTLINE 
ON 
OR SEE THE 
ORDER FORM ON 
PAGE 90 





PURPLE SATURN DAY SPECIAL ACTION 

from Infogrames from Ocean 

The ultimate challenge. The latest superb compilation of 

See your way through the most games from the masters of software, 
difficult contests with the prize being. Qcean. 


a luscious kiss from the Purple 
Saturn Princess herself, 


lt consists off: 
Captain Blood, $.D.1., Daley 
Thompson's Ohmpic Challenge, The 


“There's so much to this game that) — Wandieator and Driller. 


you'll bé playing it, like us, for 

monitts to come" CASSETTE RRP £12.99 
AA Issue 48 AA PRICE £8.95 
CASSETTE RRP £9.95 Order Code AAGOZ 

AA PRICE £6.95 DISC RRP £17.99 

Order Code AAGOO AA PRICE £12.99 
DISC RRP £14.95 Order Code AAGOG 

AA PRICE £9.95 

Order Code AABOI 










GERRY ANDERSON'S 
THUNDERBIRDS 
From Grandélam 


= | \\\ or 
ha Vt 


“Calling 
International Rescue, callang 
International Rescue!" 

Play the game and listen to the 
theme on the audio tape. Taken from 
the Gerry Anderson classic TV series 
yOu must attempt fo save some 
miners that have fallen to the bottom 
of a shaft. Using your superb 
Thunderbird range of aircraft and 
machinery, send the Tracy clan on 
this dangeraus mission. With three 


| Royce and loyal chaulferur, 
wear Parker, 


i 
Sw 











yO 


AA 
DUST 
A set of dust 
cavers provides a 
neat solution to dust, 
tea and other potential 
computer disasters, 
These specially: 
commissioned Amstrad Acton 
covers are made from high-quality, 
water (and coffee) proof PYC. They're 
coloured a gentle beige with smart blue 
trimming and matching AA logo: You can 
order a 2-piece set tailor-made for your CPC 
system — just choose the comect order code from 






the list below. 

2-PIECE SET ONLY £6.95 
HIGHLIGHTER 464 mono-AZ08 colour - AZ09 
PENS 664 mono-AZIO colour- AZ]1 
For bringing out 6128 mono - AZi2 colour A213 
those key ie 
there's ae 
nothing ad 
lke 


MONEY MANAGER 

From Connect Systems 

Money Manager is an easy icise 
system for recording afl financial 
transactions, and for analysing them 
in a number of very powerful ways m 
order to facilitate sound financial 
management. Kdeal for controling 
smal businesses, or for users 
wishing to control ther personal 
fmances mn a busmessdike way. 

@ Full detaded slatements, showing 
each transacton for any month or for 
@ Bar graphs, pie charts etc. 

@ Standing order facility 

® Full telephone support 

CPC 464 (with disk drive) / 6128 


Pens in red, 
yellow and green. 


THREE FOR 
£1.50 
Order Code AAZ66 


more adventures inchading clashes 
with the infamous "Hood". 

All the characters are here, including 
Lady Penelope with her pink Rolls 


RRP £29.95 AA PRICE 
£18.95 


“Thunderbirds has the hind of 

depth and long term appeal that 
find really rewarding’ 
Steve Carey, AA Issue 47. 
AMS CASS RRP £12.95 
AA PRICE £8.95 
Order Code AAZISAC 
AMS DIS RAP £14.95 


AA PRICE £9.95 
Order Code AAZSSAD 














KEYWORD 

from Swift Software 

The dynamec word finder far home and 

business use. 

ls 50 easy to use. Just bype ina word and straight away you'll be offered a 
huge list of altematives. Then, using gust 
























































pea the mouse, you can select a word that’s 
a8 as 1h nearer to your requirement, Or if it's neat 
¥. os quite what you're looking for, just click on 
ie Search ta see anolher set, more closely 
se related to the new word — and $0 on, 

oe ® Over 10,000 synonyms and antonyms 


@ Nearly 1,000 main subject headings 


Tete 
<4 @ Extra rapid word search 
or @ Can be used as a Thesaurus 


Sd 


eR 





® Simple Operation 


Se se = RRP £29.95 

i | AA PRICE £19.95 
ae 1 GU Order Code AAS15 

eee (6128 or 464 with disk 
oe drive and upgrade) 


INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST 
CRUSADE from US Gold 

The man with the hat is back! 

A classic two fisted arcade game 
played on four action packed levels. 
Whip the bad guys...as only Indy can! 
Includes a copy of the “Byzantine 

M\, Crusader which details the storyline 
Sie and Hints and Tips is included in the 


A game of tactics and violence 
accurately simulating the one-to-one 
combat of rebel space marines. 
Superb flexibility and playabaity make 
| this one of the most brillant war 


| games. 
software. | “Laser Squad will have any intelligent 
AMS CASS £9.99 agero Ireak coming back time and 
preci time again,” 
AA PRICE £6.99 Trenton Webb AA Issue 49 
Order Code AASI1 | 
7 AMS DISK £14.99 wat pt ee 
! osliaees AA PRICE £6.99 
vee" | AA PRICE £9.99 Order Code AAS13 
» SSS pe | (Order Code AASI2 7 ES ee 
Ea, Nhe a AMS DISK £14.99 
STOP PRESS AND MOUSE AA PRICE £9.99 
Desktop publishing — doing page design and printing Order Code AA514 
on a computer mstead of the old cut-and-paste and 
inotype printing method — is the boom area of low sr wl 
cost computing, All the national dailies are switching SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
over to DTP methods — and so are thousands of CPC SEE PAGE 61 
users, to produce everything from newsletters to = 
Menus, fram posters lo invoices. FOR SOME 
ONLY £64.99, EXCELLENT 
THE RRP IS £79.99 REASONS WHY! 
(CPC6128 or 464 with 
upgrade and disk drive) 


Order Code ARGOS 


—_ 
i 





Press for owners and potential owners of 
Stop Press. There have always been 
letutahons with programs runnanpe on 
the CPC machines, due to lack of 
memory. Now we can offer extra 
space and speed with this superb acd 
on package. See full review, tue 43. 


AA PRICE ONLY £19.99 
Order Code AAGOG 


y ws, 


ALL OUR 
PRICES INCLUDE 

CARRIAGE AND VAT - 
THEY'RE THE CHEAPEST AROUND! 








lf you're one of the thousands of readers who've joined 


ISSUE 1-22 « SOLD OUT 
ISSUE 23 4 £1.25 
Launch of WordProcessing 
cenies. Ublity Typeins. 
ISSUE 24 * £1.25 
Two years of AAl 
Exolon. Word processors. Tas: CP/M on ROM. Word 
Sian. Kore WIMP s, processag, 
SUE 25-28 « SOLD OUT ISSUE 33 = F175 
Loads of handware projects! — 
SUE 29 4 £1.25 joystick, splitter, [40 port ete. 
Six top printers reviewed, Comens. 
opreadsheets, 
ISSUE 34 = £1.25 
SUE 30 * 21.25 Simulation sofiware from 
Descovering databases. Howto space shuttles to bike... 
upgrade a 464 to a 6128, 
ISSUE 35 #e1:25 
ISSUE 31 + £1.25 Joy of hacking scrutinised! 
CP/M software section starts. Buyers guide to computer 
Basic programming reaches books. 
part five. 
ISSUE 36 = £1.25 
ISSUE 324 £1.25 Micromet — worth it? Code 


Educational software Survey, Masters. Printer selector. 

















a ce 


Please send me the above item(s) from the Amstrad Action 
Special offer pages. 


Make cheques & postal orders payable to 
FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD. 

lf paying by credit card please enter details 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER 


a ee ee | 


EXP, DATE 


aa | 








2 a Ft 2 


Method of payment (please circle) 
ACCESS © VISA « CHEQUE « PO 


send thes form plus payment to SPECIAL OFFERS, AMSTRAD 
| ACTION, THE OLD BARN, SOMERTON, SOMERSET TALL7PY 


ee ee oe 





=o 
OFFERS. 





Hane ——— 
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ISSUE 37-40 « SOLD OUT 


ISSUE 41 «£1.50 
Databases for all, Hard drives, 
Pilgnm special, Batman, Jedi 


ISSUE 42 «2125 

Wee Le Mans and Airbourne 
Ranger reviewed. How to write 
a best seller! Loads of Hot 
tips! 


ISSUE 43 «£1.25 

The Amstrad Entertainment 
Centre. Citizen v Mannesman 
Tally Printers. Educadonal 
ooftware, the latest offers 


ISSUE 44 + £1.25 
Joysick Jury. Barbanans Ul. 





] ORDER FORM 50 


@ Overseas orders: | 
Call Claire Bates on 0458 
74011 for timing and prices. | 


PRICE 











Amstrad Action only recently, you'll want to catch up on some 
of the Zood things you've missed. Here's how to do it. We have | 
limited numbers of the back issues listed below, which we're | 
selling at cover price with post and packing free. 





Professional music 
programmers inteniewed. 


Soule 45 #2125 

DIP & new, cheap package 
rewewed. Massive AA Sooner 
Spectacular: Guade to Wid 

Sy Sears. 


ISSUE 46 «£1.45 

Forgotton Works and 
Stomnilond, two brillant gane4 
Your best book musde. Wheis 
really inside the CRC? 


ISSUE 47» £1.45 

The Maenum iehteun on trie 
How 70 write a best seller, the 
Pandora patkape examined for 
potential Fame Programmers. 


The latest stock contro! update 
from SD Necrosystems. 


ISSUE 48. £1.45 

DIP special, venous adcons 
re&acwed in depth, Gemini 
Wing, Red Heet and Purple 
oatum Day, ail great games. 
How to creste 2 magazine 
using your CPC. 


SUE 45. 21.95 

latest mega fighting gene 
fron Verein. 

Daleks, clessac CPC fim and 
Fasitheet, a complete 


SpreadsheeL 
pepe Take a look at 





and bc Jones, al WETS 
and must for CAC owners. AA 
Fourth Barty, joan en tive fun. 
Printers, should you choose 
this one from Mennesmaa 
Tatty? 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


_ New subscribers welcome! As weil 
' eS geting your 1? issues posted 


| directly to you from the printers, we 
have a unique Subscriber Scheme. 
This is how it works: immediately you 


| subscribe we send you £20 worth of 

| wouchers for our mail onder section 
-——, | This offer entities you to a £20 saving 

| on mad order products from these 


| pages over the next 12 months. For 


| every £10 spent you save £1. Plus by 


| subscribing look out for our upto-the- 
| Minute Super Guper exclusmve AA Mad 


Order Update, which will be posted to 
| you in the next few weeks. 
| ONLY £17.95 





Please remember the postcode, it ts essential! 
Date of Order 
Tel Number (Hf possible) 


es SS 


OVERSEAS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
_ AIR-MAIL EUROPE £33.95 


_ (Order Code AA397 


| SURFACE EUROPE AND 
_ REST OF WORLD £23.50 


_ Order Code AA396 
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mind- blowing compa ve CUS — - oy  cassETte & DISK 
see why we've called it WINNERS. TT WMI ATARIST txts Tenpe 
“WINNERS DO IT FROM THE FRONT" | 





